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fore me wvas Arînitage Lake. ''li snow had been fali.
ing too thickly vhen vvu lad rcached the L,îke fur nie to
sec what it vvas like, but that bcfore mic tallicd prctty
wcIl with Joe's description of the former.

"If this was Armiitigc Lake, vwhcre vs Joc? 'lo
search for in was clearly iny first dnty. Rcturniîîg to
my camip I secured the remnaitîs of niy last tiare; but
tliough I spent the vîholc day iii traniping up and du%% n
flot a sign of any living creature was to be seen, nor an> -
thing that rcscmibled the track which niy Iîîdiaîi aîd hb
dogs would have *ànade. 1'hcerefore 1 went back to the
camp to spend my fourth night there, dctermiiried tlit.
next morning to walk down the lake to Fort Armiitage
and organize a search party.

" In the imorning I wais off
bright and early. 'lhle snow-
sboeing wvas vcry heavy and
nMy food hiad flot been suitablc
for one with a liard day's
tram;) before hlm. So it -vas
late in the aftcrnoon, before
I rounded the turti in the
lake, just beyond whichi my
idea was that the fort la>'. ~
To my utter amazernent noth-
ing in the nature of a habita- -

tion wvas in sighit. l'le forest
on the lake shiore ivas un- -.

l)roken and the lake itself
aliruptly terminated in a river
about haîf a mile further on. '.

"So great was my disap- :
pointment, so overpowcring 1 WARMED IT
my fatigue that 1 feit like
giving up and lying dovn
upon the snow to die: but after a FeN' minutes of mute
despair, my courage reasserted itself. Probably the sight
of open water alicad served in a mneasure to revive my
spirits. TIhe outiet of those northcrn lakes neyer
freezes ; and here was a chance to hook a flsh or t'vo,
and that to a hingry man would be a treat indeed. Miy
fishing line %vas out in a minute, and without wvaiting to
eut a rod, I threw the flies upon the water. 'I'ley ivere
seized like a flash by twvo lusty trout and in as many
minutes I had a dozen splendid fish upon the snow.
To make a tire, to broil as xnany trout as 1 could eat, to
eat until I could eat no more, occupied me for the next
hour. Then I set about extemporizing a siielter for the
night and succeedcd pretty vvell, though the resuit of
my labors vvas only a poor substitute for the snug like
hole in the snow at the other end of the lake.

"T1he weather continuing
cloudy it was flot possible to
form any iAdea of the direc- *'
tion likely to take me to the â.fort; so 1 resolved to n'ait a
day and spend it in catching
and cooking fishi and snaring .

hares. My opinion wvas that
the lake on w'hich I w~as joined
that 'upon vvhich Fort Armit-
age Nvassituated, and if this
were so, by retracing nmy steps
I would corne to the thoroughi-
fare between them. If this -'-

w'ere the case two day's tramp-
ing at the most ouglit to take
me to my destination.

" For five more wcary days
I plodded over the snowv,
sleeping in hastily contrivcd NMY RESCUE iIAD cONIE
camps. My feet grew sore

0,

fromn tlie chiafing of thc snow shoe strings. My limbs
almobt refubed to bcar mie. T'he litle supply of food
vviichi I cai ried becanie cxhausted, though I ate as littie
as %vas possible to get along on with. Two or threc timies
despair alnost got the upper lhand. At length growing
vvcar) of exploring lake after lake, I tried to make a
straighit eut across a ridge of considerable hieigli, hoping
that àunctlîing dillerent fromn the micnotonous line of fir
irees miighit grec my gaze un the other side. Near the
toi) of the ridge a failkn- tree la) directly iii my path.
I had flot energ) cnougi to stel> oser it, but sat down
upun itb trunk fromuidi the %%itid hiad swept the snow.
In a (lream>y %ay I began to -iount the days silice the

storm, and remember having
rcaclied the conclusion that
this was Christmas Eve, be-
fore, lying on the tree trunk,
with nîy arnus clasped around
it and my snowshoes dang-
ling froîn ni> feet, slecp over-

cM niC; sensation wvas

tlîat of being violently slîaken,
aîîd I opened îîîy e>'es to find
tliose of Nellie Armiitage
looking into tlieni.

"Oh, MIr. Markwell," she
said, in so glad I've found
you.

"So am I was my answer.
Ncitlîer of tlîe remarks was
particularly brilliant; but I

V'ER THE FIRE. have noticed that people are
flot vcry brilliant when accord-
ing to tlîeory they ought to be.

"IMy rescue hiad conie about simply enough.
"1Joe lîad reachcd the fort during tlîe second night

afier we bad become separated, and having despatched
a1 messenger for my father, they had organized search
parties for me, in whiclî tlîe girls participated, they
scouting the woods near the fort, the others going
furtiier away. Nellie had made a somnewhat longer cir-
cuit than usual tlîat day, and had crossed my snowv shoe
trnck about noon. Slie had a dog sledge and three dogs
with hier, but vvas herseif on snow shoes. My track
whiere she crossed it n'as not more tlîan a mile fromn the
fort, but I bad wandered about so mnuch tlîat she n'as
the wvholc afternoon in conming up with me. Plucky
girl that slîe n'as she kept on tbough atone, except for
lier dogs, but then slîc knew every foot of the forest in
the neighiborhood and could have easily found lier wvay

home in the moonlight Tlîe
place where she finally camne
upon me sleeping n'as not twvo
miles from the fort.

~.. ~' "She urged me to take a
seat upon the sledge. Thougli
I refused at first and tried

to wvalk, so fatigued wvas I,
that she l)revailed upon me

-. with little difficulty to comply
- .Z~--'she set ont on a run, the dogs

ning. itna l ith Ift

*IIOT SMPLYENOGH. that I eaake, bu. sh soone

the lights of the fort gléimed
A
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