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required.. She was ever most care-
tulto purify herself from ker trivial |
faults in the sacrament of penance, |
and the holy Kucharist, in which
she often participated, was to her a
source of the most precious grasess.
God havipg by a hapny death,
recompensed the virtuous life of her
arents, Mary determined to give
erself wholly to him. She dis-
tribate 1 to the poor the little means
she prssessed, wita a generosity
that evineed her unbounded confi-
denze in Providence, and shortly
after set out for Avila, where she
entered into tic service ofa lady
of rank and fortune. Simple as
the dove, she soon beeame an object
of szorn to her fellow-servants: ti:cy
loaded her with injuries and con-
tempt, andoften pushexd their malice
so far, as to refuse her the portion of
food which was allotted her. They
gathered even from her picty, new
motives for treating her with cruel-
ty.
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"The poor creature bore their un-
kindness and injustice with tiualier-
able sweetness and patience, and
never betrayed the least symptom
of ill-humour or discontent. Affa-
ble and mild towards her persecu-
tors, she suffered oll the pain they
occasioned, in silence, for the love
of Christ ; so that six years passed
in this manner before her mistress
became acquainted with her suffer-
ings. This seems extraordinary;
‘but the like often happens amoug
‘eurselves. -Many of our modern)

“ipatrens, though pious Tu appear-

ance, are often very careless of their
servants, and negligent about their
domestics ; such was the case with
this lady, but as soon as she was
reminded of her duty, she speedily
remedied the evil, and gave Mary
sensible marks of esteem and confi-
dence. ‘ o
This scries of afictions aequired
great merits for the generous Mai,
for the true Christian draws from
his sufferings advantages the most
precious.  They became, indeed,
for this daughter of thc cross, a
source of abundant graces. Long
before this period, she had conse-
crated herself to Ged, by the vow
of chastity ; she now wished fto
draw the knot still closer; by mak-
ing the vows of obedience and po-
verty.* © She was most submissive”
to, and candid with her Confessor 3
revealing to him all the views and
designs with which she was inspirs
ed. He approved of all, but wds
unwilling to receive her vow of
obedience ; however, this did not
hinder her from practising it in the
greatest perfection : no person could
be more obedient than she was,
Thus she cvinced the solidity ofher
devotion, and preserved herselt
froufithe many dangers to which
self-will “conducets in the spiritual
life, R
Feeling that our Lord ealled her
to clossr retirement, and anxions to
correspond with the swgat attracs
tives of grace, she begged apd ob-
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