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Tur Four Besr Rirrks 1y 7t Wornp —
,‘P ‘horo are now four breech-loading villes in
“ftho world which are proven by experiment
to bo far ahead of any others which have

i‘hithorto been made, viz: the Marlini-ITenry
jand Snider, of England ; the needlo-gun of
§Prussia, and tho chassepot, of France. The
! fivst named is immeasurably the best wea-
.pon, It will firo around cvery two seconds
-, with double the accuracy that the improved
chassepot can fire at the rale of ono round
cach five soconds. Its Lall is one-third hea-
vier, and its manipulation vastly moro
simplo. ‘The Snider is greatly aliead of the
Prussian needle gun—fricml{y cutstests in
the Mediterranean, bLetween English and
Prussian sailors, resulted in favor of tho ra.
pidity and accuracy of tho Snider as 13 to 5
over the needlo-gun, A party of six Eng.
lish sailors fired 77 shots in ten minutes at o
target six feet by four feet, and mude 134
points; whereas under tho same cirenm-
stances six Prussian sailors fired only 38
shots, and made but 52 points, the 1ange in
both instances being 200 yards. ‘The Snider
riflo has likewise been compared with the
chassepot, and came out many degrees in
advance. Both the English guns excel their
competitors in strength and safoiy of am-
munition, accuracy, depth of range, flatness
of the tmjccto:_-y, penetrative power, safety

strength, simplicity of construction and ra-
pidity of fire, The bullet of a Martini Ilenry
smashes to powder the bune of its victim, '
making amputation necesery, and it i ah-
~olutely irresistible within the range of haif,
imile. The bullet of the Snider is almost
«s destructive as an exlpo-~ive shell—its pe-
culiar shape making it open ont like a
mushroom in passing through flesh. At the
point of entrance the wound i> small ant
round, but where it comes out the hule is
Lig enough-to sert o large rule badd, wnd
jagged ind cut in terrille style.

Varve oF Forts.—For two hundred years
France and Germany have exhausted all the |
resources of military science, and spent mil- ¢
lions of treasure in the crection of claborate
fortresses on their fronticrs. Their groat!
engineers have made the defence of the
houndary the study and glory of a lifetime,
and in no part of the world, probably, has
the art of fortification Leen more elaborately !
and ingeniously applicd than in the Rhine
Provinces of Germany, and the districts of
Alsace and Lorraine i France. [Iriple,
quadraple lines have Leen established on -
both sides, and to the superficial student of
war it seemed as if nonc of these lines could !
be passed without the reduction of formid-
able strongholds, and the pent of sieges and
assanlts. But here is tho campaign, only a
few weelks old, and in the face of the whole :
French army, King William has marched!
past fortress after fortress, taken place after
place without a blow, driven the Frenchaway |
from their first line, penctrated and broken
their second, swepl the whole Alsace, placed
the strong city of Strasbourg in such straits
that the surrender is apparenily only a ques-
tion of a few days, and practically thrown
the French back upon Paris, where alone
there is likely to be even the semblanceof a
siege, supposing the war to last lung cnough
for King William to get there. The whole
system of fortifications has collapsed after |
two battles in the open ficld. Saarbruck,
where Von Steinmelz assailed fFossard, is not
a fortified place, and the lines of Wiessen
burg, where McMahon was beaten by the
Crown Prince, were abandoned somo yeaus
age as having no strategical importance.
And yet a Prussian victory at each of these
two points has thrown the whole of North

; Once, twice, thrico they charged.

Eastern France, and may prove to have oven
uncovored Paris. It is demonstrated that
powdrful armios led by good Generals can
atford’ to despiso tho most elaborato of per-
manent fortilications, and that no dofenso is
to bo trusted except a large force in tho
open field.— 27 1. Tvibune.
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THE CONQUERLD MLRO,

Now for the first timo associated with de-
feat though doubled in honor by his heroic
valor and soldierly conduct in the hour of
disasters, is too well known to require much
recapitulation, o fought m Algeria where
ho was among the bravest of'the brave. His
very name is u trumpeot call descended as he
is from tho old Irish ‘Kings. In the Crimea
to him it devolved to assault tho Malakoff,
Todleben's great carthwork, which was the
key of the Russian position. McMahon at
the head of his Zouaves, marched to tho as-
sault, and was among the first up in the
storming party. By somo accident ho was
left unsupported, but having gained the
summit, he withsteod every eftort of the
Russians, and held his ground until the sup-
porting division camo to his assistance. In
{taly it was his brilliant assault that saved
the French army from the jaws of defeat,
and won the battle of Magenta. McMahon
has been not less remarkable for his person-
al Yonkomue than for his brilliant bravery.
After Magenta, when he made histriumphal
entrance to Milan, a charming little miss
of six years tendered him u boquet. Ile
leaned down to take it and bent his nod-
myg plume over the baby to kiss her. ¢ T
should like to ride with you,™ said the little
girl. 3o you shall then, my pet,” and so
saymg ho sat her before him on his war
horse, and the noblo animal, prould of his
double burden, stepped daintily through
the city along tho road to the cathedral. In
Paris, too, when the troops came in Mec.
Mahon's genial face and jovial smile, with
his renown, procured him any amount of
compliment and congratulation.  Ife was
fairly smothered with boquets and wreaths.
In Algeria when ho turned his atieution to
government aftairs and military colonizatinn
ho was found efficient in the cabinet as he
had been in the field. IIe endeavoured to
institute a varicty of local reforms and use-
ful arrangements which wonld have told for
the permanent welfareof the people entrust-
ed to their care, but the genius of French
people is not in favor of free colonization,
besides which the local difficulties are
almost insurmountable. “The last act of his
administration was the repression,in 1869,
of a revolt by a turbulent native tribe. After
Iaguenau he was twenty five hours in the
saddle, and like his own men reduced to the
last shifts of hunger and exhaustion. 1lis

! parting with one of his comrades on that

The Cuirassiers

terrible day iz touching, Wi e
¢ is death, my

were ordered to chiarge.

! general,” said the Colonel commanding.

*“‘That is true,”” was the reply, “ but what
cam we do? ILet us cmbrace, my friend.”
Thoy did so, The Curassiers charged. The
charge was only to cover the retreat. It
was cavalry against infantry in lide, un-
broken, in rough ground, hop-gardens, tim.
ber, and so forth. They bore through the
obstacles and charged; they were picked
oft' leisurcly by tho terrible needlo gun as
they went through to get at tho Prussians.
Of that
magnificent array, three thousand strong,
ouly nincty-seven came out of action; of
that ninety-seven only five were unwound:
cd. McMnhon wept. What could hedo
moro ? :

‘The Annual Rifte Mafch of the Sixth Bri
gade Riflo Association is to take place at |
Bowmanvillo on Tuesday noxt, the 13th
instant.
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NOTICE 10 CONTRACTORS. '

EALED TENDERS, addréssed to the uder
L7 sfgned, endorsed “Tenders for worle at Coteay
Landing,” will be received at this oftice untit the
cevening of the 20th September next, for the con.
struction of 0 Mooring Pler at Cotean Landing,

Plans and specifications can be seen at thi,
oftice, or at the Lachine Canal Ollice, dontrea,
on and after Friday, the 2nd day of Septemyer,
where printed forms of tender and other infor
mation ean also be obtalned.

The signatures of two solvent and responsgie
persons, willing to beecomo surcties for the de
fuifiiment of the contract, must Lo attached . §
cuch tender.

This Department does not, however, bind it
to accept the lowwest or any tender,

By order, .
F. BRAUX,
Sccrotary.,

39949888998848

TO THE WORKING CLASS~We trenow pre
furnish all classes with constant employment at home, ke
wholooftho time or for the spare moments. Busl
theraex mdlg esrn frory

onsl sum by devotinz
usiness,  Boysandgirlscarnuerly
notice may scadtter

make this unpanilded

offer: Tosuchasarenot wellpatisfied, wewlilscnd 81topry

forthe troudble of writing. Full L4 valuable sars.

91: "Pm‘ i’él'r“ to commence woxkon:) and a elopy o{ Tee

People’s Companion~—one e €5t exd

?la‘:“ml"f' ncnv’rtvp:{wu pubua!:’ed—gtl‘;ﬁnz &eok sk
erder, f you want permanent, pro o work, &
O ALLENR COo'AvorsTa. MALSE,

Dapartment of Public \Works,

Uttawa, 2 Aug., 1570, .

’l‘IIE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWY

A WEEKLY JOURNAL of Current Evenig
Litcrature, Sclence, and Art, Agriculture and
Mechanies, Fashlon and Amusement.

Publlshed every Saturdav, at Montreal, Catads
By GEo. E. DESBARATS,

Subscription, inadvance......$i.00 peran,

(Including IPostuyc.)

Siagle Nambers.ceees ve anes 1ncrnt
CLUnBS:

Every Club of five subgeribers Sending arems
taniceot 223, will be entitled to Stx Copics forom
year.

Remittanees by Post Oftice Order or Reghsire
Letters at the risk of the Publisher.

Advertigements recoived, ton limited numbee
at 15 cents per line, payable jn advance.

F. GROSS,
CANADA TRUSS FACTORY,

36 Victoria Square, Montreal,

URGICAL MACIHINIST, Inventor and maz>
facturer of all kInds of Instruments for Physs
cal Deformitless

Gross Artificial Limbs (Royal Letters Paws
January, -1869). -Gross’ Chest LExpanding Suf
Shoulder Braces, a very superior article tor !
sons who have acquired the habit of stoopiag.

A largo and varted assortment of Indta Rodw
Goods,includlng

AIR CUSHIONS, CAMDP BLANKETS,

Rubber Cuuwcens, Bells, Gun-covers, Rehie
Cloth, &¢., &eo,

Cutalogucs containing full descriptions mey ¥
obtained or sent by mail free of charge

Montreal, March 1ith, 1§70,
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