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PROGRESS OF BRITISHl COLIJ MBA.
Duriiîg the pnst year Tiîniîrin.'î

lias devoted colisiderable spaticli elv, ti

ta aur- Pacifie Province of l3ritinli O,11iîm.
bia. Previaus ta the epening of the
O. P. Ry. ta the Pacific Coast, rint i-l col-
umibia lîad but littîn laîtercourse, cither
eorninorcial or social, with tîne counitry
ta the east of the Rocky Moutitai %t. The
bjullc of lier people wcre located on the
coast, and thtir itîtercourse was largely
with the neighboring States of the. Pacifice
coast, and wvitli Great Britain, via Cape
Horne. New this is coasiderai,ly elîaag-
ed. Since the opening of the~ national
highway, thousands of Canadians trai
ail parts of the country enst. of tlîe nioun-
tains, have visited the Coast, anid have
miade thenise!ves acqîiainted with taie
province', wvhile tuany have taken up their
residence pcrmnanently in the province.
To.day, there is hardly a leadint; business
mian in WVinnipeg whlo bias not beeti as fair
west as Victoria, and thia is probably trup,
in-alessdegree, ei aur easterii tradeceîîtres.
A fewyears ago British Columbia was ta
the reat of Canada practically a foreiga
]and. Now it cati be looked upon as in
reality a portion of the. Domninioni.

Geographically, Canada an e .Jivided
into two great parts. Eastern, or Old
Canada-that r.artion east of the giea'
lakes-and Western, orNew Canada-the
portion west of the lakes. A glance at
the înap wilI show that by fair tiie greater
portion of habitable country belongs .t,,
the western division, thougli the popula-
tion of this division is but a siaiil fraction
of the Dominion. This gi ves sanie indi-
cation of the future 'possibilities of

-Western Canada. Western Canada cen
égain be divided iinto the two gr cat parts
o~ f. tbè Prairie and Pacific divisions, the

ates including B3ritish Columbia.
With the great prairie reg'ion eat of

the mounitains, British Columibia is now
becoming closely identified, and durin"
the past yeas TUEs COMM!SRCIAL has en-
deavored ta extead this acquaintacéeship,
by devoting considerad6le ipace weekly, te
the. Pacifie Province. It is, therefore,
pleasing ta note that the Pacific Province
has during the past year, miade great aid.
v-incement ia the developi-nent of its me-
sources. The provincial papers have late.
ly heen teeming with, statisties showiag
the progress miade during 1888.

The Pacifie division et Western Canada
is quite uvlike the Prairie section, in
physien teatures, climate, resources, etc.,
aî,dt tlîis is favorable ta commeircial inter-
cou rse betweer. the twa divisions. Blritishi
Colunmbia înay la said ta possess three
gr4,aL natural resoyrces, nàmrely; minerai,

jtiniber and fisliery wveAlth. In the devel-
apmeént of ail these three great industries,
great pro,"ress han% be madle <turing 1888,
and it would seni air if the province had
etitered upon a new crea of development
during the past yens.

Ia thb fishîng industry the ýeair 1888
la raid te have uxcecded amy previaus
year in the value of the catch. The
salmn Canning iadustry, which isl the
most largely developed in the fishery lin.,
,vas, net as successful as iii sarie years'
past, awiag ta thli poor ruii of fiali on
saine streanis. The value of the pack
for the season, hîowever, amounted te ove,-
A1,000,00. Twenty-oan canneries were
in opemation, aîîd paicked 187,403 cases of
salmon. The Dominion Govemament has
fisia haitclîeries. establislied, which ivill
assist in keeping up tiie supply ef saînion.

Seal fishiag is another industry whiclh
lias been prosecuted for sanie y3ars, but
ewinci ta the action of the United States
la interfering with the rights of the seal.
ing *-eszels, the industry was net as ex-
tensively prasecutcd duriag 1888 as in
sanie former years. The total catch for
the year was 24,790 seal, valued at
$17ô3,530. The value of the catch for
1887 %va4,$236,60a. A. number ef new
vessels will engage in thià iadustmy during
tIie present year.

The past yens lias been noted princi.
pally for the developinent of the. black
ced fibhuig iîîdustry, and ttaere la un-
doulîtedly a great source of wvealth in this
iiffdust&y. The total value of the catch
o! ai] flli, canaed, saIt, smaked, freali, flsh
ail, etc., for the year, is rlaced at $1,373,
879. This is exclusive of. the seai catch.
There is yet great roona for developunent
la tlie fishing i dustry,* and ini' a few
years it will doubtîcass b. wortli millions
ana ually te the province.;. -

New life appears te have Uean iatiîaîd
inta tIie mining nd ustry duriag the year.
Heretofore there lias béen ne encourage-
nient ta quartz miaing la the province,
and attention bas bren given aiostly to
placer mmniag. Siace 1 858 ever 851,-
000,000 worth ef gold lias been producedl
lu the pro- lace, but tlie annual pro-
duction has been steadily declining. Lust
yeas the value :)f. Sold expou-ted was

$472,44 2, è.g&ipst $578,924, for 1881.
The ded'ine in g'qld production ta no
doubt due te, the- washing out of the
placer diggingp, bujt for last year it nnay
also bc attrbite te the increased
atUcntion given to peospocting for quiartz
clini. Gold mîning in the provinbe is
cnteriog upon a new era, and cortaiffly
one of far greater dovelopmený than the
palmieýt day» of 'placer mining ever
witncssed. On the tirst of January of
the presprnt year, a Jarge sinu1tqr, -(ha
firht in the proviticc,. was canîploed at
Vancouver. With the opening up of the
country ta railway id steamboat coin-
inunicatiais, and the establishmnent à of
arnlters, the vast minerai wealth of the
province will recoive'increasiuîg attention
froin year ta year. The minerai iweailh
of British Columbia alone, if largely
develtiped, fis suffieient ta inake it a
wealthy pro vinco indeed. The exports ti
products of the mines for the6fscal yeai
onded June 3Otli, 1887, were 81,,432,827,,
or au incres of about $100,000 over
the provieus year. Only twvo years aince
1871 show largpr expoite expqrts, name-*
]y: 18"15 and 1876, which %y6re slight1l'
in excess of the lasL, fiscal year. Coa!la
the principal itein in the expert of pro-
duots of the mines. The output of oa!
for the year 1888 is the 1argeat on-recorýd;
and aînounted ta about 487,000 tons.
Exports of ceal ta the United States for
1888 were valuèd, at $1,761,185. The
total value of aIl *experts of coal, and gold
for 1888 is placed ,at $2,872,000, thus.
nîaking the mines -the most imîportanit
source of wealtli te tho provikîce.*Ne
coal districts are being develôped, L&àt
the output for 1899 'vill be*in'excess of
the past year in ail prbbability. Iran dre
ias aise exported ta the United States.

Third, on the list of industries stands
*Iuniber. Exprrta of luniber for -1888
were 40,000,000, valtrd' eit- 03*6,000,
this woulè 1 ic!ude only shipinents in
vesselà ta foreign contries, prinicipally ta
Australia, South America, Qbinu.
United States. Exporta frQtn itbejcoast
and interior nîills ta Manitoba, the
Territories and east, 'would mot be coûrited
Î% the -figures given. ThBý Itidb -prô-
duction of 1888 le tlië .la-rgâ&'£ 'hi Ùïle
history of thé province, tii. total out for
.the yenar being placedatJ00,QI.t
or 40,Q0000 iL. eiccess:of 1887,c !SèÉie
new îwills, h *ave 1ately been,j't4ltM,
iothera are -in course~ of eirectiM-,îIj sd
othet%- are projet«l,-§'p,.,tlÏt *t1ierB
every -prebtl>ility>.i«) td trs~


