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Mr. F. Maxwell spoke of Mr. Duff'e work at
*he IlKitcheni Meetings," and how hie had tramped
through the 5flow to attend them.

Miss Edith Nadin having read, the verse, "lFemr
thou not; for 1 in wit~h thee," the interesting
meeting was l>roughit to a close by sirmging "lMy
limes are iii TIîy band," and by the benediction.

C( N(.IREUATIONALISM.

A IjEFENCE 0F ITS EXISTENCE IN TIIE DOMINION.

Why ii Shoidl mut be Absorbed by t)ther Bodies " oebly
)>c ht<d/y Leading Congregahiouias-I.terw'ev.

iràh Rev John Burton, B.D.; Rer. Chas. Duj/ Mr.
Il. J. Clark andi Mr. James Thomsor.

(Froin the Globe, 7tb Sept., 188e.)

The recent officiai visit of Rev. W. S. H. Field-
en, nuissioîiary agent of the British Congregation-

lssto Canada, with a view especially to, enlarge
and energize the Congregational mission work in
the North-West and Britishi Columbia, led natur-
ally to aT) inquiry as to the neceasity for and the
advisability of continuing Congregationalism as
suc> iii the Dominion; and as none would be more
interested in nor more able to, give a fair defence
of their general position than the Congregation-
aliiits theruselves, a representative of the Gic5e
culled upon several leading local members of the
1pody -id obtained the following expressions of
opinion :

REV. JOHN BORTON.

Rev. John Burton, B.D., was seen at his resi-
<leuce and asked to give a raiscm d'etre for Cana-
dian Congregationalisni. Mr. Burton declih.d
tl-ý task of representinig the entire denomination,
but was willing to give utterance to his own
opinions, which, he was confident, are in accord
with those held by the leading niembers of the
<'ongregational body in Engtand.

He said : The only Congregatîonalismn in which
1 take ain interest je that form of Church life
which aims to witness. for Christianity as epirit-
ual and quickening power. A Church is siinply
an aýsseinbly of men professing fa.th in Christ, and
who inanifest as a resuit of that f.»-ith, a ChristlikeI
character. This was the fundamental principle of
the so-called Brownists of historv. Such an as-
seiiibly dloes not depend upon a bishop's licence or
a king's decree for order or for validity. ht exists
lawfully, sinuply because it bas life iii Christ. The!
îiberty it asks is that its miembers may freely wit-
niess for Christ and heve unhindered fellowship or
communion with ail who serve iii love and loyalty

their c.-oiiiunon Master and Saviour. Ith relation to
creeds is that they should, whie existent, express
the foruin of the asseiy's 1ife and not he used as
moulds into whieh life is to lie ' ast, or as partition
walls betweeuî cimurches. What 1 helieve, flot
whiat you muet. Tite unity it strives for is of the
spirit and not of the letter. Assured that as Pach
plant, left free, will develop after its kind, so true
Christian life, left f ree froni the special pleadiuig
of creeds, will <levelop after its kind ; ini other
words, Christ will be preached wherever Christ is
feit as a lîfe. The great concern of true Congre-
gationalism is the unaking of Il men iii Christ
Jesus, and tlîrough theni the inakiuîg of a iiew
heaven and a'. new earth iii whili shail dwell
righteousness."

The question has been asked, Why should not
Congregationalisin unite its forces w'ith othe>' ac-
knowledoeed Christian organizatioins The answer
is soitiewýhat difilcuit. There are sonie tendenies
which dlaimi to be Congregational, which apart
from the nanie have nothing te distinguish them
from other bodies; there are other manifestations
that sheltLer themselves under the îiare that no
Christian body need to cov'et; but whi'e such philo.
sophic systenis as result in what is knowi, as Ar-
minianisîn and Calvinism, or such traditional formas
as the episcopacy or the baptismal rite, divide,
there wilI be a loud and, we believe, a growing eall
for a manifestation of spiritual unity 'vhere, as in
God's great world, diversity nîingle iii one great
harmony te declare the praise of itý. author and
its life. This we view as the great mission of
Congregationalisin. This' spiritual conception of
Christ's Church bas led Congregationalisnq to place
no dependence upcn the Civil power for Christian
work. In its English developmient it neyer sought
te perpetuate a State Cburch. It (loes flot, desire
a godless State, but it wa.kes religion a inatter of
the heart and not of legal enactment. Thus per-
secution, State compulsion, intolerance, are utterly
foreign to its genius. I have used the terni Con-
gregationalirn; The composition of the word ià
unhappy, thoughi its use seenms inevitable. There is
no ism In true Congregational principles, whieh aiiiiI
at an ideal broad as the Gospel of Christ and as
inclusive as is love.

REv. CHSARLES DUFF.

,.After thoroughiy unuierstandimg the point at
issue, Rev. Charles Duif, of I>arkdale. wrote as
follows

Congregationalisn is a terni of Churcli govern-
ment. Lt designates the ab)sence of certain cor-
porate bodies, 3uch as synods, assemblies and con-
ferenceci in the Episcopal, Preslhyterian and
Methodist churches, which exercise a legal control
over the individual congregations. This is its
negative aspect. Positively, it re-eoguiizes the
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