
UNIVERSAL OR COSMIC TEME. 17

L- the members of this Society must equally join in the coinmon satis-
dl ; facetion in the nieasure of %uccess -%vhieli bas l;een achieved.

Ni. Six years back, whlen the subject was discussed iii this Hall, therc
a; -%vei'e probably not a fewv who viewed the propositions then subm itteýd

ie as merely fancifful theories. Others, who did not refuse to recognizc
'e- their hearing, entel-ained the feeling that inany grave difficulties

presented thernselves to interfere with. any successfül attempt to
gsreform or niodify usages so ancient as the coniptitation of tinie. ]But

.te the Institute, as a body, -was hiopeful. The action takenl by the Council
lie to extend the field of discussion and awakenl the attention of foreigui
Le. communities,- evinced confidence, and we imiay nowv ask, -was this

le confidence justified ? Wliat are the facts to-day? Twvelve inontl.,
le- have passedl since an important change iii the notation of Railwaiy
of Time wvas made with general approval througliout the lengthi ani

Mbreadth of North America ; a revolution in the usgsof sixty millions
ze of people bias been suler tly effected and wvith scar-cely a trace thiat it

[y lias liappened. -That proceeding bias been followed by events of
le equat importance. On the lst of October last a, body of acerediteà

.11 Dele,gates frorn the different nations, on the invitation of the Presi-
- dent of tlie Ulnited States, met in Conference to consider the problern

"tuefac orthe~vath o dok asccndar di2, boun~ he :iî.w aîtcrnoon hours in Airabie
L.umcruls witbin the preset Romn ilgur*L

Plate N~ 0 . 2.

"plate 'No. 2 shows the scondary dial. It inust be of zisin iuraterial; and it lias ijeci
found thiat mnade simply of palier and sctircd to its î.osin 1- any guin whiclî iviii adhcre ta
an enainelcd. surface, thc objec.t is attained iUaout auy iurier ;dtcratioîî of thec watch or

"cjock.
««Tite Comixnittec is aivare tltat tiie-se seemi trifling '~ters to briiîg uîîdcr the notice or tite

Convention, but questions of great nmonent not seldoi in zca rii details. It is cvidcr't
«frontî what lias becn set forth, thiat cvcry liersn ini the coiiniîannhv many, et the cost of a fcw
cents in caclt case, adap)t bis watch to the 24 o'clock sysi-ni.

"Tite Coniunittce accordiugly repeat tiîeir coniviction, that vrith tic disiappearance of the
only piactica1 difficulty at an insignific.aît, cos, tlierc îs nii:ng tg prevciit Uic Railway
'<uthirles and tue coninîuinit3' at ia.-,e adoptiug the ct uge as -:oon asîy tbeconi al to

iLs adlvantagc& le


