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"fThou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh. true excellency of our principles will1 be found in OUI'
bour," and accept these words as from the authority of (ihrist.bought liberty to vary our praotice aocording to
the Most Higli, are we flot under similar obligation, if our need.
by the observance of sanitary laws we find aur supposed In acoordance with these principles, we desire tO
contvenience, though concealed, endangers the health present some teachings concerning Christ and HIE
of our neighbour, to forego our couvenience, or perbaps Churcli which have, if true, important bearinge. 1
luxury, and do as we would be done by ? And if you propose, therefore, first of ail, to enquire, have we
would weaken the force of the conclusion by suggest- a divine injunction regarding the formation of a
ing that men nxisread the Iaws of nature, do they not Churchi
raisapply or explain away the teachinge cf the gospel 1. Let it lie reniemnlered that we must dissociate
of grace?2 The suggestion, proviug too mucli, falle. frorn the word IlChurch " ail our later ecolesiastic8l

God's will, whether revealed in is word or in fis Ithouglits and associations if we would view rimpliciter
providential dealings, is authoritative ; negleoted at the New Testament idea. Let us substitute thie word
our peril. The formation of society and its natural aernbiy, with the underlying thought of thst
developruents may afford us authoritative 'icices if we assetnbly being orderly convened, and we are nearer
study with truthfùl leanings, and the practical appli- the simple idea, remembering that but two kinda of
cation of these teachinge becomes a part of Christian Christian assemblies are directly mentioned in thie
ethice. New Testament-e.g. Reb. xii. 22, which is the

Therefore the impartial study of the development of ideal assemlily of ail cailedl and sanctified liy Christ ;
systems in their necessary adaptation ta social life and Rom. xvi. 4, which with kindred passages justify
reveals to us thc will cf God as on sooiety he lias the utterance, IlWherever in any time or country
traced those lânes. Hence an important modification two or three are gathiered together liy a common love
of Bishop Lightfoot's sweeping sentence le called for. and faith, there will lie a Christian Church." They
No unitedl work can be conducted withont sasse orgar - to whoss these words are addressed iil daem it a
ization, nor feilowship enjoyed without sosse iac-s.] work of supererogation to prove what noue will deny,
The reverent stndy of the development cf systesss but ail have acceptedý
in the Christian Churcli, in their relation ta wants 2. [t 15 not usual for statesmen to cite primitive
a-ad work, ssay therefore read te us as anthoritative a civulization as authority iu the settiement cf diverse
will under similar conditions as any written upon opinions regarding governmnent. Because the father
inspiration's page, negleoting whioh we sin and suifer: cf a family or the chief of a tribe exercised in
e.g., Granted thti inalienable riglit cf a Churoli to patriarchal days an almost alisolute authority, we do
select and ordain iLs presiding offcers, do we judge not now argue an absolute monarchy, nor commend
thereliy the newly converted Hottentote to libe at once republicanisin on the gronnd cf an ancient order cf
delegated with t hat rigit ? And may there not lie seciety whien "lieo that had the power would take, and
among us those ta whom the ezercise cf that riglit hie zay keep who can." le there any reason why
would lie as mutually degrading as lu mid-Africa it we should ever lie recurring to the model cf the
could lie? earliest Ohurcli or Christian aesemlily as the authori-

A oontriliuted article in the Boston Congregation- tative standard for ail time to come ? Ras the jus
aliat, May 24, 1882, on work assour, the Gorman J tivinum cf the episcopate been slowly but incon-
population in the cities cf the United States, thus trovertilily disproved only that on its ruine a de jure
speake: "11Shaîl Congregational Churches lie organized divino Congregationalisci should lie estalilished?2 If
alnong the foreigners ? Yes and no. If they are to Jthe short Procrustean lied of episcopacy requiredl in
lie left to thesselves without the closest feHiow- many cases decapitation, the Presliyteriau some
ship of neighhouring Aruerican churohes, wiih much, unhealthy squeezing, are we now te have onc 80 large
ouersiglit and care, No! Material fit t, lie put that it will require the rack applied bath ways in
into sucli churches ie in the main of the crudeet. It order te, a fit?2
knows littla cf Cengregationali6m lieyond the naine. I freely grant, could we find a commiand, e.ther ex-
It would accept any other denominational aid as press or isspliedl, requiring us te fpalbion aur assemblies
ri adily. If sucb a church is put inte the charge of a thereliy, that would at unce bled us te, the formn, and
foreigu lioru and lired minister, and left te iteîf, iL ta diligent searcli if that form did not readily appear ;
will die, and experience seezns ta show that it ouglit but.where le the command ? Can i Le couv.ioted cf
ta." ignorance if I say I find noue ?

I cae no wheheryou challenge this as uncangre- Ir, the e.carnple blding? This las been maintaied
gational or ne. I ask, are the underlying principles e.g. by the late Principal Cunningham, of Free Churoli
true 1 If sa-as every experience calmly read de- Coilege, Edinliurgh, who in hie "HIistorical Theology"
clares-we can do nothlng againat the trutli, and the writes; IlThe 8criptural proof cf any arrangement or
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