THIE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

{ Fepruary 11, 1573,

NEW DRILL: AXD TACTICS.
The foilowing memoranda havobeen issued
at Aldershot.
MEMORANDUS ON TER FORMATION OF HALF BATTA-
LION DOUBLE OOLUMNS, AT QUARTER DISTANOE.

Battalions will usually be formed first in
cight compunics, and then again told off into
foir double compnnies, They will be told oft
into double companies as follows:—1and 2
compnnie—Iit doublo company; 3 or 4—
2ud double company. and soon.  When not
otherwise ordered, they will formy column
of double compunies in rear of oneof the
flank double compnmes, Thusone half bat.
talion will alwavs bo the front, and the other
the rear half of the column.\When a brigadein
line of battalion of double company columns
is ordered to deploy into line of hatf-batta.
lion doubile columns, at deploying intervals
to the left, the leading  haif-battalion of the
right column will stand fast, the remainder
form * fours left.”” and mmch off; and each
ha]f~batttlion will on gaming its proper in
terval, ¢ front turn,” and **halt—dress up”
on tho alignment. ‘T'he adjutants of the
battalions will, as usu:l, give the poims
where the onter flnks of their respective
attalions will rest . “I'iere will be the vsual
interval of thirty paces between battalions,
but auly deploying intervals between bulf-
battalions, unlessitis intended thed the
half-battalions should go on acling inde~
pendently when deployed, in which case
twolve puces interval in addition will be or-
dered, Officers commanding half-battalions
will generally juage their own intervals ; but
when great accuracy is necessary, then foot
points for each half-battalion columan will be
given by it base moarkers (in the sume way
u$ for & hue of battalions column at less
than deploying intervals). When half-hatta-
lions deploy nto hine, aud no interval be-
tween them hias been ordered the lteutenant
colonel will assume the comm-+nd, and they
will become one battalion. Butif twelve
paces, in addition to deploying interval, has
been orderd, then the majors will still con
tinue in command of thew respective half-
battulions, and the licutenant colonels will
only exercise s general superintendence.
When half-battalions ave formed one colour
will go with each. When a line of battalion
quuiter colummsis ovdered Yo deploy into
Lue of hatf-battahion double columns, ut de
ploying intervals, 1t will be done on exactly
the same pnncinle asa leployment from
line of douole compnny columns—each half-
battalion formmg double compnunies on the
§nvuch in thesame way as for marcbing past

Tulf-battalipn double columns deploy into
hine 20 aflank, unless otherwise specially or-
dered. When battalions are so weak that
they cinnot be formed into cight companies
they will be told off into six. In this case
they will usually be foymed into single, not
double, balf battalion columns, When, how-
ever, 1t 18 considered necessary to form them
in duuble bulf battalion columns, the follow-
ing cource will be adupted:—Une double
company will be in iront with the other
stngle company of the same half battalion in
reat of s outer flank (thatas, in the right
halt-battaaon the odd company will be
the rear of theright inthe left half-battalion
in resrof the left) RS

<t om '
HEMORANDUM ON FOR TlO.\g?OR ATTACE,

1.—0f a battulion acting alone —1t will be
formed eather (1) Ju line of hait-battalion
singlecolumns atdeployingiutervals,.covered
by the fiist  nall biuwbon “skirnusmng and
the second in support. Ur (2) one halt batta.
lion will extend two cgmpantes skirmisbing
and two in support, and bo followed by the

other half battilion in double company
columm or line, according to circumstances,
In cither ciso the supports will he 300 yards
in front of the main body, the skirmishers
200 yards in front of the supports, The sup
ports will ba with open files, that is, with
two paces between each file. The main body
will always deploy when under fire,

II,—0f a Brigade.~Two half battalions of
the same battnlion will cover the front of the
brigade,each with two companies skirmishing
and two in support. This battalion miy be
taken cither from ono of the flauks, or from
tho ceutro of the brigade, When the brigadoe
consisted of an odd number of battalions,and
the formation for attackis made from line
or line of columns atdeploying intervals, the
latter course will often be found the quicke-t
and best, When circumstances of ground
render it advisuble, tho skirmishers may ad-
vance by vanks,-the front rank one hundred
yards or so in advance of the rear rank.
On any chack occurring, the rear rank will
at once reinforce the front rank. ‘Thoe sup-
ports will bo with open files 200 or 300 yards
in vear of the skirmishers, The remaining
battalions in line of half-battalion double
columns, at deploying distance, 300 or 400
yardsinrear of the supports. Tho half bat
talions will be commanded b{ the mijors.
The lieutenant colonel will tako a general
charge of the whole. Ile will not, howaver
vepent the brigadier’s words of command.

111.—Of a brigade of four batlalions acting
alone,— The snme, except that, one battalion
will be placed as a reserve, 500 or 600 yards
in rear of the centre, if possible under cover
and either in battalion of balf battalion
double columns.

1V.—Of a division of three brigades.—Two
brigades inline with one another in the
same formation asin No. II. The third in
reserve, 500 or 600 yards in rear of the gen-
tre, in line of battalion or half battalion
double columns, at thirty paces interval, ov
more if required.

V — In advancing, a half battalion will be
named to direct. The suppoit in front
of this half battalion will be the sup-
port ot direction, Theskirmishers in front
of it again the skirmisheis of direction,

VI.—Of the cavalry aud artillery of a divi*
sion.—When a division is formed for attack
inan open pilain. in the order descrited in
No IV, there should be a hattery of arutlery
on each flink in line with, or in "any fuvour
able position to thie rear of, the main line
—and such Dbattary should have a reus
ment of cavalry echelon on its outer flank.
If o battery cannot be spared thena half-
battery. And =0 with the cavalry—if a
regiment is not dispos.ble ;thena wing, a
squadron, or a troop. 'The remamnder of the
cavalry and artillery should bo placed m
rear of the centre -~ behind, or on the flunks
of the reserveinfuntry, and whenever possi.
ble, covered both fiom observation and tire,
When 1t is desirable to bring the rescrve
artillery and cavalry into action, they can
either come up a flank, or can pass straight
through the intervals bLetween the bail-bat-
talion columns of the infantiy Line. It wiil
be found that artillery can pass through the
infantry mostreadily by moving in half bat.
teries. ‘lhereis always roomfor a half bat
tery to puss between the half-battalion
columns of the weakest line battalion,
When artillery have once gotinto actionin «
good positivn they shiould bo moved as sel:

dom as possible, The advance of the infun* |‘md supports in the usual way.

right wheels to the right nnd extends from
its left into a lino of sknimishers and ono of
supports. The next hall-battalion of the
same corps move up on tho left of the pro-
ceding and extends in the samo my nnes
from its right. Those two cover the front
of the whole of the brigade. Tihey advanco
until they gain tho required distince from
the third hall-battalion, ‘T'his lust wheels to
the right and {orms the base for the formation
aof the new line. 1ts left half-battalion comes
up on ils left. The half battalions of the
next regiments como up by shortest line on
s yight, ‘Tho two half-battnlions which
covered the front of the old hnein extended
order close on their left or centre(out of fire),
reform half battalions, and take post in the
general ling on tho left.  Should there Lo
only threo battalions in the Lrigade, then
the fourth half*battalion of the ongnal line
witl come up on the right of the third—the
old extended half-battalions forming tho
leftol the new line.

IL.—O0f a brigade acting alonewith a reservé
—'T'he samo ns the above, except that the
reservo will form the right wing on the1ight
of the half*battalion of formatinn. ‘I'ne hals
battilions next on the lef to the hall*batta
lion of formtion forming on us left, Tho
old extended half battalions becomes thore-
serve.

IIL.—Of a division of three brigades.—(1)
Right brigade.—Tho right half*battalion of
the old line wheels to the right advances,
extending from its right skirimishers and
furnishing the new right skirmishers and
supports of the brigade. T'he second half* .
battalion moves up on its left and extends,
furnishing the new left skirimishers and
supports of the brigade. The third half
battalion wheels to itsright and becomes
the base for the new formation. ‘Ihoremain
ing balf-battalions of the bigade moveup
onits left into hine by the shortest lines.
The two old ecxtended half*battalion from
the two left half battilions of the new line.
(2) Leftbrigade : Tho two extended half
binttalions close (o their outer flank, reform
hal€ battalion double columns, and join the
remainder of the biigade, which proceeds by
the shortest way to form the reserve to tho
new line, at the proper distancein rear of
its cenlre, and in the usual formation., (3)
Kteserve : The right battalion wheels to us
right and sends its two hall-battalions to
extend in succassion to the right of tho new
line ot skirmishers and supports There
maining bittalions if not alveady in halt
buttalion double columns, twill adopt that
formation. and proceed in the most direct
way to form cn the® vight of the hulf baltalion
«f formation ot the new lLue. Should the
change of the front ho ordered to the left
it will be exccuted on exactly the samo
principles.

IV. Qfa division (or b:igade) whena con
{act wiik the enemy.—A change ot front such
as above, though uecessary for purposes of
drill, would raiely be reguired on service,
and could only be executed 1n case of a
flink attack when the front was nutengaged
with the enemy, In war, when thereis any
expeclar,on of a flank attack, & division Wik
always advance with a brigade or battalion
kept back in echelon on 1s exposed flank,
and on such an attack being developed, tus
brigado or battalion will at once change
fiont to meet it, throwing out skirmishers
The otd

try should always Ls preceded Ly n concen.  Shirmishiag battul.ons will iold the cenewmy
truted firo of artillery'on the puiny sclected it check ou the onginal front, and the re:

for attack.
MEMORANDUM ON OHANGES OF FRONT.
1.~ 0f a brigadeacting alonewith o reserce.
~To tho right.~Tho hall’battalion or (¥~

i serve will bo at once. brought up to extend
and slreu%lben the flank now threatencd.

Any battalion disposable from the opposite
flank of the original line will be immediat



