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OUR POSITION AND AIMS.

IN establising this pader ats promoters sought
to provide a journal which would find its
way into every Presbytenan famuly an the Do-
nunion, and while being in the truest sense a
religious newspaper would with candour and
independence discuss all questions affecting the
witerests of the Presbytenan Church and s
memvers.  We have always disclaimed all poli-
cal leanmngs, and have net only studiously
avauded all mferences to party politics, but are
disposed m this respeet to “let the potsherds of
the carth stnve with the poisherds of the canth.”
We have friequently in strong language expressed
our disapprobation of the estent 1o which the
moral and material interests o! our country are
abke sacnficed to the demands of party, and of
the manner 1n which the tone of public senti.
ment 15 lowered and the moral sense of the
people debauched by the panty press.  1n com-
mon with atl thoughtful persons we have not
faled to observe with alarm, ampng other ewils
to which we are evposed through the virulence
of party feeling, the opportunity which s thus
afforded to an ccclemastical organization which
1s entirely advense to the genius of our institu-
tions, and denives its instructions and inspiration
from a forcign country, successlully to prosecute
us demands to the public prejudice and the
disadvantage of our own Church, as well as all
other Protestant denominations.  Partly from
the profound fgnotance of the class of men
usually nominated as our legistative representa.
tives by the cliques or coteries calling them-
selves a * party,” and largely through the deter-
mination of cabinets to maintain themselves in
place by securing the Catholic vote at all
hazar s, the history of our Gowernments has
been that of surrender after sutrender to the
demands of the representatives of the Papacy.
We have seen the introduction of the false
principle that because men are Romanins they
must be appointed to positions in the public
service.  As a consequence of this pernicious
system, offices are filled by men whose only
apparent quahification 1s their religious belief, If
any one should venture to utter a protest against
this miserable exhibition of fatuity, he is im.
mediately assailed in the current cant of pseudo-
hberality as a fanatic or a fool; and a party
journal will exhaust its vocabulary of abumve
epuhet to discover some new term of contempt
for such a bigot.

We had recently occasion in the discharge of
our duty as a journal conducted 1n the nterest
of the Presbyterian Church, to direct the atten-
tion of our readers to the treatment being
accorded under Catholie pressure to an elder of
the Presbytenan Church, who had been honour-
ably discharged from false and malicious charges
onginating trom Catholics, on an investigation
brought about by Catholic pressure. That we
should have been instantly attacked and de.
nounced was only what we expected,  That our
honcst efforts on behalf of an honourable and
injured man should have been attnbuted to
some occult party grudge by persons unable to
leok at anything outside of party aspects was
notsurpnsing.  All manner of names were hurled
at us, and some of the party papers were fairly
franic. We were accused of being tones and
vipess, and the Glode in ats latest and grandest
vituperative effusion declated that if we were
not that dreadful ogre the Afar! nself, we were,
closcly allied to it.  This remarkable, assertion,
which 1s about as true as the rest of the arucle,
was based on the fact that the AMar/ repnnted
an article from our pages on the same day as
that on which this paper was dated! Qur con.
temiporary well knew that this puper is issued on
Wednesday, although not nonunally published
unul Thursday, It 13 maited on {\’cdnesday,
and the-exchange copies sent to the Maw/ and
Globe were sent to them on the sama day, so
that had the Globe Leen ambitious of republish-
ing our aruicle 1t might have done so on the
same day as that on which 1t was printed by the
Mail.  We-are sorry that we are obliged to
trouble our rcaders with this explanation, and
do so only to correct a false statementicontained
in the Glode, which mught give nise to misappre-
hension.  We nced hardly assure our readers,
that we have no conncction, business or other-
wmw with the Mad, although we think it only
fair to the conductors of that journal to state
that we Lkave from the outset been treatedl by
them with a umiform  courtesy conspicuously
wanung in other quarters.
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In addition to our cfforts In the direction re
ferrcd to, two of our prominent city ministers,
Rev. B Mel Mcleod and Rev. . ). Mac
donell, one by the way, a Libual, and the other
l'a Conservative, decmed §t right over their own
names, through the sccular press to express their
views inaline similar to that taken by oursclvcs.
These gentlemen were at onee assailed In the
Glode  “The attack on Mr. Mclood was bad

cuough, but in assaulting Mr. Macdonell it sur.
! passed itsell in silliness and vulgarity, ‘T'o many
tof us it Is a matter of profound and painful
| regret that the Glade, at one time the fcarless
| exponent of Motestantism, hiaving passed into
unworthy hand¢, should have now come to
be gencerally recognized as the slavish organ of
Archhishop Lyrch. We presume, however, that
thereis truth in the old adage in regard tonews
papess as well as men: Quaon Leus vult ferdere
prius demental,

It must be obvious to all intelligent persons
that the affairs of our countty have reached a
crisis.  With the Protestants of Quebec being
boycotted out of that DYrovince, and their
moncy voled away to do honour to Roman
Cardinals and support Catholic Institutions,
and in Ontario, with a Government and legisla.
tion permitting the school systemy 1o be yearly
cncroached on, it is about time that some one
should spcak out. We have no intention of
being dumb dogs, and intend to let our voice
be heard Qur duty is clear and we will not
cease to direct public auention to the dangers
to which we are cxposed and to the true nature
and designs of that deadly foe which is in our
midst, in order that as citizens they may in the
cxercise of that cternal vigilance which is the
price of liberty, resist in every way the schemies
of the Papal priesthood in their untiring efforte
to overthrow whatever we count most sacred,

THE METHODIST CONFERENOE.

E have watched with much interest the
great Ecclesiastical Assembly which has
been Molding its susstons dunng the last three
weehs in our aity, and we only regret that the
hmits of our space have prevented our giving &
fuller report of the proceedings which we assume
arc no less interesting to vur readers. Preshyter.
ians, we dare say, feit very much at home when
they had the privitege of dropping in at the
Metropolitan Church, and while grecting breth.
ren from all parts of the country with whom they
have had pleasant intercourse on varnous occas-
1ons, they doubtless could hardly rcalize that they
were outside of their own particular fold. ‘To
be sure, the methods of procedure in the Con-
ference and the somewhat demonstrative char-
acter of the members leading them into frequent
applause and laughter would soon have unde-
ceived them, but we ate not sure that they wouldr
have disliked the elements of difference between
the Conference and our General Assembly. Per-
haps our Assembly might in some respects be con-
sidered mote solemn and more dignified a8 the
Supreme Court of a great Church, but on the
other hand the Conference might on this occas.
ion bear away the palm for its earncst and dibs
gent dispatch of business and its freedom from
red-tapeism, if we may be pardoned the expres.
ston,

There is no doubt whatever that our great
sister Church is gified with many noble and
devoted ministers who are well fitted to be
leadersin her great enterprises. The debate on
the University Confederation -question made
that vety evident to all who were privileged to
hear the chief speakers on both sides. And we
heartily rejoice that the future of Methodism is
in the han's of such broad-minded and cultured
men.

But if the clerical delegates were worthy of
their Church, what shall we say of the influential
and able laymen who vied with their clerical
brethren in their diligence and zeal in forward-
ing the work of the Conference? As in our
Assembly the laymen acquitted themselves
admirably. There were judges, lawyers, pro
fessors, merchants, whose names arc houschold
words, who gave up all their time and took a
leading part in the debates. Many of the im-
portant questions discussed and settled we
notice were brought betore the Conference and .,
advocated by the lay delegates. On the whole
we were s0 struck with the personnet of the
Conference that we are not surptised that the
Bishop of Toronto'should be witling to open up
negotiations for something more than a bowing
acquaintance with them. We were also im-
pressed with the spitit of loyalty to the Church
and 1ts witerests manifested by the Confetence,

Altthe members showed areadiness to sacrifice
themselves and their own particular hobbies
whenever that scemed necessary for the sake of
the peace and prospenty of the Church at large.
We have always held that this s onc great source
of the success of the Methodist Church that
both ministers and people scem 1o understand
that the Church does not exist for them but they |
for the Church. We know that this loyalty has
uts dangers.  Zeal for the denomination may not
spring from ot ¢ad in zeal for Christ, but when
it comes from a right understanding of the
Church's claims 1t is a source of great sivength.
We have sometimes noticed the difficulty wnich
our Methodist friends expencnce in geting out
of denominational grooves when a movement
embracing otlier evangelical Churches is bgun,
but we do not wonder at at, nor think the less
of them on that account, for 1t comes from the
ntenseness of there loyalty to Methodism and
their honest belief that everything good either s
or ought to be Methodistical. In our own
Church there 1s doubticss too hittle of that spinit,
and among onr Mcthodist fnends sometimes too
much of i1, 1{any of our people are held by the

preaching only and take little interest in the

Church,  Many sit somenhat looscly to denom-
inational ties ownd consider that a sign of
enlightenment.  Among our Methodlst filends,
however, a different spicit everywhete prevails, a
spirit which accounts largely for the progress of
their Church throughout the Dominion.

We note with pleasure the spiritual tone which
on the whole seenied 1o animate the Conference,
‘There was a mamfest desite for the spread of
Methodism, but evidently above and heyond
that a true yecarning for the salvation of the
perishing and the advancement of Christ's
hingdomy on carth,  ‘There was, we notice with
estreme pleasvre, no countenance given in the
Conference to the sensational methods adopted
by some of the Mathodist ministers In this city,
to which we felt it our painful duty 1o refer
son¢ time ago, but there was in effect a heanty
declaration of faith in the simple and carmnest
preaching of the gospel accompanied with the
ower of the Holy Ghost, Mcthodism was born
in a great revival period, and her power has ever
been in her fervour and faithlulness in proclaim.
ing the gospel,

‘The atutude of the Conference towards the
Temperarce question was also significant, ‘The
Mecthodist Church deserves the gratitude of the
whole country for its faithfulness to the
temperance cause, and its bold utterances with
regard to the subject of Prohibition.

We notice with regret that the subject of the
support of the minisizy was simost erowded out
by the pressure of other business, but we trust
prompt action will be taken to bring up their
mnemum shipend to the awount we have
reaciied, $750 and 3 manse. ‘The presence of
this Conference in the city has been a cause of
- acang to all cvangelical churches, and we
warnestly pray that its deliberations may redound
to the true growth and prosperity of the Mcetho.
dist Chutch, and to upbuilding of the kingdom
of our common Lord and Master.

A meerinc of the Excentive Committee of
the Alhance of the keformed Churches holding
the DPresbyterian system was held in New York
on the goth ult, with a view to furthering
arrangements  for the Council which is to
meet in London in 1888. There were pres
ent Rev. Dr. Chambers, Chairman ; Beyv. Dr,
Matthews, Secrctaty; Ihts, Crosby, Ormiston,
and Hamilton, of New York; Dr. Jenking, of
Charleston, S. C.; Dr. Waters, of Newark, N,
J., and Dr. Cochrane, of Brantford, Ont, ‘The
cletk, De. Matthews, laid upon the table certan
correspondence with the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of the United States. ‘This branch of
the Alhance had, at a former mecting, intimated
that it would withdraw from the Alliance unless
the Scripture Psalms were made the exclusive
matter of praise at meetings of the Conncil.
The reply sent by the Committee at its last
meeting was to the effcct “that the Alliance had
given no formal sanction to any special hymn-
ology, and that as a matter of fact nothing but
the Psalms had ever been offlcially employed
praise at the meetings of any of the Councils.”
‘This explanation was deemed satisfactory by the
Reformed Church, which will thus continue 1ts
connection with the Alliance. A letter was read
from the United Presbyterian Church of the
United States stating that the General Assembly
at its Jast meeting had resolved to withdraw
from the Alliance, inremuch as hymns had to
some extent been used, and certain churches
admitted, to which they were opposed. The
cletk was instructed to acknowledge receipt of
the communication and express regret at thestep
taken. It was intimated .that several.of the
churches had alteady appointed their delegates
to the Council, and that the remaining churches
would appoint in May or June of next year. A
letter was read from Dr. Breed, Chairman of the
Committee on European Churches, stating the
steps that -had .been taken to obtain funds for
wotk in Bohemis. Dr. Patterson, of Philadel.
phia, was added tothis committee, and Dr. John
Hall, of New York, was clected 2 member of
the Commission. The committee appointed to
revise the draft programme {sent by the Eu.
ropean section of the Alhance) intended for the
Council in London, submitted a report, which
was considered clause by clause in detail, and
finally adopted with severat slight changes.  After
it has been again sent to the European Commit-
tee and submitted once more to the American
Committee, it will be finally_ adopted. The
Committec adjourncd to meel again in Apzil,
1887, or il necessary at an earlier date, when
called by the Chairman.

Tue conversion of the Mad from the errur of
its ways is not more sudden than was that of Saul
of ‘Tarsus, but we would hope that its sincerity
will not need to be attested by 2 miracle before
it can be received into the ranks of the temper-
ance apostles. Some of our contemporaties tcem
disposed to doubt the honesty of the conversion,
and.réfuse to believe unless they are fully in-
formed of the motive and the process. They are
so careful of appearances that if they had had
the opportunity they would have kept Saul on
probation for at least a quadrennium. But in
cascs where a change of front obviously implics
pecuniary loss and bteaking with old friends it
18 4$ unwise as unmannerly to cast imputations
upon the dona fides of the new recruit. The
greatest teacher of temperance and charity the
wotld has ever known has given us a beiter rule
to go by : * By their fruits ye shali know them.”
Tricd by this test, the Mad/, if its recent utter
ances are a crilerivn of what is to follow, will not
be found wanting. .

Tug English Presbytenan Church leaves us
far behind in Forcign Missonary cnterprise.
With only 286 congregations and Gt,coo com.
municants to our 944 and 127,611, they rejont

$80,325 for Varcign Missions Jast year to our
$13,532, less than half the mwount from more
than double the number of communicants,
which would seem to mean either that we are
four times poorer than Iresbyterians in England
or four times stungicte~truly an awkward
dilemma.  Will some one who knows bolh
Chugches well, venture an explanation 2 For the
amount of their income their force in the ficld
is large. Ordained issionancs 18, medical
1, teachers 2, women 14, total g1 ; surcly an
undue proportion of Enropean tabourers to theic
comparatively small staff of 73 nathve workers,
We shall take a Jook at aunsclves beside oue
Presbytenan brethren sn Scotland and Ireland
successively that we may be stinulated by their
zeal to devise more liberal things tor the exten.
sion of the kingdom,
COMPARISONS,
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‘I'here is material here for interesting comparie
sons. We are as clearly ahecad of somw of the
old country churches as we are lehind others,
Generar Wittiax Bootn founder and Com.
manderin-chief of the Salvation Army 15 now on
a visit to thus city, and his presence has crcated
much enthusiasm in the nauve forces and has
afforded him an opponunity to make better
known here the punciples and aims of the organi-
sation. In hus public address on the evemng of
his arrival he stated that the object of his visit
to Canada was the desire of sceing the army 1n
this country, to fan the flamc and increase the
fcching of unity, Mrs. Booth, 10 the great regret of
wany who bave watched the carcer of this
wonderful woman, 1s not with her husband,

Tur death of Dr, Bayne, 'rofessor of Physics
and Chemistry, Royal Military College Kingston,
sou of the late Rev. Dr. Bayne, Pictou, N.S,, is
wedely regretted.  As is well known, Dr. Bayne,
was a fiest rate mathematician, and a guod
classic, but it was in the physical sciences that
he chiefly excelled. He wasa man of noble
character, and occupied a high place n the
love and esteem of the cadets and the public
yenerally.  Hhs death is a real loss to the
country.
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Biterary Hotices

The Labour Problem " is a little Look (pp. 330) by
Harper Bros., New Yok, containing an all round sympo-
slum of politlcal economists, ¢lerg)men, manulacturers,
workmen, and setting forth the latest views and facts cune-
cerning this Fteat quention in Ul space—a haod-baok
fot all who wish to study ts beariaps.

Spargeon’t Scrmons for ISS% are published Ly the
Carters of New York, undertitle of the first, * First
Healing, then Service.” They are as full as ever of
Gospel marcow, ajpneitoal unction, expenmental tchness
and varlety of practical applicatlon, sendernd impressive
now by otlfmat quainines, next by sanctified rhetonice,
and ever enlorced by a directness from which only very
suz)nge heads, hearts and consciences can escape § (pp
410).

4 The Paitern in the Mount,” by D¢ Chas Il Park.
huny, DD {(pp. 254—Amon D, ¥, Rasdoiph & Co,,
New Yorl), is buok containg scventeen serinoas by
onc of the aliest men and best preachers in the Ameri-an
Presbytetian body, the pastor of the Madison Square
chutch, New York. They are the discourses of s large.
Learted and true man, abresss of the age, yet nnt achamed
of the doctrine of the cross, blmself full of encrgy and
learning, yet constantly looking and directiog to Chelst
and His Holy Spitit for tife and help, guidance and wis.
dom amid the errors, daties and distractions of this busy
age. They will be widely read, and cannot but prove
profitable unto many.

“Paychology : The Cognithve Powers, by De. McCoth
(Senbnet’s Sons, New ﬁnk) The gre':lr valucof th s
wotk wi'l appear, notonly fromthe greatname of it author,
the distinguished president of Punccton College, 1t the
fact that Iy §s the fruit of thitty-lour years' lectunng and
many of study of an important subject. One of its
Lest feflarcs 18 the happy umon in which it Lleods philoso-
rhic profundity with popular attractiveness. Thisisgreats
y alded by admirable diagrams and ex?mmemal Mlus-
trations w:full{ selectod from realtife. \Were all treatises
of philosophy like thus, the department would have more
sxud;nu acdibestuly manifest more practical vesults ; (pp.
245

. 1f the promise conveyed 1n the September number ig
fulfilled, the readers of TAe O Testawent Student will
have alundant reason 1o be satisfied with the new volume
(VL), which begins with the cutrent tuue  Two notable
srticles follow the opening edstorial paragraphs : * Divi-
slons of the Decalogue,” Ly D, Talbot W, Chambers,
ard .** Shekhar and Leaven ia Mosaie (Uffetingy,” by
P'res. Alvah Hovey, of Newtoa Seminary, Dr. [7 A,
Smith cuntributes a senes of paragraphs o1 the ** Ethical
Value of l’ﬁm Reiprons,” -vhich make one of the wost
interestiog of his valuable studies. Fiva pages sre devoted
10 Book Heviews and Lits of Curremt QOld Toatament
Litetatute. The temoval of the eduitor of the Stwdent
Dr. Wen. R, Harper) to Vale will doubticss help stll
urtber to enlarge the sphere of its influence. Chicago: 7
Old Testament Student, §1.00 & year. IO, Address,
Morgan P'ak, {11,

Few numbers of 7he Century hiveappealed to 10 wirle
an sadience, with topues of such genera) interest as the
October fssue, It 13 important for what it promises no
less Ihunb? what it pivec. gAn editorial In ** Topics of
the Time*" announces that in the November number will
be glven ‘the first chaplers off ** The Authornzed Lafe of
Lincoln,” by John G Nicolay and joha 11ay, who were
the I'resident’s pnrate secretsties.  Clatence Ring con
tnbotes & stnhing paper on *The Biographers of Lin
<oln,™ {llustrated wath full.page portrait of Nicolay snd
Uay. The frontupiece is a poriran of the hbral snites-
man of Norwnay, lurnstjetne Thtrnion, and the illustrat
ed article Ly Lixkatad with refetence to hit greater pro-
minence 83w weiler 1t entitled ** A Notwegian 'ort's
Howe,” and gives some acovunt of has hterary halas
and coantry life. Matthew Arnold's paper on ** Comavon
Schools Abroad ™ in a foraibleifindirect way gets atthe root
of the American 3s wetl as English faults 1a common scheal
edocation. Mr, Stocl.ton completes his novelette, ** The
Casting Away of M Lesks and M Aleshane,” and
Wr, tlewells provdet Brmuct Barkher with a hew employ
ment and & quarre]l with "Manda Grier, in the math part
of ** The Minuter's Charge.”

**The Fulpat Treasury ™ for Oktober is 1ch in matter
sdmirably adapied to the needs of preachers and Chas.
tian workers.  1is froath pece this mronth is & porteat of
Dt R, F. Sample of Minneapolis, whom we have lately
introduced to cur readers, which, with aa excellent vicw

adeen? ‘H
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