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BIRDS OF SPING.

Birds ! what wondrons songs you sing
Allday long §a the old o'm treo,
Floadlng enrth with melody,

Birds of spriwg ¢
Joyous burst of song, that dies
suddenly, as switt you rixo
On the wing.

Wike old bards who thriiled the north,
With thelr lnys in times of yors,
Leuarned frour birds their mystic loro,

3y the froth

Of the manuntain streams they heard

Seceret muaryels by cachy bird

Babhled forth

When the sonthland tnonarel’ .-,
Council-thraned, with dirg fi avs vot,
And 1he soothisayers perplexed,

. Portents great

Sought they from the birds that flew

Overhead, srom them they drew

Words of futc.

Al ! what raptures boat and blend
Undernenth thoso wings of gold ¢
Could I like tue secrs ofold

Comprebend !
Could 1 but trauslato your lavs
Wondrons songs 1'd sing-~like days
Withont end.

Strange old legends come aguin—~
Asachant from Hps unseny
Sends through gothle arch and <ereen
18 refratn—
Legends of the crossbill good,
And the Chiist upon the roxd
Stretehed in patn,

1ielty that raules nbove
The wild wastes of sex ana flame,
Toner’s cyes revealed beeamne
Asadove,
Teaching in that gentle gulse
Grandesy strength, but siznities
Teudcrest love,

Hark =1 henr a mystery fioat
‘I'irouzh all lfe~2 meaning thyllis—
Love ! the breath that swells and tridls
Froin your thiroats,
Hy the poet soul §s best,
‘The divine sweet riddie, guessesl
Of these nolex,

Pocts tbirds of spring ¢ 1 s00th
All the seasons nre your spring,
Al your songs are prosaging

Ofthe truthe
Of the beauty that sbatl bloomn
Whcen this world shall reasstumo
Its lost youth,
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South Africa and Her Colonles.
¥ LICUT. GEN, WSSET, C. n.
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Your Grace, Nembers of the Institute,
Jadies and Gentlemen,—Having been invit
ed to give an address on the suhject of
South Africa and ber Colonica, I have not
hesitated from doing so, although I am
quite sure there are many in this rocm
more competent than myself. 1 wil, hor-
ever, endeavour to give a short account of
tho country with which 1 have been so long
arsociated.

I purpose dividing the sulisct under con
sideration into three epoch-, viz. the past,
the present, nnd the future; and I shall
propose to give a Liief account of cach of
the four Colonies—the Cape, Natal, the
Uiange Free State, and the Trans Vaal Re-
public, )

1 will not refer to the first discovery of the
Cape of Good lope, in 1486, for thatis a
matter of history, as is also that the Colony
was_first founded by the Dutchin 1652--a
small settiement extended gradually, until
the frontier reached the great Fish Itiver.

In 1796 the Cape was taken by LEvgland,
given back to the Dutch. in 1803, and re-
taken in 1800, sinco which time it hias been
a depenidency of the British Crown. The
areaof the Colony is about 350,000 square
miles,divided into thirty-three clectoral dis-
tricts, with a population of about 600,000
which gives a proportion of ahout two indi-
viduale to thesquare mile. ‘Tho inhabitants
may be roughly divided as follows: Euro
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pean, 155,000; Hottentols, §0,000 ; Jaflirs,
110,007 : other coloured races. 139,000. .In
British Kaflraria, a province lately incorpor
ated into the Colony, there are about 8,000
Europeans and 80,000 Kaflirs.

‘The first British settlers procecded to the
Cape of Good lope in 1820, and from  that
dnte the country has atlvanced.toils present
great prosperity. These carly settlers had
great privations to endure, but that indomits
able pluck and perseverance which always
accompanics an IEnglishman prevailed, and
they ave now reaping their reward.

In fifteen years tho seitlors bad increased
their flocks and herds,. and wero living iu
comparative prosperity ; when, in 1835, a
Kaflir war bioke out, which devastated the
whole of thae froatier distrigls,

S'r B. D'Urban was at the timo (iovernor
of the Colony, n farsecing and humave
statesman, The Kalfirs wero punished,and

or aware of their own power. Their coun.
tiy wag taken possession of up to the Xie
River, under the name of the Proyvince of
Queen Adelaide, and held by military ocene
vation; had this been continued, the Kaf-
tirs would have been civilized years ago,

Unfortunately, this policy was not approv-
cd by the Homoe Gorvernment, and the
country was given back to the Khaflirs, the
Governor recalled, and a LicutenatGov-
ernor sent out, with power to make trea
tics. Not only was the Provinco of Queen
Adelaide abandoned, but a tract of country
between the Fish and Keiskuma Rivers,
hieretofore kept neutral, was also relinquish-
ed to tho Ioflirs,

These concessions were tuken as weake
ness on our pard, and were the cause of the
two great Kaflir wars which followed, |
cannot hieroe help relating that ono «f the
military posts nbandoned in the neutral
territory nbove alluded to, which had cost
£60,000, fell to the possession of the Katlic
chief, Maccomo, who immediately sold it
‘03 it stood” 1o a trader for {wo cows,
valued at the outside £3.

‘TLe Lieutenant-Governor, acling under
the influence of the ** Philipine party” then
donminant in Ingland, made *f treaties”
with the Eaffirs most unjust towards the
froptier farmers. The Xaflirs are the greatt
ost cattle robbers in tho world, and theso
treatise eld out a premium for them to
steal : for iustance, a farmer was not allow:

ed to claim compensation for losses of cat-
'tle unless he could prove that un armed
lierd was with them at the timo they were
stolen; end if ho saw his own cattle in
Knflirland, with bis own # brand mark’ on
them, hio could not recover them unless ho
proved that he traced the **spoor” from
his farm, and hruded 1t (thie epoor) over to
;.hcd anthorities on tho border of Kaffir
and.

Theso and similar conditions were most
¢« unjust to the Colonists, and was one of the
I cauges which led to tho emigration of the
! Dutch into tha interior of Africa. Another

cause of discontent was the liberation of

their slaves—not 80 much from the act
y itself, but from the injudicious wanner in
which it was done. The slaves were valued
by English Comumissioners Izr below their
renl value, they were paid for by drafts
payable in England, and there was then
littlo or no circuliting medium in the
Colony : the consequence was that the
Datch had te part with their drafts forone
tenth of their vatue.

This portion of the Cape inhabitants he
camo s0 dissatisfiad with the Englich Gov-
cernment about this period (1836 3) hat
they formied into bands, and passed over

in a measuro conquered, for they had not t-p.
to that time become possessed of fire arms,,

tho Colonial frontier to the North, becamo
tho pioneers of the vast continent of
South Africa, and the names of the leadérs
of these ‘binds will-éver bo 'memorable
in the annals of that' portion: of ttie.woilil—
viz. Pieter ‘Retief Gert Mairilz, ‘Peit Uys,
Potgietor, Pretoriug, Erasmus, Le. '

Tho history of these people after leaving
the Colony, their wanderings in the wilder.
ness with their flocks and herdsd, their
primitive habits and customs, and their
battles with tha natives, would record facts
more thrilling than many a romance.

After the war of 1835, the Colonists again
prospered until another Kallie war broke
out, in 1S8406-7, when tho frontier dis~
tricts were a second time reduced to poverty
and derolation. During this war, Kaffir
land, up to the Xie River, had to be re-taken
possession of, and, after peace wis proclaim*
ed, held by a military force. A third war
broke out in 1850, which lusted for three
years, and cost this country over £3,000,-
000 of monoy. Theso wars were most
ruinous to the country, and nothiog but
the perseverance of the Anglo-Saxon race
could have overcome such disasters.

Since the war of 1850°1853 there has been
no collision with the natives of the Cape
Colony, snd it is to bo hoped that sucha
gencral uvnderstanding wlil be come to in
éouth Africa, on native policy, as will make
them matters of the past.

Before proceeding to the present pros-
perous slate of the conutry, it might be
well for me to give a short sketch of the
Kaflirs themselves, although little is yet
knovm of their eatly history or origin he-
yond mero tradition.

The Kaffir titbes, under the name of
Amaxosas, iubiabited tho country between
tho great Iish River and'the Umtata River,
whero they join tho Abatembee. or Tamboo-
keo tribes, thesoe again join the Amapondas,
~ho extend eastward aslong the coast untii
they amalgamate with the Zulus in Natal,
From 60 to 100 miles inland from the sea
there iz a range 2f mountains, runu.ag cast
and west, which divides these several
tribes from thoe races of ‘the interior; °

Tho numbers of the coast tribes inhabit-
ing the country between 1he Cape Colony
and Nats' may be put down sometbing as
follows :—

‘The Amaxcsas, or Kaflirs  atont..250,0600
The Tambookecs, or Abetembn *¢ . 300,000
Minor Independent Tribes s .. 50,000
‘The Amapondas or Fuku's People ..125,000

M.:king o totalof near...... 525,000

As I snid before, the origin of these xaces
is yet a matter of conjecture ; the Amapon.-
das and Tabookces were no doubt the
Aborigines of Nawal before Chaka drove
them out of that country. But the Kaffir
claim a separate listory, and by their tra-
ditions aro snid (o have sprung from a chief
named Xosa. from whom they take their
name : their descent is thus carried back
for twelvo generations—viz, Xosa, Tahaxe,
Newangu, Sikomo, Togu, and Geonde—
from whom again sprang the present divid-
ed-tribes, according to tho accompanying
genealogical table.

‘This “threc" brings theXaffir nation dowa
to-the present day; but somo of the old
chiefs hiave died sinco I left the Cape in
1867, and have been svceceded by their
sons. 1t will, { fear, with all I have before
me, take up too much time to go into tho
hiws and customs of thieze people; suffico
it 1o say that many of them are curious and
interesting, and throughout bear a Jorwish

or lebrew type. 1 have, sinco leaving

Soutly, visited Novth Africa, nnd observed




