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These exporta woe almost ontiroly tirs output af Nova
Scotia mines, 83 per cent. af wvhich were ta titi Now Englond
states for consuniption in industrial cstab!iahmcnits there, and
upan which, aL present, nob Inited States duty Is impozed.

WJIlCH?
i'erhaps tho most important questions mîow beîng forced

upon the attention af Canadians are ; tarif! rovîsion, as
advacated hy the Canadian Manufacturers' Association,
wvhore, as kt is declsred, thes entirs schedlules shauld bc
reviscd; a tarifai o a distinctly rctaliatory ebaracter against
imports froin the United States, the idea being ta inake thes
tarifaio Canada impose n8 bigh dutnes against United States
praducts as thes United States tariff imposes upon Cauadian
produets ; a tariff gratiting an inierensed ant enlarged pre-
ference in favor af Blritish products, and the rcnewnl of a
reciprocal trade arrangement ivith the United States by wvhich
no duty would ho imposcd by ana country upon importa of
natural produets produced in the other. AI] these proposi-
tions are nowv before tire votera, af Canada, ami du.rervc the
most careful and' intelligent consideration.

IL is truc that nt the Halifax meeting ai the Inuutaturera'
Assoiation a strong dcmud iças made for an eut ire revision
of the tarif, which, Inter, was reiterated at tic Tronto
meeting. It is tIrs opinion of nlany of tirs nembers tbnt that
demnuud xvs ai a perfunetory character, seeing that many of
thoni are well satisfied with the sebedulea which affect their
several industries, and who would not bc in accord xvith ny
maovement that -%vould dibturh thcm. IL la .goncedcd that in
certain industries soma important tariff chngea are impera-
tivoly requircd, particularly in soa of the primary fora of
iran and steel, and in. certain bines ai textile fabries ; and the
impression prevails that the Government are quite wllling ta
accede ta sucli dexnauds; but it is quite evident that a large
clament ai tho Association -%vould zi{xen-oualy abject ta nny
general revision ai the tarif!.

It cannot be conceived that ny intelligent element ai the
Association, or ai manuifacturera who are uaL members of it,
and there are a great ssany sucb, nor ai think-ing people
generally, favor the idea that bccause the United States tariff
warks, as nxany helieve, ta the injury ai Canada, we should
adopt a retaliatory poliey and do xvrong simply because
ivrong is donc us by another country. Werc sucb a policy
adopted iL xvould result in untold evil ta us; sud the effort-
ai the scatterbrains shauld be discou-ntenanced.

IL is a question as yet undccidod as ta the benefit that
wauld accrue te Canada froin the extension or aven the
continuance ai the British.prcfèence. WVe bave seen that the
preference wbich now prevails has worked the ahnost ruina-
tion ai a mosL important Canaîlian Industry ; and iL la for
Canada to decide if it is in aur inter.est ta have tihe looms in
aur xvoolen milîs thrown lnto idlencss ta the end that British
oos may be kept ia operation. Thes argument ofithe Manu-

facturera' Association ia that tho tariff, aven under the
preference, should hoi bigb enoig'b te afford adequate protec-
tion ta the Catiadian waolen industry, which would, ai course
make iL substautially prohibitive, a feature tbat we compîsin.
af in the Unîited States tarin;, xhich croates a desirc an the
part af some fur rotaliatian. This tariff prefèence is certsinly
objection tble because ai the harr i Îlotsa; but another feature
ai iL lies in the faet that it is ai no benetit wvatever ta another
and even more important Briti industry-the manufacture
ai articles af iran and steel.

It bas heretoforo been showa in theso pages that in 1902, in
a selected list of eiglhty-four dulJablo manl'.factures of Iran

and steel iinported into Canada, valtued at $23,528,516, more
than 76 per cent. cama from tho Uniitcd States and less ian
13 per cent. froin Grat PpItaiti. One-third tirs duty upon
these British goods wvas re..,itted, and yet, notwitbstanding
this preference ovor American goods, it did naL serve to,
ineaso the exploitations of British gooda in the Canadian
market. Iii exaimining this Iist it wili boe found that of such
articles as butts and liluges, eut tacks, locomotive angines',
lire extinguilshor apparatus, typowrititig machines, %vood
scrows, manufactures of aluminun, etc., incluiding tw.euty-two
articles, the imiports af which, fromn Great Britain, in no
instatnce anountcd ta as much as ono thousand dollars, and the
aggregate value of ail orf -them tc, only $6,886, the ziggregato
value of the identical lunes frein the United States ainounted'
to $1,854,420. On the ane prineiple as that proposed by thes
blanufaeturtrs' Association of incrcasing the tarifI beforo the
preference is grantcd, it 'Iuight be suggested that in ail
instancev %vhiere the imaporta from, Great I3ritain do flot iii any
one instance ninoutit te mnore than one Lhousaud.dollnrs, or fivo
thousaîndl dollars, stcli articles bc allowed ta corne in duty free.

NVe cannot be unmindful of tho fnct that nt this Lime very
deteruained efforts are being made in the United States to
bring abouit a substantial i'enewal of the conditions which pre-
vailed under the 1854 convention by wvhich no dnty wvas
iinposed iii either country upon imports of natural products
of the other. After the abrogation of that convention in 1860
Canada sought long and struggled bard ta obtain a reneval af
it, unhappily without suceess; and nolv we find the United
States in a willing mood to restore that status. la Canada
willing ta accept it? Ta commercial poe or hostilittes to
prevail betiveen us and our nearest neighbor?

EDITORIAL NOTES.
la the United States Bouse of Rtepreseutatives, a feiv days

ago, 31r. Williams, a member froin Mississippi, and leader of
tho Dom cratic minority, pratested against the inaetivity of
tho Bous, particularly the pending resalution relating to
reciprocity with Canada, to wvhich Mr. Payne, a mnember froin
New York, said that the Republicans would vot care ta
take up the question af tariff revision and disturb existing
conditions on the eve of a preaidential caxnpaign, and that the
tisse was not opportune ta consider tirs rociprocity question.
If tbat element af the Republican party wbich is striving for
dloser trade relations wvith Canada-and it is a strong and
iniltenitial element-sbould suggest a possible coalition with
the Leinocrats on that subject, it %vould ha nmusiug to observe
the agility of 'Mr. Payne and the ultra protectionisis ini cbang-
ing their mind ini that niatter. They would much rathor
prefer doing the tarifi' revision and rcciprocity business themi-
selves, bitter though ths pull wvould bie, than allow thc Dessa-
cratB.to do the job.

At the recent convention ut Leamington, Ont., of the
Ontario Fruit Growers' Association, aresolution ivas passed
urging the Dominion Goverument ta cxtend ta tire canning
iadustry of the country the saine system, of aid aiready
extended ta otmor ineustries, by enabling them ta bring in
their raw niaterials at the lowest passible cost, snd that to
this end the duty ou sugar used ln eanning, and an packages
used for holding canned fruit bie renmitted. If this menus that
the duty dn importedl augar and packages consumed in thes
preparation of fruits for expert is requested, the cannera
ahould know that thore is already a lew ta that affect. But
af course suèb concessions could not ho mnade in lavor of gooda
Intonded for home coiisumption.
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