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liefore the Reformation. In 1722 a remnant
of the scattered brotherhood found a home in
upper Lusatia, and a patron and warmn friend
in the person of Count Zinzendorf. On his
-estates they were permitted to build a humble
village which they named Herruhut --- ' The
Lord's Watch," which has ever since been
their head-quarters. Zinzendlorf plaý:ed him-
self at the head of this lîttie community and
came to yield nearly absolute authority in
their Church, and although his character was
not free from eccentricities which reflected cit
bis prudence at times, hie was a well-ineaning
and earnest man, while his followers were
conspicuoaus examples of simple faith, piety,
and devotion ; and their subsequent history
affords a conspicuous illustration &i what mnay
b.- a -_nplishecl ',y a small number of people
anii.ated with a siacere desire to promote the
interests of Christianity. When their nuin-
bers were as yet scarcoly six thousand persons,
such was the missionary spirit of the United
Brethren that in the short period of eight
years, from 1731, they had sent their mission-
-aries to Greenland, Lapland, the West Indies,
an North and South America. With a zeal
and perseverance unequalled by any other
body of Protestants they have neyer flagged
in their efforts, and now they present the
unique spectacle of a Church having a larger
nurnber of communicants in its foreign mis-
sion stations than in its home field. In 1879
it had only 18,717 communicants at home,
wbile the communicants in its mission stations
numbered 23,843. The total number of adhe-
rents in the Home Church is only about thirty-
thousand ; the number in the missions is over
seventy-three thousand ! of whom four thou-
sand are Esquimaux and Indians. The total
yearly missionary income of this Society is
about $250,00o, one-half of which is contri-
buted by the denomination. The expenditure
is managed with the most scrupulous econo-
sny. Many of its agents labour gratuitously,
and few of its missionaries receive more than
$6oo per annum. The Brethren have indeed
gidled the globe with their miùssions, for in
addition to the countries already named, they
are to be found in Australia and Africa, in
Egypt, Thibet, and Morigolia. Their Labra-
dlor mission is supported by a branch Society
in London, which has its mission ship, the
" Harmony," that has rmade over a hundred
voyages to these sterile shores. Several of
the Moravian missions have become self-sup-
porting, and ail their converts are early trained
in the grace of Christian liberality. [n many
respects the Brethren are a model missionary
socîety. Apart from what they have accom-
plished themselves, the influence of their ex-
ample upon others has boen incalculable. In
the long list of illustrious missionaries, there
are no names better entitled to honourable
mention than those of Christian David wh>

wcnt from Herrnhut to, Greenland, and Mar-
tin Schienk to the West Indies, George Smidt,
the proto-missionary of South Aftica, and
Hen-y RaL.-'i and David Zeisherger, who la-
boured long and faithfully among the North
American Indians.

Early in the history of the North American
colonies, efforts were put forth for the instruc-
tion of the native Indians in the Christian
faith. Among the flrst who achieved any suc-
cess in this direction, was John Eliot, the
minister of Roxbury, in the neighborhood of
Boston, who having acquired their language,
was very successful in his ministrations, and
in teaching them the arts of civilized life. In
165r, a number of them united to build a
town, which they called Natick, and here the
first Christian Church for the aborigines of
New England was organized. On the Island
of Martha's Vineyard, too, the Mayhews, fa-
ther and son, laboured wvith remarkable devo-
tion during the long period of one hundred
and fifty years for the conversion of the in-
dians, many of whomn gave evidence of the
wvork of grace in their hearts, wvhile many
others were only inoculated with the vices of
the white man. The first Protestant Mission-
ary Society in Britain was organized in 1649,
under the title of "The Society for the Pro-
pagation of t*:e Gospel in New England and
the adjacent parts of America." It was in-
tended that its influence should reach- both
the colonists and the natives, but as the days
of elaborate reports and statistics had not yet
arrived, littie is known of the work donc by
this Society which, fifty years later, merged
in the now famous S. P. G. Society. In 1743
David Brainerd comm enced his heroic work
among the Indians in the neighborhood of
Albany, under the auspices of "The Society
for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge,")
founded in Edinburgh in 1709, and which was
probably the first Presbyterian Missionary
Society in Scotland, though its efforts were
directed rather to, assist existing agencies than
to, plant missions of its own. During three
years I3raincrd laboured incessantly, enduring
great hardships, but also winning great
tniumphs, and at the end of that time finished
bis brief but splendid carcer with joy, in the
thirtieth year of bis age. It is scarcely neces-
sary to add, that in all the regions whcre
these devoted men laboured so long and so
faithfully there is now not so much as a vest-
ige of The red men& remaining. "The fate of
the red man," says Sir Francis Bond Head in
one of his official despatches, " is, without any
exception, the most sinful story recordcd in
the history of the human race." The number of
Indians in the United States is computed to be
about 266,ooo, one-haîf of whon- are nominal
Christians. In addition to native pastors and
t4chers, 130 missionaries, under the auspices
of the various Protestant Churches, labour


