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SîIDNEY. B3> ÏMAI«;ARErI)î.v Author Of '*Jobn
%\,Tar(, Plreacbier." T'oronto: Williani Bryce.

Sidney, the bieroîne of tbis swory, is ant Aiericani girl,
n-ho bas been broughit up by' ber fatber 10 believe that
God and a future lifé are unlreasona-,ble fictions, and is
resolve(l, therefore, never to love or 10 inarry witb tie
(lread prospect of eternal separation ait (leat. 'l'le
nature, bowevcr, wbicb Cod lias fornied iii ail buian
beings, llrov's 100 strong for bier scelîtical tbeories, aîîd
in bier love for a vouing physician, irbo dies soon after
bis marriage with lier, she tells lier faîlier chat site ba:

found God." 'l'lie writer of tbis story will [lot mîis-
tindersîand uis Mieni we say thati h is scarcely the book
wbicli cari be recoinieîîded to Young Canadians; but
chiose older people, wbo takec ai intcresi iii tle specula-
tive l)erl)lexities surrouîîding our religious life, %vill fiîid
iii il tbe saine kind of power wbich gave popularit>' 10
l'John W~ard, l'rcaiclier," and 10 Il Robert Elsiniere."

SEA-Simit. AN WAY-SIDE. Illustrated. liv LI1 .
McN.%IR W'îtîGmT. Boston : 1). C. Heaili & CO.

This Series of Nature Readlers for bu-,iinner, min read
ing is îîot inteiided as a course of jtiveiie text-bcîoks..
on tlie study of Nature. It is raîlier an adaptationî of
commiion setise in tlîe educatioji of cbildreii -an atîcîîipt
to lay before tbe mids of voulu, readers tlîe beauitifuil
and woiiderful thiigs of Natuire, clotbed iii the every.
day language of clîild-lifc. or ratlier, 10 make oise of the
language used iii our eleiîieiîtary sehuol hooks 10 con-
vey delightful nature studies imscad of the raibliiig,
ainiless notbiuigs whicb are the tbenîe of su ipany wvearv
priiers. Miss %Vriglitlbas succeeded iii throwing a iiciv
liglît upon tbe difficult probleini of bow% to catchi the iii
attentive car, how to inîlîress the inattentive niind, aîîd
liow to imîite inîcrest and instructioni. Wecati no longer
say chat Fa-.iiylatid rules*.sîîpremie. Miss W\riglit bias mnade
.Truîli more fatiry.like titan 1"aiirvlanid itself.

Aui evCuit, niost iutercsting iii tbe fairylauid of science.
took, place iii Lonîdoni, Englanid, a weck or two ago, wbeui
anl undergrounid railway, propelled b>' electricity, 'vas
opened. At a deptb of fort>' feet bûeaîli the surface,
beyond the risk of wvater and gas p)ipes, or other suit-
terrancati works, tlîe railway crosses uiîder tlie River
Thames, anid ruîîs a distance of tbree and a (quarter
miles. 'l'lie tiain is coinposed of the rnabor, or carrnage
w'ith the propellinig pow~er. and tbree passeiiger carniages,
wbich lîold one bumidred people. Its wveigbî is forîy
tons. The carniages are seated like ours, opeuîing from
end to end, with seating, acconimnodatinn along the sides,
and from floor to roof measure seven iced. 'l'lie tunniel
is.perfectly dark, but each car is fittcd %vitb four incan-
descent lamips, am the ib alosphiere is reported to bc as
good as above -rounîd. Ample staircase -accommoda-
tion, and water-power elevators, holding fifty people, are
siip1licd for going up and down. Hiîlîerto, iii our
Mother Country, tbe systein of cbarging per mile bas
l)een sacredly kept uip. It sems the fairest to ail. You
get a sbort distance for one pennuy, instead of our rive
cents charge, anîd as we inucli oftener go a short distance
tibn a long one, the ecouîoîîy is cvident. Iii tbis new
Une, howevcr, the cxperniîint of a uniforni tire of two-
pemnce bans beeii tricd, dispensing with tlîe necessity of
numerous clerks.

OUR BIBL.I.

\\'ien %ve hear front our pl)tllitb our esteeînied ckergy-
nen say chat %ve base our faith on the p)ersosi and the

teachings of lesus, that ians that wve helieve that
jesus was actuallv born) mbit iis world. -as actuahly
as vou anîd 1 havc been .that lie did actually live on
eartb aînong mnen :that le %vas at once divine and
humati, possessiiig ihe I)o"'cr and( the perfect cliracter
of God as wveIl as the naîniral feelings and desires of
man: that 1le taugbt uis bio% %ve ougbît w live, to think,
to speak and act : thai 1-le taugbîi %vitl uhuoriît' as
God . that Ile Nvillinglv offéred iînself to die iii Our
sîead for our sins ;aîîd that He Nveîîî back agaiîî to God
.vbere Ne is stili waitmng t0 h iei) lis and 1ilead for uis.

H-ow (loes it coîne after almosi two ilhousand vears
silice jesuis livedi ini Palestinîe that wve îna) kiîoîv Mini
quite as %vell aîs thiose did who sawv limi. aiîd knov
about iiîîi quite as %veil as those %lîo liad the privilege

of heringhlm peak?
Tîiere lived, at the saie lime as I estis, two men called

Matthew and J ohn. liiese: men %verc the l)ersonal
friends of Christ. Tlhey vunt %vhere lie wvent, and <lid
%vial: Ne did. 'lhev wvere bis disciples. bis followers.
johi» and Maithviw had tiw< iimi»int- friencis %vbuse iames
%vere Mlark and I ukze. and iinost naturally they told these
friends ail tbey bad L-nown of* tbeir belo\ e< l aster, aînd
the %vondcrful Nvords thev had hecard Il ini speak until
i lIengîh Mark aiîd Lukec caie to know jesuis just as

wcll as if tbey thiniselves biad beard and seeni Himn.
W'leîî Jesus had left the earth andi gone back again 10
1-is l'aîler. and wvas no longer near 10 give couinsel and
conifort, tbese four men began t0 recali what thcy re-
ineniered about H is beautiful life of goodnless, and
1-is wondcrful lessons. They though-, over il, and talked
.over it, that il inighît appear more fainiiar to thei.
T'hen tlîev %vrotc it ail down so> that îlîe% nighflt neyer
forge it, and that others miiglit know and Iearn about il.

As tbis wvas a long timte liefore the invention of print-
ing, àt took, a long himne 10 write a few copies of the Story.
It ttvottd lie ivritten oit a kinO oif skin iviz> -a pen c.allcd
ai S/du1s. When we sîleak of the .«î'Ie of Our wvriîing
niow a <Lays wve recaîl the conncctîon b)etvem si/y/e and
s/*m/u.r. Althougb the skiii nust have been inih more
dutrable chan paper wvotld have been, there are now, sa
far as Ive hnaww. none of tbese ancient records still cx-
isting. 1 say asfa as we knw; for Nvitin recent
years somne reinarkable (liscoveries of early writings bave
been made. andl learncd men are indulging the bope tit
1)ossibly sonie still more ancient may lie lying shut
away in a dark and ncglcîed corner of soine old convent.
But we possess what we cati evzdence,-proofs which pass
fromn Stel) to stcp and cake us back almost to the days
of Jobn and Mattbew. Wl'bcn the biopes of learnied
men arc rcalized, as %ve trust tbey niay bie, tbe last
link. in tlie chain will lie found,-the golden chain
%viich binds us i clic end of the nineteenili cen-
tury b>' clear and unmistakeablc stCps, to the days of
our blessed Lord Himseif.
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