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THE PREPARATORY OOURSE. ai

Sia i, -The beginnisng af a neW session ai Knox

Coblege under its strengthcned Theobogical Facuity, bas

led many af the fricnds ai the institution ta consider
whether sarie improvement might not be made in the

lîteniry culture (il the students, hefore they enter on the

special work ai the Seminary. It is felt that, white the

raising ai the standard in theobogy is a step iii the right

direction, and is gratiiying ta ail interested in the wel.

lare ai the College, yet the benefit ta be derived from

the more complete eqluipinent of tbe Theolagical Facvlty,

and the efforts ai the Praiessors ta impart a more

thorougb training in the variaus deparciments ai minais-

teriai educatian, wibl be greatby minimized and bampered

by the cantinued importation inta the theobagical classes

atinen witbotit sufficient previolîs lterary training and

culture. White the Canadian Chîircb was in its infancy,
and the means pravided for obtainiflg an adequate liter-

ary education were wanting, or surrounaded by ecclesias-

tical or financial restrictions wbicb abmost precluded

studetits iroir. obtaining the higber education ai the

period. and white more men were argetntly required for

liorne Mission waîkc than cauid be found, the Cburcb

was obligcd ta accept the services ai sucb staîdents as

presented tbemselves, and ta pravide for tbem such

educational advantages through tht preparatary course,

as~ circunmstancts thien permitted. This condition ai

al1fairs is entireli cbanged. fligiier educatian is naw

witbin the reach ai all, and can be obtained in aur

Uniîvers.ity ait a cost abmoçt nominal; and wbite in thZ

past, iiiiniStcrS could tnt be foutid an sufficient numb.-rs

t ) upply the needs ai the Clýurch, now men are more
litimeraUS thala charges.

Under these circuinstatices, it becomeS a grave

qtitr-tioii wbether the Churcli is cabled on any langer ta

lurnisb ai a large expense, a gratuitous literary educa-

lion ta aspirants for the ministry, and ta divert maney

given for theological education, ta ioster and perpetuate

a Nystemr which afi'ords a primary educatian coniessedly
inadequate. Tht maintenance ai the preparatary course,

in iact, hobds out a premiUmr ta superficiaiity, and apens

a side door for entrance into a profession which requîTes

in these tumes iiinpcrativtly, the higliest culture. Tht

policy of the Chiurcb in this respect, is in paînful caîîtrast

totbhat (if the governiflg bodies ai tht begal and medical

praiessNions, aud indeed ai ahi educational institutions,

and sa nwich is ibis noticed. that praminent baymen have

declitied to subscribe ta tht iunds ai the Coîbege white

the Preparatary Course is continued It s riait surpris-

ing ttaia, under the prescrit systeni ai clericai education,

50 man) complaints are heard ai tht inadequacy ai

m,îîîsierial support. Corigregatians are flot blow ta

reahize, that if the educatiari ai a mînister is indifférent,

and bas Cos.t bum ittie or nibing, he cannot expect a

liberal rcmuneration for bis services. In the Church ai

Ilngland ai late ycars, rn increasing naimber ai candi-

dates for tht iininistry have abtained ordination withaut

havang previalasly had a Ulniversity education These

men are knawvn in England -as IlLiterates," and the

large incrense oi sach, lias naturabiy reduced tht atready

mengre rate ai ministrial remuneratian. The Presby-

terian Cntirch in England, being iully alive ta tht deiects

af the past systeni, lias heen îîsing every effort ta raise

tht %tandard af the culture af student--, and with a view

ta inipravement has removed its Divinîty Hiall ta

Cambridge.
t lias been said in answti ta suggestionls prcvirnisly

made a% ta tht abolition of thc Preparatary Course,

thatif i tidcflts were required ta take a University

Degrec. it woîald extend thie time requircd ta be spent

hy theiln in Niudy. This doubtless as the case but it

lvosii anly enlarge tht period for -ne year langer than

at prescrnt. Il la stîident tanks ta tht ministry for a

li:ittg. ibis i'. inquestionabby a weighty argument with

tara, titt if a yoting nan bas the bîgh adeal before hini

kif lits -.acred caibing. tbe anxiety to equip hsmmçel for

bis lie work wUll niai %%cigiî aIl sucha unwurtby considera-

taons. bt bas abso licen argucd that if a University
Dcgrec wcret dienianded hiefore students entered tht

tbeolagical classes rit Knox Caîbege, many %% ould geek

their cducaioi0fn other institutions. The: boss woubd
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ot only not be serlous, but would b. eminently advatt

ageous ta the College and the Church. Tihe Church

~ould be bcnefittcd by receiviflg a larger number of

ducated ministers, for it would b. found that students

vould hesitatc. ta deliberately seek their eduration at

ristitutiofls where the educatiofi would be notariously
nierior ta that af the studentS af Knox Callege, con-

ýregations would specially note the fact in selecting

pastors. The Coliege would itseli acquire a rertation
and a standing, wbich would attract the very best

students ta its halls. The Callege which will have the

courage ta insist upon the possession of a degree in

Arts frami every student wha seeks admission ta its

Theological Course, will be the one which will specially

comriand the respect and libcrality ai cangregations.
It has been further said that were the Callege ta

insist on a University Degree being first obtained

belore students are received it would be a limitation

on the aperation ai the Holy Spirit. This argument,

which is somewhat questionable, appears ta pre-suppose,
ta some extent at lcast, that the Spirit is mare active in

His energy arnong the IlLiterates I than amang the

University men. Sa far as human observation can

permit aI any judgment being formed an this subject it

has not been borne out by exeince. It must be

remembered also that the Chrhneeds educated

ministers, and that the Spirit daes flot provade or

promise the needîui literary training. It is certainly

true that the Spirit af God works when and where He

pleases, but I-is graciaus operatioris, it must be

remernbered are extended ta multitudes wha are utterly

unfit for the public m;nistry of the Word. He certainly

does nat encourage superficiality in training for the

mrinistry, or the desîre on the part af students ta get

into the Church with the least passible quantum ai

educatiari. Those wha complain that the tule contem-

plated would preclude persans wha are desirouç of

abandaning their business, and late in 111e studying for

the Church, from entering the mrinaistry mnigbt peruse

with profit the words af the Apostie Paul in i Cor. vii. 2o

where he says IlLet cvery man abide in the same
calling wherein be was called.'

Hoping that this matter will receive the careful

attention ai your readers, 1 arn Yours, etc.,
W'M. MORTIM.ER CLARK.

CHRISTIAN (liVING.

AvxaI.S9 BZFOItK Tlii MISIONARY SOX.IETY, Bir MIS. IgAEiKL& 1la1",

LoSaoN.

The laborcr is worthy ai bis hrre, and men and wamen

cannai go forth unless they arc supported on the mission

fields, however simple and humble that support may be.

1 have not seen anything ai missionary luxury, and 1 think

that those wh-j gave nmay test in peace on that subject. WVe

aIl may be certain that the moniey 'which is raised in this

country gocs ditect ta the point ; and that it as flot used ta

keep missionaries in luxury, but ta enable them just ta live

in that amount ai comfort which wc ail know ta be necessary
in the climate ai the East.

And wc at home, mrany ai us, are living in luxury ; and

if wc could only ceduce ouîselvcs ta the level of the mission.

aies and their simple way ai living and thcir seli-denial. we

-iighît bc gainaing more of the Master's appraval, than we at

prescnit have. It is bypocrisy ta pray the Lord ai the bar-

vest ta scnd foith laborers ino His barvest when, though we

say that thc silvcr arid the gold are Hîs, ore are keeping it

back from Hîmn and are spcnding it an aur awn selfisb

luxuries. And 1 would flot say upon luxurits only, but

lapon things which arc pleasant ta the eye, pleasant in

vatiaus ways, flot in thenmselves sinlul, but just pleasant.

And it wc arc spcndiog moneyaon them wc are keeping it

back tram the Lord. And I thînk we mnust learn, each anc

ai us, ta ask aursclvcs the question-in cvcry purchase, iii

c% cry t-hoîi ta which wc go-" WVhat doth God require of

thcc ? .'and Il How uaîuch owcst thou unta the l.ord ?

We owe everytbing, and Gad requircs ai us much.
And tbcrc are mýany ways-1 niay be forgiven, perhaps,

for muntioning a fcw oi îhem, in which it secms ta me, on

comnmg haine, ilhat the style oi expcnditure t-as been raised.

And cspccîally would 1 mention, considcring the large

number af women wiîa are here, somethiaR ai the extrava-

gance in dress. The cxtravagance sems ta me in London

this ycar ta pass aIl bounds, and lîow mr'xh Christian

woîaien are affected by it 1 know nal. But sometimes, 1


