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Professors of Religion and the Sabbath.
Y REV. DR, MACLEOD, THORBURN, N.&

Our Lord doclared the doom of such as hear tho Word but
refuso toobey it, in the following solemn passage, * Many will
say to Mo in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
namo? and in thy namo have cast out dovils? and in thy name
donc many wonderful works? And then will I Ero[cn unto them,
I never knew you: depart from me, yo that work iniquity,” Matt.
vii: 2223,

By attempting to sceve Godand mammon, by hearing the Word
aud doing it not thousands perish annualiy.” In the midst of
Gospel ordinances, in tho full blaze of Gospel light, thoy sink into
darkness. How? What led to their ruin? One sin fostered
destroys the soul; theira in many magy instances begun in
profaning God's holy day.

1. By giving place to secular thougkt. During six dag: sccular
work and thought occupy tho mind, but on the Sabbath only
thoughts of God and His works of grace should be fostered. It is
God's day to hear man, reccive his worship and bless him in every
way ; it is man’s day to adoro his Redeemer and enjoy communion
with Him. Ono worldly thought encouraged, even in the most
solemn momenta of God’s day, will open the door to a legion. As
one traitor opens tho fort to the cnemy, so ono cherished evil
opens the heart to Satan.  The world coming like a flood possesses
tho heart and thus all worship is destroyod, God's message is
unheard and His Holy Spirit is grieved. Secular moditation
provents worship, wearies the souland enthrones Satan in the
heart on God’s holy dagy.

2. By secular reading. How groat is the tcmptation to pass
tho day thus! Sensational books, papers and magazines claim
attention.  There is no time during the week. Then the Sunday
newspaper comes into the house freighted with items of interest.
Do (?h“ristians who J)rofess to follow Christ read socular books,
scnsational books, do they purchase newspapers on God's day,
papers od with the world-pleasures, lusts, crimies and tempta-
tions, do thoy rcad theso in their homes before their children ?

* Yes. Do thoy reccivo benefit in (Gud's house after filling their

_minds with & worldly paper? No; in many instances they donot
o to church but remain home for secular reading, making God’s
g;y like the otber six, filling it with worldly carc and g!:’uure,
spiritual books, religious papers, and above all God's book are
unroead. TYet these claim to be followers o. Christ and doers of
His Word ! ’

3. By sccular conversation.  Worldly thinking and reading ripen
in convorsation of a worldly character. At the door of God’s
houso, on the stroet, in the home, at table how common 1s sccular
talk : How ancom..on is heavenly conversation! One word opens
the door for a thousand, scts in motion a train of worldly thoughts,
barsout spiritual things, hindera tho worshipper, socularizes the
heart and mind and dcﬁr&du God’s holy day. Idle words are
doobly sinful ; small-talk, scandal, gossip and foolish jesting are
unworthy of thosc who namo the namo of Christ. Yet this very
sin is colossalin its proportions destroying tensof thousands in
tho church.

4. By seculurwork. My father worketh hitherloand I work;”
seven out of forty-three recorded miracles of Christ were wrought
on the Sabbath. All holy daties, such as visiting the sick,
relziving the poor and distressed, helping the needy, should be
performed on tho Sabbath. Teaching, preaching and all works of
meroy and love arc pleasing to Chnist on that day. Batall work
for gain, pleasurc or sccolar purpose is wrong. Writing letters
to friends; travelling to onc’s placo of business to save time on
Alonday; working for gain in conncction with railway trains,
street cars, stoamships, or public works of any Lindis sinfol.
Christians who thus break the Sabbath grieve God's blessed Spint,
and bring a curse apon themselves.  Lather truly said, ** There is
pcrh:%;no sarer sign of & (ling Christian than a growing negloct
of Sabbath day ordinances, and an indoleat and profane abuse of
its sacred and priccless hours.” How many thousandsare working
for gain every Lord's dsy, inaany cases, where there i1s 00 noed,
bat purely for gain ?

3. Brsecular travel. What a commotion disturbe tho quict of
God’s day in many localities! Livery stables open, their teams
runming te and {ro; stroct cars thundering along, rail-cars rushin
into quict towns distarbing worshippers, excursion partics by rar
and ateam going ont of town for pleasure; friends going to visit
fricnds; tho holy day is converted into a holiday. All sachis
absolately wrong. It is much more heinouns in God’s sight when
the travellers are His rwn professed children.  They do show con-
tempt for their Redoemer and His ordinances of grace, and bnng
upon themselves the awful sentence, ** Depart from me, yc that
wortk iniquity.”

6. By amusemests. All games, entertainments for plessure,
social visiting and cxcursions violate God’s day. They divert the
mind, occupy the time and unfit the mind for commumon with
God. Thereare those, says Hugh Miller * \WVho would fain send
out our working poople to the countryon Sabbaths, to become
hanpy and inuocen? in smelling primroses, and stringing daisieson

3 stalks. An cxcellent achemes theirs, if thcy at knew it,
or sinking a people Juto ignorance and brutality.” * But sure I
am, & crowded vehicis, whether by land or water, or & pubhe inn,
or & crowded gardon, or a bustling highwas, or a park parade, are
not the pisces most fitting for roposs and retirement; and they

who so spend tho Sabbath, and call it keeping the commandment,
do butlic unto the Lord and their own soul.” (Edward Irving.)

7. By their example they lead others to sin. If the mother
indulgos in gossip and scaudal on the Sabbath; if the father calis
in a nows-boy and reads tho Sunday papars all the morning; what
can be expected of their children.  When tho preacher and church
oflicers travel on Sabbath, their people willdo the same. Not
only so, but every church member who in any way breaks God's
day eucourages weaker oncs and worldly men to do the same,
Thus he shuta hiumself out of heaven aund prevents others who
1oight come in from entening. Surely such menit the righteous
sentenco of their judge, ** depart from me yo that work iniquity.”

8. The Sabbatk is a delight to all true belicvers. It communi.
cates joy as it comes.  On that day God opensto His children His
treasures of spiritual good. Then He imparts strength to the
weak, comfort to tLs sorrowful, food the hungry and hfe eternal to
xe?cnting sinners. Then the light of His glory shines around the
believer, in the faco of Jesus Christ ; then special time for private
devotion, for faimly nurture in the Lord, for soul winming 1n
Sabhath school, in church and in the community presents itself 1o
him; then ho caters his arcna of soul exerciso—his spiritual
gymnasium—and by co-working with Christ develops new lifo,
now happincss and now power; then new and deeper joys poascss
thosoul. Tho Sabbath a weariness? No ; but 2s the sainted
YVaughan go beautifully expresses it:

Bright shadows of true rest ; some shoots of bliss;
Heaven onzo a week s

The next world's gladness prepossessed in this ;
A day to scek

Eternity in timo ; time's bower;

Transplanted paradise; God's walking honr;

A gleam of glory after six day’s showers,

The Evil of Instability.
BY REV. D. SUTHERLAND, CHARIOTTETOWN, P. K. I,

¢ Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel,” were the mournful
words spoken by Jucob concerning his first-born son. Thoy throw
a lund hght on the -haracter of Keuben, revealing the instability
which ruined his li.u, and debarred bim from thoeminence to whic
his birth entitled him. Tho creature of impulse, ho was at tho
mercy of the mood of tho moment. Mors weak than wicked, he
was wholly governed by fecling, and 8o ho lacked the steadineas of
cinciple. ¢ Unstablo as water® the similo is very suggestive
( "ater has no cohesive shape of its own. 1t takes tho form of the
vessel into which you pour it, and changes quickly from one form
to another. That is the cvil of inatabdility ; it robs a man of power
to stand on his own fect, and work out his own activity in theteeth
of opposing forces. . .
'PE: unstable lifc is liko a rudderless shxg, drifting on thc ocoan
at the mercy of wind cnd tide. Lifc must be linked to some great
urposs togive it stability. Purposcless lives are suro to be use-
css lives. Ralph Waldo Emcrson says somewhero that the only
t soul 1s the anrrendered soul, the soul surrendered to a high
1deal, which becomes the guiding-star of all activity. Search out
tho successful men in literature, scicnce, art and busincss, and
whatever differences of character and talent you discover in them,
you will find that they are one in their consccration to some pur-
c. Look around you for the men who have failed, and you will
nd in them & common instability which pulled them down into
dismal depths of failure. Unstable as water, thoy could not exccl.
The first thing a young man should do is to decide what for him
should be the aim ot life, for that aim must shaps histoil. As
water cannot rise above its level, no moro can the servico of a hife
nisc above the ideal which govirnait  Welivo what wolove, as a
great philosopher has been carefol to point out.  If you lovemone
moncy is your life. If yon love pleasure, pleasure is your life. If
you love learning, learning is your life. If you love God with a
supreme passion, then God s your hife. Tho great question for
ycang men who are backling on their armor for the battle f life
should be. YWhat is my purpose? For what am I'to fight? On the
answer to that question will depend the groatness or littlencas of
our life.
¥ The sccond thing a young man shou'd do is to hook hialife with
tho chrias of duty and perseverance to tho hiihutsf. ¢ of which
he is capable. .\{my make foodraoluuonx, ut, not s0 many
carry them ont. It is in lack of verance that the evil of
instability revealsitself. Through heedlessness, through the joyous
carelessness of youth, through aversion to scrions endeavor, young
men are apl to pustpone effort to folfil tho dreams which come to
them bathed in a light of golden glory, until thoy wake up some
fine morning to find that the best yoars havo besnsquandered away.
Delay is dangerous. .
Instability is the secrot of much of tho weakness of Christian
liring in our day. Many who began the race well and were making
progross soddenly relax their cnergics and turn aside. In the
matchlesa story of Pliable, John Bunyau has depicted the ricnco
of many a son{ casily impressed by the beauties of the Christian
lifo and tho joys of hoaven, and as casily discouragod by the
dangers and difficulties of the journey heaveuward. Our Lord :n
ono brief yet pregnant sentenco shows us the fatal lack of such
would-be Christizns. They have no root in themaclves. .
Seintlinsss is not to bo won sleeping. Success in tho spiritual
hfe comes along the line of concentrated cm;x;ﬁv. “This one
tung I do  cried Paul, and his cry must bo cchood by every soal
that would see tke boantific vision and be clothed with the holiness
of God.



