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ministorod the ordinance.of the Lord's supper to al

goodly nuimber of puoplé. In the afternoom he visited
thie Sunday school and spoke to the children. At the
<lose,of the address it waa voded by the schoul that 4
collegtions a year should be given by it in behalf of our
aisaions, one on each roview Sunday. The regular
webk night prayer meeting was postponed from Wed-
nesday until Thursday evening in order that the people
wight hear him again on the subject of F. Missions
hen he was passing through the city on “his way to
armouth. At this meoting there was a good attend-
ahce, and though no collection was asked for and none
fakon up, yet amumber of people put into his hand at
the close o small sum, amounting to several dollars. No
Smxbf( the moetings in St. John have been helpful to
ur cause. People were heard to sny to our mission-
ary ‘‘we will now take a new interest in Foreign 1mis-
sions,” ‘‘we shall think of you when you are away, we
ghall pray for your success and help in your support.
. KESWICK RIDGE.
« On Monday, Nov. 2nd, he sailed up the beautiful
river St. John to Fredervicton and next morning crossed
in a ferry to Gibson, then by train reached Keswick,
from which place & young man drove him to the Ridge
fivo miles distant. There are many people connected
with our church in this place. If they only had a cou-
ple of years of proper pastoral care and a real drilling
in-christian work it would do them a world of good,
alid no doubt our cause would be stronger in conse-
quonce of it. For the past few months the Rev. J.
Whitman has been acting pastor, and during that time
the peopld have become more united, paid off their
¢hurch deht and purchased new chandeliers for their
neat church edifice. Some of the people declared that we
alwayshold our missionary meetings whentheyareeither
very busy or the roads specially bad. Our Foreign
Missionary meeting undoubtedly was held when it was
cold and dark, and the roads in anything but a good
coudition for travelers. In consequence of this, the
meeting was not as large as it might readily have been,
but the collection was fairly good and was further ir-
creased by a subscription from the Pastor. 1t is ex-
pectod that the people in this place will do much more
for our Foreign Missionary society than they have ever
done in the psst for the cause it represents.

SHEFFIELD, N. B.

Ho loft the Ridge on Tuesday morning, Nov. 3rd,
crossed the St. John in anantiquated horse ferry which
looked ahout as graceful in the distance as a lumber-
man's raft, yet it was able to keep its course ‘‘when not
turned in some other direction by thé wind,” arriving
on the opposite bank he was driven to the city of Fred-
ericton, and from thence sailed down the really pictur-
esque river St. John to Shettield.  Our church in this
place is said to have an active missionary spirit which
ig carefully fostered by the pastor, the Rev. J. Barker,
but's combination of circwmnstances brought about a
small missionary mee ing, the smallost yet addressed
by him, our missior y, stillit was not without good re-
sults, and it will no Loubt lead to much more interest
ip our work. A collection is regularly takem up for

oreign missions at the monthly missionary prayer
méeting, ‘‘the best attended one in the month,” be-
sides a special collection on thanksgiving day, for the
aame object. '

W. T. CurrIz.

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

REV., EUSTACE CONDER'S
“THE FREEDOM OF THE PULPIT AND ITS
© LIMITS.

S1r.— Your editorial notes are ‘usually so judicious
and pointed as to be, to me at least, along with M.
Hall's letter, the chief attraction of the magazine ; but
your note on the above subject is so wanting in your
usual penetration and so utterly inadequate a critique
of this transcendently important subject for Congre-
gational ministers, that 1 venture the ungracious task
of running a tilt against the editorial chair. You call
the article of Mr. Conder *‘ timely,” his words ** true”’
and *‘suggestive” and *‘follow him with all your
heart.” In my opinion a more wooden-headed, dull-
eyed, soulless dissertation on the preacher’s'vocation I
never heard or read. One would think that in thess
days ritualistic priests and timid evaugelicals had made
a league to stab the life of preaching in the eye, te
choke the preacher’s proli)hebic utterance, to degrade
his high oftice to the dull level of a ritual grinding
| fupctionary or an automatic phrasemonger. There are
lfew of all the six or eight thousand Congregational
ministers in Great Britain and America who deny Mr.
Conder's fundawmental thesis, to wit, ‘‘that there are
common seutiments and counvictions among us that
limit tlie freedom of our pulpits.” But is the under-
standing and interpretation of these common senti-
ments and convicticas the exclusive monopoly of the
¢ instructor” (as Mr. Cnder pleases to call him,) and
denied to the preacher;who is a poet and thinker 7 But
the illustration given in detail must be examined before
we can see the absurdities about preaching which you
think so warmly approve, Confusiqn of 1deas enters
the first question of Mr, Conder’s, *‘Is the preacher &
pogt or an instructor?’  In the name of common sense
what does this mean ? Ts a poet not an instrt ¢:or, may
an instructor not be a poet? We have known many
preachers who were neither poetical nor instructive ;
but we have yet to hear the poet preache> who was
not an instructor of the first rank. No one who has
ever heard the saintly wystic poet preacher, John
Pulsford, of Edinburgh, requires any more argument
to refute this sort of barren antithesis. But this is
not the only evil of such a stylé of treating this sub-
ject. The writer calmly assuines that the-*‘instructor’
alone gets the message and receives this truth distinct-
ly announced and divinely revealed ; while the poet is
supposed to be an unsettled spirit, with no grasp of
this distinctively announced and divinely revealed
message. He is represented as getting his ideas by
some process of evolution, and carnal thinking ; while
he leaves the ‘“ message doctrme” and ** word of glad
tidings ” to take care of themselves. Could an inten-
tional misstatement be'furthei]irom the truth than this
‘theory of the preacher’s office built upon a false and
Ibarten antithesis ¢ If the poetic gift, the vision and
! faculty divine is so utterly carnal that it cannot read
| Scripture without perverting it, will not submit to the
| teaching of the divine Spirit, is too proud to carry a

message to man as GGod’s ambassador, why then let ug
thank God there are so few poets, especially in the
ranks of the clergy. But when I think for a moment
of the glorious names that have in their day been God's
true ambassadors to men, with very distinctly an-
nounged truths indeed, and of their words which yet
stirl:ie heart as with the sound of a trumpet, all this




