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of secing themselves mercilessly driven out of
their house, and all their proporty seized and sold
by auction overwhelmed them so much that they
were on the point of losing their reuson. The
neighbours who ran in, attempted o vain, to con-
sole them.  Their effurts were uscless, for this poor
family Lelieved they were vued for evers The
whole village on huunng their mmsfortune was very
much grlcved. Some of their decent neighbours
even ofieved to intercede with the farmer in their
behalfe They went and Legged him to wait another
year befoie hie should resort to ngorous measures ;
but he was incxotable.

Their doom now appeared inevitable, all their
hopes were blasted.  On the evening of this sorrow-
ful day Sophy shut herself up in her chamber to
give fiee scope to her tears, and to reflect on her
unfortunate condition. A thousand differer.t thoughts
crossed her mind, but she could fix her attention on
none. ller agitution was extreme, she already saw
in imagination, her house scized, her goods sold for
the puyment of the f: ner, and her children reduced
to beggary. She at first walked about her room for
a Jong time. At length overcome by her grief, she
sat down 1o rest for a while in an old chair. All on
asudden her tearful eyes fell on the litie wooden
cross which she had chosen amongst Madam de
Linden’s effects. The sight of this object awakened
in her all at once the recollection of the virtues of
that good lady and of the advice which she had for-
merly given her. With a trembling hand she took
the cross, pressed it to her lips, and watered it with
her tears. TlLen falling on lier knees and looking
up to heaven with a countenance warmed by
fervour, she said with a voice halt stifled with
sighs :

« O Divine Saviour of mankind ! who said to your
disciples, a.k and you shall receive, seek and you
shall find, knock und it shall be open to you, behold
me averwhelmed in a sea of trouble, aud ready to
full under the weight of affliction that presses so
heavily on me. You are acquainted with my suffer-
ings, and it is unnecessary that I should recount
them toyou. Ah! come to my aid : come to the
assistance of an unhappy mother w!io here implores
your succour in behalf of a disabled husband end
two cluldren who are in such danger of perishing
from want! Do not abandon us at this terrible
moment. You are our only refuge, for men will do
nothing to relieve us, O admirable Jesus! who
heretofore stretehed out your hand in favour of your
apostles when their bark was in danger of being
engulphed in ¢ stormy sea, and command the wuves
to be appeased-—ah ! command, speak now, and
this danger will be removed from us!” She stopped
for  few seconds to take breath and to wipe away
her tears. She tenderly fixed her eyes on the Cross
which she held in her hand, and which was bathed
in her tears, and she resumed. -

“ From the summit of your Cross you formerly

proclainied- that all was copsummated snd_that the ]

reat work of human redemption was accomplished.

‘es, you have redeemed us by your divine blood.
You have made us frequently feel already the gruces
which we have obtained by your precious death.
Obh, send useflicacious succour ut this hour, and be
always onr protector und cur father. The tears of
Lazarus’s sister touched your heart, aud you res-
tored her brother to hfe, Restore us hope wiso, and
succour us in tlus exireme neecesny.

This prayer pronounced with such humble confi-
dence calmed Sophy’s anxicty to a certun degree.
She sat down with her head resting on one hand,
whilst she held the hittle cross in the other. She
remained motionless in Uus posion  for somn
minutes. The excitement which had 0 viviently
agitated her was succeeded by a calwy, and she felt
as if God had heard her praycr, but she could not
tell how ; something indescnibuble touk place i her
interior. Her tears had ceased to flow ;5 the sun
wes darting his last rays into ber chamber.  Sophy
fceling somewhut relieved, tose up to rejuin her
family. She went over to the wall to put up the ht-
tle cross in its place which was sull wet with ber
tears. Whilst she was wiping 1t with her ajron she
perceived 2 bit of the wood had clipped ofl, no
doubt from the heat of her haunds. She tried to
replace it, and in doing so, siic saw something
shining at the foot of the cross.  Without attaching
much importance to this, she examined the object
more closely, and she found that the wooden cross
was only a case that encloscd another cross. She
turned it backwards an:t fornards several tnwes, ard
at length she discovered the lude janinzs that kept
the wood together. She then tovk kuife, and
opened it with some difficuity, when to her great
astonishment she found in the cuse a splendid goid
cross set in diamonds. She went to the window
and discovered that the diamends were reals

She ran out of the room with tihe rapiduy of
lightning, and hastened to the shiop where poor
Willinm was sitting op a bench with a clald m dus
arms, she shewed him the cros- with one haad and
pointed to heaven with the other, ws 1t to sigmily
that she had just reccived an uuexpected succour
from God. At first he did not vuderstand what she
meant, but Sophy shewed hun the valuable aiicle,
and relieved him from his embanicsstaent.

I will not attempt to cescribe the joy of this good
family. William, in a kind of estacy, cried ontwith
tears in his cyes, oh ! how good Gud has beea to us!
This cross will enable us t” pay the farmer, and
hope the children w.nt ve :riven ' beg ther
bread, and that our house wont be tiheu froe us.

On the following day Sophy went to L wn to see
the worthy Priest who had former'y given her saciy
a warm recommendation to Madaw de Linden, to
tell him ber painful situation, and the resouvice she
had found in ihe vross, whose history she rclated to
him. This venerable old man saw a special mark of
the protection of Providence in the circumstance,
and tepeated to Sophy what ke had said on the day

| T G PRI STy vy



