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for the sont, to gad about, visiting, and calling, and talking, and hearing sermons,
and attending committees, wheu lier presence and active superintendence are
wanted at bomne, and imperative domestic dlaims and duties are neglected. WVives
must nmake their families their first care ; and if, by regularity and diligence in
the disci arge of their respective trusts at borne, they can redeem time for the
more private or more public calîs of general benevolence, or for bearing.a ser-
mon, or attending a meeting, or enoying the benefit of a littie Chiristian Society, it
is weIl. Wlien the two are thus made compatible, "llier own works will praise
lier in the gates.' But if, by attending to other calbm8, lier husband, is left com fort.
lets, and the food and clothing and education of lier chlîdren are neglected,-she
may be "lbuilding" el6ewliere, but not where elie should be; she is " the foolishi"
wonian wliose hands "pull down" lier cwn hou8e,-and whio is, in tbe world, a
discredit to the religion Bîme professes, and in tbe cburcli a stumbling block te
fellow-profe8sore.

Verse 2. "lie that walketh in lis upriglitnese fearetli the Lord: but lie that is
perverse iu bis ways despiseth hlmi."

The pronoun -"1dmi," in tbe second clause, is capable of two references. Ih
may reller either to the Ilupright who fearetb the Lord ;" or, as is more probable,
to the Lord; in which case there wvill be a marked antîthesis between the charac.
ter of the mnan wliojèaret the Lord, and that of the inan wlio despiseth Ilum. In
the first part of the verse, then, we have again tbe onl~y true, eatisfiactory evidence
of "the leur of the Lord"-of genuine religicus principle. It liesnfot inwords or
professions, but in conduci. That man alune fears the Lord, Whio "'walk-eth, in his
upriqhtness?" IlThis," says the apostle Johin, "jei the love of GL-d, that Nve keep
,dis coininaiidments." This is eqoally the fear of Ood. Hecur you a mati making
gýreat professions ; wondrously deveut; bis prayers many and long; lis pealin.
singiig loud ; bis attitudes and looks and gestures the perfection of acted sane-
tîty ? 1est liim. Mark bis conduct. See wbat lie is in the family and in the
market,-is all rigldt lherc? If flot, note that man; lie le a man of words; bis
religion is the religion of wordq; bis fear toward God is tauglit only by the
principles of interest and expediency, or by tbat of compromise; of words
for God aod actions for bimt3elf;-vlicl is the same thing as a compromise,
te lionour God vcrbally for liberty te dislionour him; practically. Lot it be laid
down as a settled principle, that wliatever be a man's professions of reverence
und devotion, "lihe Whio is perverse la bis waye despiseth Ged." Diseobedieinc
le the sure proof of contempt. Yoii judge of the professions cf chidreti te
parents not by wliat they .say, but what they do. Tliuejudge of men's religion.
Ask net liow frequent, liow long, how loud, or liow austere and rigid bis devo-
tions are ;-ask wlat liispractice le. There bave been men Wlio la the sinc tuary
bave 8eemcd the very patterns of ail that le devout (only that in general it is
overdone), w~hom, wbcn yuu f4ollow them, into the word, you find in the mean-
est of its mean and the dirtiest cf ite dirty doin ge. Tbis is net teI "fear," but
emphatically te"4 despise thse Lord." Itle the greatest of ail thse affronts thmit eau
be put u pou Hlim-tbe groseest cf insulte, the meet inj urieus cf wrongs. The ehild
dishoncurs bis fatlier mnore Who speaks fair te bis face and rebels behind bis back,
mockinig at the very succese cf bis fair speeches, than if lie were openly and con-
sistently hostile and regardlese. And go dues lie dielionour God more wlio says
to llîm, " Lord, Lord, but dues flot the thinge wliicb He says,." than if fie made
no profession at ail, Hie adds h?1pocrisy tu rebellion. Actuai " perversenees," or
disobedience, is contempt cf God'ti authurity; contempt cf God's glory; coutempt
cf God's threatening.s; and contemt't cf God's proiiise8. It showS a eurniul
disregard of ali. ihey who despise God's WILL despise GOD ISELP.

Verse 3.' -6I tlie mnoutb cf the foolieli is a rod cf pride: but thie lips of the
,wiee shaîl preserve tbem.'

"Pùe'may be regarded as one cf the attributes cf folly. It was the original
folîy cf man ; the principle which Satan eucceeded in introducing, and by %viih
lie eeduced jman frcm God. And it bas beeri, ln reference te God, bis folly ever
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