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MAITLAND'S MYSTERY.
(Coiildied.)

Ilunny îniik es one fraîîtic rusht utp the slopin to the riglit, and, widh half a
doi.eî liuunds al iris very licels, spins in front af lier cyes, catches sight of
two ire!sh antagonisis confronting him, ivhîrls suddenly about ta the ri-lht,
and aliiost div'es under her horse's heav'ing barrel as Jiu once more plunges
into the ravine, down the rugged slope, litp the geaitle ascent ta tIre other
iside. There half a dozen long, lean muzzles gleaîaaed close bolîind him ; lie
falters, wavcrs ; a shailp nase je thrust underueathlimn as lie rune, a quick
tass ecuds irn kicking, strug-gling into air, and in atiother instant, willi pit-
cous but ineffectual rqueak and pleading, hie is the centre ai a tunibling,
snapping, faug-gnashîing group ai hounds, and bis litile lieé is torn out
almost before Graham can leap front his saddlc, beat themr back with the
vitor af his cap, then, seizing the stjîl quivcring body by the legs Ilhat wvould
have saved could that empty bead only hava directed, holds poor Bunny
aloft in front ai Mlra. Lawrence's 8narting steed and proclainis lier IlQueen
ai tho Chase."

And this, tao, lias Mrs. flelknap ta sec and strive ta sanile; vrhile down
in ber heart shte knows that it coîîld flot so have happened had Perry corne.

Xi.
]liding eastward just before Doon, sornewhat coinforted in conscience

because of his self.denial ai the îararning, Ned Perry scanned the distant
prairie in search af the hunt. Il was nearly luncheon-tiane, and lie expected
ta find tho party rnaking ils way ta the little strean -whither the baskets,
boxes, and hampers had been despatchcd by wagon saine hours before ; but
ivhen lic îsighted the quartermaster driving homeward in lits buggy lie lcarned
from that bulky veteran that rabbit alter rabbîî had been runt, and thai the
whole party had finally decided ta give dogs and harses a cool drink down
in the 'Monce vallcy before starting nort),ward across tic prairie. Il Thoy
must be getting down juta the valley Iwo or three miles east ai the ranch
jusi. about Dow, and %çill go due north frant there, unless they stir tilt mare
gaine along tic 'Monee. If 1 vc.rc you," raid the quarterniaster, Il I'd ride
over ta the lunch-stand You wan't get there mucîr before the crowd."

Pcrry tliarkcd hiim for the information, but, so far irom acceliting hi~
advice, tIre younger oficer turned bis borse's bcad iii the direction ai Doit
raven, and wvas speedily riding thither with an alacrity that lc ie mseli coulk
bardiy explain.

In his bni talk %çiîl the colo;.cl airer parade on the previaus eveninu
Perry had told hum wbat lie could ai the characterjstics of Messrs. Maillait
and Ewen. The odd letter whicli bad been sent by tbcmn had gaven lt
corumanding officer cause for muchi thought, and ho wvas desirous, cvidently
ai gathering froin Plerry's observations as complete an idea as was possi
ai tiacir life and surroundings. And still Pcrry bad iound il imîrosble t
voluntcer any description ai M.%iss M'ýaitiand ; be could not boar ta speak c
her until-until hie knew mare ai the doctor's purpose in his visits ta th
ranch. He bad been detained by lài commander jaist long cnougb ta mak
it necessary for him ta go direct ta the Spragaîcs' -.vîhout lcaving Iris belInie
and sabre at home. They %verc Nvaiting dinner for hlmt as it was, but Ni
Belknap toc k no note ai tirat circumstancce; wsrat she saw wvas that he hia
avoided evc.n passing witbin liaitlofaier piazza Petit befure and aiter parada

Noir, thoughi consciaus ai no inrtention ai avoidance, Perry rode fart
ta tire meeting ai ihis day îvith same little nîisgiving. In the first place, hl
I<ncv that lic mnust surive ta makc bis peace with this s'ighted lady; and ye
iii view ai ail hie had seen and hecard in Uic past forty.cight hraurs, hao
utterly dwarfed had that affain-his laughîng flirtatton with Mrs. lielknap-
become ! Had any aile told bim bis attentions ta hier and hier marked pr
ference for Iris socicty wcnc matters ibat people vrerc beginning ta talk of,-
same vrith sly enjoynicnt, otiiers with genuine rcgre,-rc would bave bec
grateful for the information, insîcad af reseniful, as, with mast nien, ivou
bc the case ninety-ninc limes out ai a lhundrcd. But ho knewv nothing
this, and liad tou little experience ta suspect the commncnts in circulatio
She was 'tract intercsting-up ta the day befare ycsîerday ; lic lovcd ta ri
or danice wvith lier ; lire cnjoyed a chat îvith bier more than lie cauld tell.
niost synipathcîic and attentive listcncr ivas Mirs. Belknap, anrd hier vaicc %V
loiv and swvccî and full ai srmbtly carescing toncs. bhe hid imade him ta
ta lier by the hour ai bis home, bis bapes 0 and ainbitioni, blis profession ai
bis prospects, and liad lîeld lini iu a stîken bandage that hie bird no desi
ta escape.

And yci, as lic rode out on the brczy plain this brilliatît day, lic fou
ail thought ai ber distasteful, and lus eycs, far irom scarching for tîre fluti
of lber tinn habit in tbc distant riding-party, ie-<'li go a.raammng ove: t
intcrvening shiades and sballows down in the Monce valley and sr.k t
barc, bnoiwn ivals ai Dunraven far across thc streani Il %vas adoj indc
that lie shîould have saught titis, the langer way round, on hîs ride in qui
oi bis campanions from tîte fort.

Once again hie lookecd nt the isolated clump of buildings fran bis post
observation on the bluff; once again bc saw across the sîrcain and tItrai
tire trccs the barbed banneCr that liad caused bath bîn and his mien sucb h
eration of flesh and tcmper ; once again he saw tire slrallow valley %vindi
away t0 te southeasi, deckcd wvith ils scrubby fringc.wonk ai cottov
and willow ; but ibis tince, trrc miles away ils nccustomed solitude v
braken by groups ai niders ind darting black spcck.q af dags, ail inov
northward once marc anrd already breastir..- IL. sioi es. lie shrorld Il
iirrncd nvray castu ard and riddeiî across country iv )..pîn thîci, but do
irere in the valley, onîy a slort d.,ancc awny bsiu.bed ini rvatcliing
bunting party, sat Mir. Ewenon a . wiargand c3,îîtd bay. WVhaever co

ness Iris rider miglit fecl ai lais discovery, iL was nat shared by Notait lie
pricked up) lus cars and liailed bisi feliowv quadnupcd ivitb cordial and nai.
iected pleasure, a neigli tîrat the English-bred harme was sa tuttoniy uninsular
as ta wbirl about and answer with corresponding warmtb. Ewen caught ai
Iris heavy Derby and jcrked it off Iris bullet bead with &n air ai mingled ombar-
rasmicnt and civiliîy, replacing it with similariy spaemodic haste. Perny caolly,
but ivitîr a certain easy grace, raised lais forage-cap in response to tire
salutation, and thon, seeing the manager etil looking ai bil as tbougb lae
%vanted ta say sonîeîlîing and did not knaw haw ta begin, gave Nolan iris
lread and rode down ta short haiiing-distance.

Il Ve nie on noutnal graund out bere, Mr. Ewen. 1 suppoýse yoîîn
exclusive empnloyer over yonder can hardly prahibit yaur answering civil
enquiries aller bis liealtir P And, thouglibe meant ta bc distant, Perry
tound bùnselfsBmiling at the oddity of the situation.

"lDo you know 1 was just thinking about yau, nnswcred Ewen, Iland
wondening whetbor you were rvith that panîy down yaudcr ?" The aId gen-
Ilenni is better, tlranks. Yie bird two pnetty bad nights, but is couaing
around slowly."

"And IMtis Mlaitland,-bow is sho ?

"Rallier seedy. She lias bard a goad deai ai cane and vexation ai tl,
I fancy, and tis is no place for a young girl, anyhaw."

IlWeil, you bave same appreciation ai the truc character ai Duntaven
as a residence, aller aIl 1" answered Perry. IlNow, if yau can give me any
good reason wiry shte sirould live in this utteriy aut-af-the-way place, you
wilI lift a weighî from n>y mind."

.«Oh, they don't live here, you know," spake Ewen, hurriedly. IlShe
cames here only wben bier fathen dots. Il is lier awn doing. She goce
witb lirn everywhere, and will not leave bim. She's aIl bie bas, don't you
know FI

ta 1' dan't kuaw anything about it. You Dunnaven people seern averse
toayexpression o nestor courtesy (rm your fellaw-men, but lInm fcc

ta say 1 slrauld like ta know wbat on earth thene is in American cavalrymen
ta irake thent sucb abjects of aversion ta 3'our master; and I would bo glird
ta knowv hrow it is such a girl as tbat is dragged int such a hale as yanden."
aEwen sat in silence a moment, studying the young felaw's face.

Il You desenve a better welcaaie there," he pnesently auswered, "land 1
don't know that 1 can do better than ta tell you the trutb,-what 1 know ai
it. Anad Ict me tell you that if the aId inknow ai my epeakiurg ai it ta anY

s one, I'd ]ose the most lucrative but lcast attractive place I ever had. Do
*yau sec ?",

Il Then perhrrps you bird better flot tell me. 1 do not care ta pry into
secrets."

9 "'Oh, ibis is noa secret. Il %vas thal that drave birs here: everybody
1 knew iL in England. You were mighty sbabbily îreated al the ranch, and
e you reqrratcd ut by prcvcnting wliaî would have been a blaody now and by

,lending us a lrelping hand. Eicen tire aid mnan recognizes that; anrd 1 drink
o e'd bc glad ta say s0 ta yau, and sec you, if you were nat just what y ul are,

0 -a cavalny officen."
f IlWhy, wh-at on eartr caun ie have donc ? if any af aur clath wronged
e Mr. Mailland mn any way, it is aur rigbî ta know it and take it up."
e. "I Iwvasn't your cloth, aid féllow," said Esven, thawing visibly, Ilbutail
ti was the cavalny ail the same that broke bis heant and bis pnide, and made
s- his lifol the wreck il is, and drove lirn fIra bis home, shunnrng the sighit çý'
d lits iellow-mcn, ail th-se ycars,-exiling her, too, in the prime ai bier young

h. ic. Mr. Perry, there are only tbnec or four of us ai Dunraven wbo knaw
hl the story, but lir have anly sympathy and puty-no blanc-for hrim, thoîg
o lic is the lrarsbest master 1 ever scnved."

t, I "Haw did iL bappen ?" asked Ferry.
W "'Ail tlirough bis son. There bad been mare ai them, but thene ivas
- anly the ane-Archie-when thre Lancers wene ondered to Southr Africa. He
e- was a youngster, anly soventeen, tbcy tell me, and bie bad just been gazetîcd
- ta lrjs corneîcy. The aId mnan was aIl wrapped up in bim, for ai thet ilrc
rn boys the eldest had diedl only the month before the regiment was ondercd
Id on foreign service and the second had been killcd, in India. Bath these two
ai who wcne gone bad mnade themseives fanons among their comnades by thenl
ni. iearlessncss and higli character, and the aId man, of course, could flot ask
de Archie ta quit the service just when ordens for dangerous duty came. The
A boy went ta. the Cape wixb bis corps, and gaI into tle tbick ai the Zulu
as war just at the lime ai tbe massacre of the 241h at Isandlwhana and the fight
Il, ai Rorke's Drif t. 1 was at home then, and ail EDglarrd was quivering wih
nd grief over sudh nteedlcss sacrifice as was mnade ai thrat regiment, anid aIl rcady
te ta (ail do-vri and worsbmp sucir felîows as Chard and Bromhead, wbo trade

tho superb fugiri almost ait the camne time. Tlicy say aId laritland svantcd te
nd -o bmmself, as volunteer or someîhing, with Lard Chelmsford, but it corild't
ter be dane. IUiç father bird fought al AIma and Inkerman, and bis grandfather
lie had led tIc' Guards at Waterloo. The whole tIle wcrc soidiers, you know;
hie and now Archie was with the Lancers in Zululand, and the Lancers Wirer
cd going Ia w:pe aut the disasters of the first figîts ai the campaign, and Anchic
est %vas ta tiphold tire grand aId fighting Dame and carne bomne covered witli

glory. Hoe was the hîcir îraw, and Miss Gladys was but a little girl. I bare
af beard ut ail iran -Mrs. Covwan : sIc was tbcir housekeeper in those«days, anrd

gl a sort ai comîraniair, taa, tai Mns. 'Maitland, whro was veny deieate. lTr
ac- aid un was very fiery aamd îîraud, and full ai fierce denunciatian ai eir-
ng ting thai had gane wvnong in the campaign ; anad ie affcnded some pecopke
od by the way be condenrncd saine afficer wbo was a friend ai theirs, and ibere
.as werc aibers lvhu tbaugrit ho talkcd tao mucli; bîît hoe fairiy boiled over çherl

ing the ncws came oi how the Prince Imperiai hiad been abandoned by bis escant
rvc and Ihat a Bhnrisb affircer nnd a dozen men had rua ,.wo miles ai top spctd
wn train a beggarly littho squad ai niggers befane they darcu look round Ia stt
the tçhat liad becomie ai their prince, whon îliey bad heft to fight tbe gang alin.
roi- That r, as aid Maitland's text for a mnn. if any son af iris had cver beci
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