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THE EMPIRE ON LIBEL.IN his .address to the C P.A. convention, Iresident iirie
referred to lite Eliire's article on lihel, as regards the

judge's powers, ani remarked thalt the iimpire had well set
forti the desired change. 'he limpire's ai ticle is given for the
be'nef: 1o thme who have tnt read it .

"'he question is raised as to whether judges shouid be
aillowed to punisih journalists for e.spressionis of opinion delivered
ni their nenspapei alter the public trial of cases of public inter-
est. A judge's riglt to maintait order in his court vien engaged
in hearing cases is unquestioned: without the e.ercise of this

prerogative courts of lawtt' might be paralyzed and their useful.
ness destroyed. In suci cases commital to prison on the ipse
dixit of a judge is right enough. But we tiink the tinme has
coueui when imen engaged in discussing publii lffairs of the
nation in public journals shoiuld be relieved of the danger of be-
ng sent to prison as criminals on the Iersonal order of a judge,
without trial by their peers. There can be no doubt of thc idea
of judges sittintg as accusers, judges. and jury, all in one, being
repugnant to the ideas of personal liberty and independence
which prevail ai the present day. The country is govcrned by
intelligent public sentiment, and judges, like other ofli-
cers of the Crown, miîay safely relv upon enlightented

public opinion for their protection. Tlieir public services,
their impartiality, abilit%, and highi personal charactei fori
a better protection tihan can be secured tihrouih committing
offenders to puison or the imposition of fines and costs.
Wc recognize the fact that the law, while within the reach of
jtdge's lias been seldon appealed to, and that uni ust criticismî
of lthe decisicons of our courts is seldon seen. This is (ue tnot
to fite fact that the puwer of imrionment is in tie iands of
judges. but to the general belief that the judges are fair minded,
honorable, capable lîen, and to a general recognition of the
social necssity that exists fo preserving a bencht without re-

proaclh. UnAder all tihese circunmstances, il would seet to be
lime Io declare that thcre should un longer hc tiat anomîaly in-
our constitlltion whic naliles one of lier Majesty's subjects,
of his own motion. to arrest and imprison without trial atother

subject of 1fer Majesty for offetces alleged to have becen coi-

ititted m coninection wvithI the eieicise of the liberty of public

discussion. The judges shulid, in our opinion, he placed on
the sane footing as other citulents. If they are libelled in the

press, if tlie are falsely' accuscul. Ii them appeal I0 the courts
and to a jury of their fcllow c mnntr men, wlo will not fail Io sec
thtat ample justice is done."

SPECIAL MONTREAL NEWS.

ii, George ltislop lEngraving Co. matter is still in statu

quo. What the outcomîe mill be i's tnt knonut, luit the
impression seevims to bc that thel property tloated by Mr.

lishopi onl his own responsibili w li aken up or arranIged for
in soute wa\.

Tiere have bleen sote changes the directorate and titan-
ageenitt if thle Jewelers' Guide. NIr. F.. lani, hlie founider of
the paper, whi lias h.ad editorial charge smiec its tieeption, has
sold out lits shares to the joint stock compan whii lias îprae
ticallv controlled lthe Iuper for soie time.

iere s coisîderale talk m newspaper ciircls here r ilite
dileuts ietwen it li Roiiant Cathohri lesias tial aluhorities

and Mr lteaugrand. oi 1-1 patne Mr. licaugrand i kotms thuat
thi l.iberal tress are thsirimmated ag:nst, clamuing ihat the
Conîservatun e pîress. ie .\lotd, for mstance. is allowedrtl to pub

li-:l ils coluinns Dunas' great work. " 'lie Three I usketeers,"
wiicih is on the index of works whici gond Catiolics are not
allowed to read. le made a bet of a case of champagne that
titis w'as so, and to prove it publisIed a fake ad. to tei effect
that he inttended to publisht in his piaper. " Monte (hristo,"
whicl is certainily the most moral of Dumas' works. Sure
eiotught, the arcibislop instructed his vicar to iotifv MIr. Beau-
grand thiat Iitas' work's were intîerdicted. and that if lue per-
sisted in publishing ". \oite Christo " tiie faithful would be
warned against his paper. 11 lthe imteantimte Le Mlonde goes on
publisiiing "The Thiree Nluisketeers," and Nir. Heaigrand lias a
subject for some biting editorials, seoral of which have appeared
Oit the subject.

'i'lTere lias been gossip during the imîotth tiat tie old
IHerald is once more to change hands, a syndicate iacided by
Aid. NIcL.Can, of ()ttaw.a, the late Queen's printer, haviilg, il is
understood, lad soie ntegotiations wvith flte people whbo control
the palper at preseit. Nothing lias been consîîutmmttated yet. but
sorti. changes which have occurred on the staff make il look as
thouigih soicthing was on ie lapis.

The paper trale is very quiet at present here. and the
gencral complaint is that buyers are operating froi hand to
moutth. This poiicy is dle to a fear that there may be sote
changes ii the tarf. lut people who ougit to know say that titis
is hardil possible. 1In the case 01 ordinary papers there is only
20 per cent. diuty, which event printters allow is niot more titan is
wanted wiile in tlie case of coated papiers, card board, etc., if
anY red'uction vas made ii the 35 lier cent. duty, it is clained
that it would kill out the only tw' o establishments in the country
wiicih turnt out any goods of this sort. in tIhle meaitimte, iow-
ever, owing to the liicertainty. busiiess is quiet.

'l'ie average.tbmotiit of type set by hiand composition per hour
is Soo emts, but last week Thos. FIawnt, ait operator on a linotype
machine in lthe Witiess ofice, set 24o,95o crms corrected lmatter
for the week of forty-eigit hours- ait average of a fraction over

.1o.ooo unms per day and 5,ooo per hour. This breaks tei Cati'
adian record by 20,450 emts, which was previoisly ield by Wi.
O'Brien, of lthe Toronto G v.'e "' - set 220,500, and tius won
the $3oo gold prize offered by itue Linotype Co., of .\ontreail.
to establbsi a record. F"ollowing was .\Mr. ilawt's daily coim-
position :

Thursday.. .
Friday. .
Saiurday'
.loiday

Totuesday.
Wedntesda.

Total

. . .47,900
43,750
28,600
38,900

................ ,500
. *..... 4o,300

240.950

SELF SPACING TYPE.

F.V printers and periaps not mnany type fouiders realiie,or if they' do lthey iae kept it quiet. that there is the pos.
sibility of so improving the maniufacture of type as to

cause a greater revolution in printting thain auy otte otier factor
oiuts'ide of the typeUetinig nachine. I refer to self spacing type.

There will b liiiundreds of objections to this assertion, aid
as many or more re.i>onss will he g-ien whyv il is îlot practicable.
Notwititstiading- all of tiese objections, imake the predictioi
that tie time vill coei whn the will have %l beci overturnted.
and that ail type eIIast vill b iponl tlte point systmiuu. bothi ways.

liod t> pc %vas, long ago cast upont titis systei. and is a
suct e,. lo be -ure there are itose who do not beliese in it
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