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gens, whosc intercsts lie attends ta at the mlectim«s of tic, coutcil.

E.acli menuiber af thc gens is specnall% 1protccted by the inior Chie.
WVhcn Cr-o.,'oot, thc pr incipal chief of the I31iaclzfoat tribe, %vas alive, the
peCople bclonging to the thirce tribei spoke r-cslpectfull)p of imi, and Iîad
therc bccn a suipreime hicad for the Confcderacy tlîere is no doiîbt but
that lie wotild have bucn clectcd ta that position, but ihvciivr lie visitcd
the Blood Iîîdians lie did flot prceide at the council, but %%'as trcated ais
an august mcember of the Confcderacy. Questions af a féderal nature
\vcre subinîittd ta imii, as ta the supremc hicads of the othier tribes.
The Indians are a people jealous of thecir iits, and no ane, no, iatter
liow noble bis character and great lus position, would accelit ofi honours
or usurp autlhority.

The wvar chief is the hicad %varrior of bis tribe. In thc ancient days
tbc mode af clectian %vas conducted in the ioilowing m ianner : Mien a
warrior had shown hiimseif ta bc cspccially brave, giviing evidenice af grcat
courage, gaad judgmcent and haoncsty, and liad wan the esteeni and
affection af his tribe, the camnp-criers, \v'ho wc'e invariably aid mien, went
aangn the lodges visiting tic peopie and ex-.toling the virtues of thecir
candidate. By this mneans ali the people son learted the naine ai the
candidate and lus dlaims for the position. This action af the criers wvas
kcpt up until thc suin dance cereinonies Nvcre in full operation, and thiie
tic w~arriors rncntioancd the naine ai thc muan desircd for tic position.
Tlic, expressed thecir %visi for the ciection of thecir candidate. The
person designated for the position wvas tiien piaccd in Ulic centre of the
mnedicine iadge, andi the people dcciarcd imi cecctcd as %var chici af
the tribe b3' asseîuting îviti thecir voices. A rival candidate wvas easily
thrust aside througli the inifluce ai the camp-cricis. 'l'le criers %vere
Sk'iliul ihi ail nuaturs aiffectingy an ecction, sa tuat it wvas a setricd question
who w~as ta bc the wvar clief beiarc thc suni danîce beganii.

The duties oi the wvar ch ii wec ta nmake arralnecnts for war, and ta
lcad tuc warriari ta battle. Vircually, lic n'as supremne ini tic camp during,
a periad ofi var. War couldi not bc rcsoivcd uponi %vitlioui the concur-
rence af the comncil. At tiuis counicil the peaîcec uel 1 )rcsicied. Smnaii
p)arties mniglit gouot ta miake raids u1pon their eneieis, for- the pur-pase
af stcalingi lorses, but these \verc ai such ininar importance tluat notig
wvas thouglit ai themii. Mien, 11owcvcir, the war was ai a tribal ci..racter
the cotuncil niust decide, and wl'iîen thc (ecisian wvas favourabie ta wvar, the
Nvar duiefl ad alinost, if tiot aitogether, tue sole contrai ai the camp. At

acouincil meeting pre.sided ovcr, saine years ago, b>' Red Cran'i, the
peace chief af due ]3iood Indians, ta canisider tic question of going ta %var
against the Sioux Indiaius, wvha ii'cre suppaseci ta o ithin thc tcrritary
ai the Blacicet, and, tiierciore gnfiilty' of trcspassîng, it \Vas decidcd ta go
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