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Enternational $. $. Lessons.

THE LESSON LIST

Oct 3 Iaaacs Proserriry - Gen axwr, 12
G ldon Text, Prov x 22 Commit 23 235
Oct. 10 Jac 1 asp Esav—Gen, xxvn. 22
30. Goldon Lext, Provav. 27 Comnut 38-30
Q.t 17§ o AT BLTREL - Gen. xxv il 10
22 G 't Tert, vere g Commit 1216,

Oct 23 Tacon's PREVAILING PRAVER— Gen
<xxii. 912, 32-:30.  #olden Tevt, Luke xvni 1,
LCommzat 26-300.

Oct. 31. Josern sn b 1N10 Byt —Gen,
wxyvi i-5 23-2  (hdd-n Tevt, Prov aavn 4.
Lommut 32-33

Nov 7 Justriin Prisos -Gen. xxxix  21-
23: Al 1.8 Golden Text, Psa. xxxsine g, Com-
il 21-23

Nov 14, Joserwe rur Wise Rtter
whi. 41-57.  Golden Text, Prov. xxii. 22,
wit 46-49.

Nuv. 21. JOsePH AND IS BRETHREN  Gen
xliv, 30-34 : xlv. 1-8.  Golden Text, Rom. xii.
21 Commit 1 4.

Nov. 28. Jacon b Praracn -Gen. xlvii.
3-12. Golden Text Prov. xvi. 31. Cummit 7-10.

Dec LAst DAvs oF Jacon ~Gen. xlvni,
8.12 (galdm Text, verse 21 Cummit 15,10.

Dec. 12, Last Davs ot Jostryt—Gen. I 14
26  Gulden Text, Prov. x, 7. Comnut 1S-21.

Dec. 19. RaviEW OF THE LESSONs.

Dec. 26, LESSIN SELECTED BY THI SCHOOL.

25

Gen,
Com-

LESSON HELPS.

WOCT, 3. Gen, 36, t2-28-
Isaac's Frosperity.

CGGLDEN TEXT.. Pros. 10, 13, To be learned -33
38 Time, not far from 18q4 B.C.

INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION.

A period of some seventy-five years nter-
wened between the events of this lesson and
those uf aur last  During these years, Sarab
died, 2l was buried in the cave of Machpelal ;
Abraham, believing his life dmwing to a close,
wsccarrdd a wife for Isane from awonyg his own
Kindred ; after which he himself took another
wife, of whom were born six sons; and, at
feugth L dind, and was buried in the cave of
Machpelah by his two sons, Ishmael and Isasc.
3n process of tite two sons were born to Isuae,
Eeau aml Jacob ; sne years after which event,
in consequence of a famine, 1\aac, 1s his father
hiad doune on a tormer ocearion, went mto the
=south country, and dwelt in Gerar, the place
<of ns own nativity, and where his father had
~ojouraed for many years after.  We shall see
4y our present lesson that his stay iu this
country was a perivd of great prosperity.
LESRSON NOTES.
(12, 13). Then Isaac sowed in that land.
feaa: . unhihe his futher, Abrahaw, united the
agricultural with the pestoral occupation ; and
wnstead of devoting lus whole tune to the ruis-
ing and tending of tlacks, saught buth L asure
aud profit in the cultare of the svil.  Abraham
was bold and venturons, Isasc was thou htful
and retiring.  Abmham, through the abelience
of faith, reccived the coutirnition of the prom
ise, —Ianac entereiinto the  nosettled enjoy
ment of its blewings,  Received . . anhundred
Sold  Gol had appeutol to Isaac, (v v 25)
for the lirst time, as it would appear. and,
aft-r f ubidding his guing down ino E, ypt, had

e etpe e

lthv.i-lva of both is included in the language.
This too 18 mteresting, viewel in relation to
Christ's kingdom, as it is dvstined to be.  7%he
i Philistinea esvied him. So great and prosper-
, perens o chief could not lowg dwell in the
; midst of those from whom ho diffured sa wildely
I without hewng both envied and hated. 8o with

Gol's people  while preserving themselves un-
! spotted from the world, they have been hoth
hated and persecated.

(15} For all the wells ote. . . The Philis-
tines lad stopped them, ete.  This was the ont-
came of their envy, amd 113 obvious purpose was
to drive Isanc away. They lovked upon his
grin as ther loss, 30 they cut off his supply of
water, in onler to foree him to leave. The
custo a of stoppang up the wells of those whom
it is intended to harrasy, still prevars in the
vast

(16).  Abimelech—a general name for the
Philistine kings—said, go from us, for thou
art mightier (richer) thau we are. In other
wonls, ~though unly a sojoumcer among us, you
are ubsortnug all the wealth of the country ;
therefore, go ! ‘This was Isaac's own covntry,
his by inheritance from his father, and by
promi ¢ from God to himself ersoually Had
he been other than he was, a type of Christ,
we wmight be surprisel at his yielding so
patiently to their demands; but, true to his
character as the great representative of Christ,
*“ when he suffersd hie threatened not, but com-
mitted himself to Him that judgeth righteous-
ly."”

(17-10)  And Isaac departed thence, and
pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, etc.
This valley is supposed to be what is now the
Wady el Jerur, about fifty miles south of
Gerar. Here he re.opened the wells which
inis father had digged. and restozed to them the
names his futher bad given them.
ging here his servants rame upon a fountam of
living. or of apringing wuter,

(20). ‘This well in a land like thut, was a
pecul ar treasure ; and was, conseqnently claim-
«d very soon by the native herdsmen who op

tesisted ; bat after naming the well Easck—con-
tention—he gave it up also,

(21 22.) Then they digged another which
was also claimed by his enetnies, and after

quished it, removed still farther away, and
di.ged anothier.  This, either beeause the £hili-
stines were satisfied with the advautages they
had gained, or fearful to proceed farther with
their insolent demands, they were allowed to
hold in peace. So th.y named it Kehoboth —
. mom—impiying that at last they had found
room for themsrlves and their flocks where
they might hope to he allowed to remain ua-
molested.  And ke said - for nowthe Lora Aath
. made room for us. and we shall be frutful ;
!l uw though he hut said—the rich plain is not
" ours by farce or contention the Loni has given
, it to us and bere we shall gather our Larvests
in yr.ce.
The character of Iaaac 18 very generally mis-
understood.  Because he yviclded to the unjust
" Jaims of his 1ereecutom, he has been called

White Jdig |

po-el their using it, saying the water is ours. .
: Here was another opportunity for Iannc to have

naming it Sinah—Hatred—tley also relin. |

renewed to him the promises formely given to | tame-spiritai, and wanting in personal courage,
his futher; and, peihaps,to en onrage hiw and | ncither of which charzes scems to he justified
Ieal him th more thoroughly to value his by the the facts in the case.  He bield his right
prin J; anheritance, gave Ris, as the rewarl , % postess the lanl from God,—he coull trust
of s fiet effnts (o agricuitiie this extrmor- | God to maintain that right.  Assoon ashefelt
dinary increase.  And the Lord bleased him. | that the Lord had malde room for him, he gave
And the man waxed great, and went forwcard,  Him the glory, and waited calmly till He shonld
and 4 ¢ until he Lecame very yreat, ur.* he | also give Lim the fruits of his labor.
man was great, and hie went guing un, aml  not lung before he was peanitted to see that
was great ; until that he was exceeding great. | he had made ne wmis'ake, for Abimelenh soon
This, ceitainly, is extraorlinary language: soed for a treaty of fiiendship; (sce the re-
‘nd may be Lest unlerstoud by semembering | mainder of the chapter j,  thus  proving
that Ieaac typufiel Christ; and that the ‘when a man's ways please the Jord, He
Tanguage. while rferring ummediately to Isaac, inaketh (ven his cnemies to be at peace with
sefers with «ill greater furce to Jesus Chr'st,  him.” It would lLe better if all Christians
Isanr’s creat Antitypr, ¢ of the increase of | were more like Isaac,
whoze governmeat and peace there shall be no y {23 He wont op from thence—probably,
cad "~ (SceIs. 9 7; Dan. 2, 44: Luke1:32, however, not for some time, during which he
33) Note - Isaac was offcred up as a burnt- | Jdoubtless increased so much in both weslth
ofirring before his ezceeding greatness was at- ' and power that Abimclech deemed it pradent
tained , Jesus Chriat was offered up on the | to enter into a treaty with him. Beer Sheba.
-cross before the great “ increase of his govern: | YWhether this was the old well dug and named
-meat and peace " took place. by Abraham, (ch, 21:81,) and opened and re-
(14). ForAeAad passcssions,eic. . . . and great | named by Isaac o the occasion of his forming
dore ¢of servants, or husbandry—either farm | a similar treaty with the Philistine King, or
servaats, Or land cultivated, or both, —probably | another to which Isaac give the old name—

!
i
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|

lecr 8heba—caninot now he  determindd,
There are, at tho present time, two princijmt.
wells about & hundred yanls apart, and tive
amaller oues in that same locality.

(24). And the Lord appeared unto him the
aame night. God took the oppertunity to
come to Isanc ngain, when bis hoart probably
was heavy, and bis wmiod oppressed with
anxiety {o regard to his futuicsojourn among
that cavious and deceitful people, and re-

newed to him the nssurances of His personal
favor and protection.  Fear nof, &c.  lanac
would have had very much to fear, it God
had not heen his protector and friend. For
my sercant Abrakam’s sake ;—not that God
did not love Iuasc who was also His servant.
hut His original promise was made to
Abraliam; nand Isaac was looked upon as in
Ahraham, 1he great head of the family of
which Isanc wus a part 8o Christiuns are
blessed for Christ’s suke, who is the great
Hend of the Church.

(25).. Builded an altar; cillsd upon the
name of the Lord ; pitched Ris tent; digged a
well.  Isauc's first carc was to ereel an allar,
—his second was fo worakip at it. After
these, famnily and personsl wants were
attended to. Isaac made it bis first business
to honor God. Christ says,—if any man
serve me, him will my, Futher honor.

** Make thou His service thy delight,
el nake thy wants ITis care.’

THOUGHTS SUGGRSTED BY THE LESSON.

Isauc, though very rich, did nnt despise
honest labor. He wrought with a diligent
spirit, and God rewarded his toil with an
abuadant increase.

1, Jssac’s wealth was no fortunate accideat.

He waited upon God, and kept His way ;
and God exalted him to inberit the land.

Isaac, though in a position to retahate
upon his persecutors, did not do so. God
| had promised him His favor and protection
| —he believed the promise, and God reward.
' ed bis confidence and trust by making him
exceeding great, even in the presence of his
y cuemies,

** Let enry alone, and it will punisk iteelf.”
is a maxim cvery one may safely follow.
! Isaue, without knowing the maxim, ncted
+ uMn the principle_it embodiex ; and, in due
! time, the c¢avious Plilistines came aud sued
i for his friendship.
| ek first the Kingdom of God and Iis
righteousness. 1saac, though never having
 heard this command of Chrivt, acted ug)n
. the principle it enjoing, und God added to ki
ctery needful blessing.

QUASTION KRUMMARY.
(For the Children.)

Was Jswc a farmer ¥ What was he
| besides ¢ How big a furm hind bhe?! The
v.hole land «f Palestine. Did God let Isanc

~cupy it all? No, He lct the Philistines,
those covious people live on part, and there
were other nations lived there as well. What
was the yield of his first harvest in Gerar ?
What is meant by a hundred fold? (13).
What did Isaac become ? (14). What did he
owa?! How did the Philistines fvel towards
bim? What is it to envy ? It ix to feel
sorTy when another gets something your have
not, and to want toget it aveay from him.
{15). What did the Philistiaes dn to spite
lsasc * (16). Was King Abimelech Isiac's
friemi ¥ How do you know ? (17). Did
Isaac go ! Yes, he would not quarrel with
|them.%or God had said He would be with
him , and be who has God for his companion
cannot afford to quarrel. Who did Isaac
ant like then ! How did Jesus do in the
same circumstances ¥ (sce 1st Peter 3: 23)
What does He tell us to do, when people
treat usill 7 (sec Matt 5. #4). (18). What
had *he Philistines already donc ? Dud
! Isasc open the wells again ¥ \What names
{ did e give the wells ' \Why had the Philis-
jtines stopped up the wells ? {19). Wit
did Isaac's scrvants find when digging in

the valley * (30. Who claimed it? %id

I-asc Jet them have it ? What name had he
icalled it ? What does Faek mcan? Why
j did hecall 1t that? 21 Did th v claim

I
!
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Stnak meas? 122) Where dict Le go from
| Sitnah * Dia the Philistines et him ulunc
ithere ¢ What i he name the next well ?

y Why? (33). Afier some time, where did

Isaac g0 ? Who catce visit Him soon
after he arrived at Beer Stebn ? Would
vou like to have tiie Lord speak so kindly to
{you?t Well, if you will he His humble and
{ obedient scrvant, as Isaac was, avery pre
cious promisc in the Bible will be yours as
truly as this was Isaac’s. (25). What fowr
things did Isaac do afterwards® Did he
make his teot and dig his well £rst? No,
Le made his altar, and worshipped God
first.  What does Jesus tell us to do first?
(see Matt. 6:33). What does that mean?
What if we always seck first of wﬁgtbhﬁ
to do as He would bave us, then He wi

always give us the things He sees. that we

® Parents will ald their children
w&.m»mwm
.
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Miosion Lotes.

—Eighteen years ago, says the Foreign
Missionary, the first Protestant church
was organized in Rio Janeiro, and two
persons received on conf~ssion. Since
that time nearly three hundred have
joined this one organization, mostly
converts from Rome. ‘The great lack is
preachers of the Word.

— Mtesa, the Emperor of Uganda,
who, through Stanley, the cxplorer,
begged for Christian teachers who were
immediately sent by the English Church
Missionary  Society, has  renounced
Christianity and gone back to paganism,
worshipping Mokassa, the God of Lake
Nyanza, whose spirit is supposed to
;’eside in an old woman who lives on the
ake.

—Rev, J. L. Green, of the London
Missionary Society, writing from Tahiti,
says: “The restrictions which have
contracted our labours and those of our
predecessors ever since the establish-
ment of the Protectorate here, are now
nearly all removed, and 1 have virtually
nearly 3,000 of the natives of Tahiti
placed under my direction, in an eccle-
siastical point of view.”

— The London Missionary Society
says after the baptism of the Queen of
Madagascar, and the dedication of the
Chapel Royal, just built, the event was
commemorated by setting at liberty all
the State prisoners who have been in
chains, since the beginning of the pres-
ent reign, for the part they took in a
conspiracy to overturn the government
The dedication services lasted a fort-
night, sometimes ecight meetings being
held during the day, with an attendance
of over 3,000 people.

~The Missionary Herald also tells
how, some twenty years ago, the Eng-
lish Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel started a movement in the Sand-
wich Islands to bring over the converts
to High Church ceremonies. The sim-
ple people were taught that the religion
they had embraced lacked apostolic sanc-
tion and sacramental grace. The sump-
tuous cathedral which the High Church
Bishop was to build has only risen a few
inches above the ground, and not a pen-
ny has been given by the people of Ha-
waii for the support of the Bishop. Evi-
dently the Bishop will have to find
another field for High Churchism.

AND I ALWAYS SHALL.

The gracefulness with which some
peuple yield a point of controversy from
which they are fairly driven, is illustrated
by a story told of 2 good old man in
Western Massachusetts. It was in the
days when Sunday night was just coming
to be observed instead of Saturday night
as Sabbath time.  Good old Dr. Daywise
and firm, sought by all means to bring

y his people to uniform practice in the

matter. He finally secured a church
vote that all would do as the majority
directed. When the sense ot the church

ywas taken, it was found that a large
y majority were in favor of keeping Sunday

1

; might, and so it wassupposed to be settled.
y Brother G. had been* the pillar of the

It was , the next? What wasitsname ¢ ™ fistdoes, Saturday night party; his well-known

obstinacy had been the principal difficulty
inthe way of the change; but he had
voted with the rest to abide by the
decision of the majority. After the vote
| was taken he aroscin his place, looked
solemnly over the assembled breathren
and said, slowly and with the emphasis
of deep fecling half-suppressed : “I'm
not at all strenuous about this, brethren,
but I always Aaze observed Saturday
night, and—-&/ alweays shall™ Conscience
is a good thing, and will is a good thing ;
but willin the place and claiming the
privileges and authority of conscience, is
one of the tonghest problems the grace
of God ever has to 3olve in ‘making
straight the ways of the Lord in the
eanth.— onalist,




