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fe*loW34i, énd te wvhom tbey looked perhaps, expectinly, as tbeiy f"joy and1
crown ia the day of the Lord" but now chargcd with mutual ranceur asý
holding opposite pelitical principles. In ail past times %ve believe that wlieu
political feeling lias run high, tiiese branded as Dissenters, have had a very
ample share of abuse, and in this instance tliey hiad inucli to bear ; and bad
tlley not been able to eccongider MJin whlo endurcd the contradiction of
sinners aciainst lirsl, tlîey could ili have cndured to bear Dimsentoei.,
classed as alinost synonymous xith rc1c15.. Stili, in looking back toý this
sifting period, we have often thoughit that beyond most others, in the history
of Our ission, it is ene, in regard to whicb, wve have cause of eeep gratitude
te J-Tirn lewho hathAdclivered, who doth. deliver, and in whomn we trust that
hie will yet deliver'" ail. who confide in him, These "ltroublous times" wevé
overruled for goed, They b. ought out flic worldly and false-bearted, in
general, ina tijeir timte colours. Truc, some congregations ivere soreiy sbaheik
by the introduction of political animnosity, under flic influence of whie.b.
nunibers separatedl themselves to join a pensioned, because held out te be,
a, more là,aa Clîurch. But wluile such congregations Nvere nurnericalby
weakened, the; were delivcred by the same mens, from. the elemnents ef
strife, tbey ietained those attaclied on principle, and in mest cases-wé
believe in ail-have been since more prosperous, botli temporally and
spiritually. il is to be hoped tlîat after the effervesence of political parti-
zanship bas passed off ; that those wvho, on the score of loy.-lty, se called.,
went eut froni us, but really Ilbecausc tlîey were net of us,"' have net been
forgetful of loyalty of a-highcr order; but keep in viewv the fact, that ivbile
the fellower eof Christ is to 1'boneur the king,," it is cspeccally incunibelnt
on him tû." fear Go,'

Since thiese commotions ceased, and thîcir causes have beep- invesligated
by the highest authorities, and a Public- Min d formed, circunistasices have cf
course been greatly more favourable-to.the extension eof our cause. The very
distinguishiag, chiaracteristics, wvlich at first constituted an Objection in niany
cases, coîistitute new a o-eneral recommendation ameng, the nMost enlighteaed
portions of the Canadiani ceninunity. It is now weil understood that upen
the great question eof ministerial support, our principios are identified with
the views of tlîe great body eof the people. Thle historian of seme future
period iih. discover tbat the Missionary Presbytery, new the United Pres-
byterian Synodin Canada, bore an honourable and net undistinguisbed part
in maturing, the sentiments of tbe iteresting population ameng whom its
destinieâ- wère in. Q-Yentful times cast.
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