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T1E DOUM UF THE IRON CLADS.
(New York Time:, Aus )

Belween the iron clad slip and the ion.
clad man therois a singular rosem!lande,
which buds fuir to be cacised out Uy the for-
mer liko the latter, becoming obselete.
Armor was disused Lecauso the prretmting
force of projectiles, constuntly incicasing
and calling for thicker plates 1o resist them
rendered such defence practicallyidle, Now,
ships are going through much the same ox
perienco that the men at arm+ did of old,
As fust as tho plates have been taado thick-
er. guns have been mado bigger and more
powerful. A few yecars ago the English
Warrior was pronounced impregnable 5 but
soon after plates like those that cover hep
were oasily riddled with shot. Then, the
Lord Warden, then the Bellerophen and the
Jercules passedthrough the sume rxperiencs,
Finally the Glatton, the last and most invul-
nerable of ships, has been found to be no
moro exempt from the possibility of pene-
tration. “The guns have steadily advanced
with the plates, so that at last a thirty five
ton gun throws g 700 pound shot propelled
by one hundred and ten pounds of powder.
We have thus been brought to tho noint
which sagacious engineers, somo time back
suggested as probable. It is now proposed,

that is to say, to abandon armor as adefence,

for guns, and ¢ven to a great extent for
ships, and no less an authority than Str
William Armstrong is found among leading
advocates of the change.

Itisnot alone because of the increased
preforating power of guns that the changeis
recommended. The highest class of gun is
slways very costly, and raquires a very cost-
lyship to carryit. Even the thinly avmored
ship will still, in a general o> averago way,
be far safer Trom the largest, or any guns,
than a ship not plated at all. Tho coming
danger, however, is not from above waler
but below, Thenew torpedocs, and espe-
cially that known as tho “ Motino,”" h.ve
undergone great development, and from
these destructive engines the heaviest ar-
mered ship that floatsis no more safo than
a New York pilot boat. It is pretly certain
that the torpedoes will come into geverad
use. Horrible as they s2ein, there appears
nn more logical reason why they should not
be used than other implements of war. But
iron-clads, from their comparative slotwness
and unwicldness, are especially liable to
the attack of tarpedoes. Ifence a return to
the old idea o. getting lightness and speed,
and an abandooment of tho futilc effort to
be invuinerable, is likely to bo applicl to
vessels just as it was once to men, and for
very much the samo reasons. Tho geacral
principlois, thatall additions to dtensive
weight must bo attended by a dmnnution of
armament and speed, unless the siza of the
ship bo increased in very rapud proportion.
According to tho new lights, it would scem
that a country with a little sea cosst aud
limited merchint marinc aught find her ac-
count in stifl having a few and very large
and powerful vessels to cope with hostile
fleets; but powers like the United States
or Great Britain aro likely to have far less
relativo need of them.  For such powers are
recommended much hghter and faster craft
than cithierour own Jectater or the English
Warrizr : and there are many naval engi-
neers who now agree with S Wilham Ann.
s.sun2 m holding that “ swift vessels of iron
dividerd 1ut0 nuinerous water tight com-
partiaents, with boilers and machinery be-
low the water ling, and oply very parlially

pjueiing the sorld, and that the ¢ tight lit-

armored, constitute the class of seagoing
ships tehich it would bo most prudent to
build, under the present prospect of tho
pro‘gr’?ss of arlillery and tho science of at-
tack.

In surveying the marcl of s~ientitic im
provement in ils relationto naval sarfare,
it is undeniablo that theso countries have
tho most to congratulate themselves upon
which hesitated to emlark in largo o_utlnys,
on armored ships, petlisng the experiments
af tho last few years, and have waited {o pro.
Gt by tho experiments of others, and put off’
preparing an iron clad navy until in theac
tual presenco of necessily. Still such a
coursc of economy is very lhazardous, and
miglt lead to govoe misfortone, and mara-
time Powers of tho first rauk owe it to their
own self respect to keep abreast of tho
worldin all matlers of naval architecture
and engincenng. Meauwhile it is tolerably
certain that the building of light, swift
stoamers of the best model, and in com-
partments, is hardly ever likely to boe un-
wise or supeillous. A monitor may bo su
perseded by the growth and deadily cfti
cacy of torpedoes or other sea monsters, but
this is hardly ever likely to Le the cise with
an Irequsc or a Kearsarge.

The following interesting sheteh s given
by the Lindsay Lost :—

“Wo met al tho residence of Mr, John
Chisholm here, on Monday last, & namesake
of his—a Mr. IJugh Chisholm—uwho il he
lives till next Christmas day, will have com
pleted his 105th year! In conversation with
the veuerable old gentleman, we ascertained
that he was born at Johnstown New York
State, on tho 25th December. 1767, 1lis
father was a nativo of Scotland, who when
the American Revolutionary War broke out,
adhered to the British cause, and when the
royal party were defeated, camo to Canada,
and like the other U, E. Loyalists, received
2 grant of land in the eastern part of Ontaria.
Mr. Chisholm distinctly remembers many of
tho stirring events during the latter part of
the war of Independence—in particular the
surrender of Lord Comwallis at Yorktown
and the recoguition by Britain of Awmerican
nationality. He was then aladof 16 years
of age, for oll this occurred in 1783, The
old gentleman wasa volunteer during the
war of 1812 H—we forget in what regiment
—buf at all events ho expressed a very
high opinion of Sir Isaac Brock and & very
poor one of SirJames Yco, the British
admiralon the Iakes at that time. Soon
after peace the Canadians heard of Dona-
parte’s escape from Elba, that ho was con-

de il ™ was about giving up in despair the
tash wf subduing the hero of Austerlitz and
Jena,  Mr. Chisholm and a number of the
men of Glengarry then determined to cross
the ocean and assist in maintaining in the
cast as they had done in the west, the honor
of old England ; and before this project
could be carsied into execution news caro
that tiev vacaie of Waterloo had been fought
and that peace once more reigned over Lu-
rope. Mr. Chisholm grows animated . hen
talking over these old events. o isa flu
ent speaker in Gelic, his native tongue, but
bas notavery good comwand of tho Eng
lish. Mois still in apparent gonl health—
his eyesight ard hearing alone being a little
defective. 1le i3 now hiving on o farm of his
owu en tho Sovern River in Muskoka or in
the neighborhood of it and sinco bis reei-
dence there has been in tho habit of com-
ing into Lindsay about twice or threo limes
ayear.

Turcatexep Wanr BeTweex Austiia axp
Russta-—A Vienna corvespondent considers
war between Austrin and Russin highly pro-
bable in consequenco of Russia's oppressive
designs, and adds : #It is certain for somo
reason yot unknown, Austiin his dotormined
onstrongly fortifying Galicia against tho pos

sibility of a Russian attack, nand.the sum to be
spent for the purpose as well as tho oxtent of
tho projected forlifications, seems to indicate
that Austria muat havo serious grounds for
their application. It 1salmo=t cettain that
delegations will grant the credit vequired
seoing that the two governments ave agreed
in demanding it. Rumors of arms an: am-
mumbion and of Russian hostile intentions
have been current of late here among all
classes of people and in the press. Inany
case, the discovery of the Pan lavic society
1ts organizati n and its manner of set ting to
work, mppening just at the mument it be-
canme known that Austria was preparing to
forlify the frontier most exposed to Russian
attack, has coused a sensntion here.  Until
Iately 1t has been generally supposed thatthe
Emperor Francis Josepl's visit to Derlin
would beundertaken purely from motives of
courtesy, in retura for the visit the German
Emperor made hero last year. Few people
belicved the visit wwould have any political
significance, and tho few who did attach some
such meanmg to ity supposed that the sub-
ject for discussion would be Rome and tho
clection of the present Pope’s successor.
Austria is ono of the four countries which
claums the right of veto in the case of acar-
dinal obnoxious to her being elected. This
righi haznot, I believe Lieen used in this cen-
tury, but in tho present state of church af
fairs,it may bo considered certain thatAustrix
as well as France, Italy and Spain will exer-
cise tho right if they see fit. 1t is supposed
hero by afew persons, that Bismarck i3
anxious to make the interests of Austrinand
Germany also identical in this matter and
thus indireetly, through Austria, prevent the
election of any Popo specially inimical to
Germany, Tho llungarian papers declare
tho anproaching meeting of the Emperors
is arrsnged solely to further the ends of the
much spoken of tripio allianco of Austrs,
Germany and Italy, the chiefobject of which
will bo to hiold Russia in check. They say
that the round of visits between the men-
bers of the threo reigring families will
be completed by the meoting of Vicler
Emanuel and this Emperor, next Septem

ber —U.S. Army and Nary Journal.

The demand for iron ships in Grea
Britain accompanied by n revival of com
merco has led to somo results worlhy ¢

nolice. Tig iron has risen §7to $10aton
aond mils and sheet iron have advance
8I5 to 82 per on. Tha swages of theiro
workers have risen ten per cent., while
their Lours for work have como down fron
ten to nine. Theso changes, itis noticed,
aro cyuitalent to a rise of 20 per cent. it
the cost of labor. In conscquencs of these
important changes wo leara from the Eng-
lish reporls_that the cost of constructing
an improved propeller has risen withins
year from §£135 to §155 a ton, and is still
nsing. Tho Clyde builders have been com-
pelled to open rines in Spain and Norway.
Theso facls go far to reduco tho dis-
crimination against builders in tho United
States, and if Congress would remil th
duties on  ships, building materisls ax
other taxcs now imposed, the ship builde:
would have an opportunity {0 carry on thei
business ona mere extended scalodlm
¢ver.



