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country shipnents were made oven to Great lritain. The result
of the manufactura of iron in Canada vas that higher prices had
to b paid for scrap iron here than wore paid in the United Staîtes.
If the rolling miiiils in Catada wero closed up, tis natenal would
ho practically uselces, a4s the high duty and freights would excludu
it fromn guing into the Umited States, anud Caiianait i anaîîufacturers
would lose accurdingly. Tho present tariff Iad been arranged by
the late Goveriinent aion the representaitiuns of the blast furances4,
with a view of causinig the manufacture of iron and steel from
Canadian oros. That policy had been tried for a numnber of years,
under varying conditions, and haid failed, and the depuîtation did
net bolieve it could succeed unless the Governiient desired to in-
crease the duty on fitnshed bar iron and steel very nuch abu i the
prescnt rate. With a view of encouraging the rolhing mill inter-
est anti also securing lower pices to the consuiiers of iron and
steel, as well as increasing tho revenue, it wvas suggestedl that the
Govermaient should miake considerable reductions in the duties
upon raw materials. Under the present tariff it was impossilu to
import scrp iron with profit, and but a small quantity of steel
billets. With reduced duties on theso naterials and on bituai-
nous coal, the rolling mille could import larger luantities and in-
crease the revenue to that extent. One very important point
urged was that if the duties on the finished product of the rolling
mills were changed they should bc of a specific and not an ad val-
oreîn character. This ivas rendered necessary by the extreme
fluctuation in the price of goods in the United States, and also bc-
cause freights on the raw inaterials used by the rolling mills fored
a largo part of the cost of tho product, and were, in fat, a speci-
fie tax upon the industry.

It was asked that a conference of represent'*ives of rolling nills
with the Government should b granted, whîen the details of the
manufactory could bc gone into. To this suggestion the Commis-
sioners raised no objection.

In the course of the discussion it, was stated by the deputation
that the duty on scrap iron ias intended to mnake the rolling nmills
use puddled bars made in this country. It hald not lad that effect,
but it had increased the cost of bar iron to the consumer. The
duty on scrap iron was 84 a ton net, and on bar iron $10 a ton.

TACKS AND WIIE NAILS.
Mr. F.11. Vhitton, appeared for the Ontario Tack Co., H amilton,

and made a very strong plea for a continuance of the present duties
on imported goods in their lines. He showed saniples of tacks,
sold at retail in Canada for five cents a package, and for which the
malcers received but Il cents. Nor would it make any difference
how much cheaper they were sold by the mnakers, the price to tho
consumer would be the sane. Thien on the boxes in which the
tacks were marketçd, and which could nîot be made in Canada, ap-
parently, there was a duty, and also on the steel plate used in
manufacture. As for wire nails, there vas no country in tho
world that produced the sane quality of nail that is produced in
Canada, and in the naail business particularly it wai necessary that
there should remain sone protection. The niethods of the Amieri-
can manufacturers were such that prices there fluctuated in waiys
that made it very dangerous for Canadians in the business unless
they were protected. li the States every littlo while a war of ex-
termination was started, and prices went away down, the malanu-
factured article being sold at prices away below actual cost
of the raw materials used in its manufacture. It made no differ-
encehow good goodswore. The first temptation to the consumer was
price, and q:ality caine afterwards. Oneof the greatest values of
the association was the betterment in the quality of the goods
turned out. It was no use te look te export trade as that was al-
ready monopolized by the United States.

«mr. Fielding-There is an Anerican duty on your goods ?
Mr. Whitton-There is and is likely te b.
Mr. Fielding-But if they can sell so clicaply and have tho

foreign trade, do you net thmnk they could very well take off the
duty ?

Mn. Wlitton-No, for the reason that they nced the home trade
to be able te quote lower rates for export purposes. lie believed
there was suflicient business in Canada te keep the factories iow
in existence reasonably busy.

FOUNDRYMEN AIND STOVE3MAKEllS.
A deputation of foundrymen and stovemakers appcared, coisist-

ing of Messrs. W. Ji. Copp, W. A. Robinson, W illian Burrows,
and O. G. Caracallen. Mr. Copp, who voiced the wishes of the
deputatien, stated that they made their request on the basis of no
interference with the iron duties. It was desired that the duty
on stovets should remain at 271 per cent. ; that stove patterns, now
rated at one cent per pound, and tweit.y-five per cent. ad valoren,
should b ditiable at 271 per cent., and that the sano rate of duty
should apply ta stove rods, whiclh are now subject te duties of one
cent per pouind and twenty-five pur cent. ad valorcin ; that enory

wlheels, dultiable at twenty-five por cent., alould enter ait oxport
prices ; that sheut iroui and sheet steel, subject to a duty of fivo
ier cent., and rated ais ' No. 17 aind up," should lhe rated down to
'u. 14 ; that the duîty on stovo pa.tternsai, if they catnut be adiitted

free, he phiced at ri\ ceuts pier pounid ; that ordinairy tile used for
stive or grato purposes tjhoull bu ttiihject tua duty tif 27A lier cent.,
instead of thirty fivei lier cent., as at lresuit; that d'eaigins, for
whiclh ai feu of $5 is exacted, ainîd which only stand for fivu years,
should bo amide good for a period of fourteen years.

A nuaiber of the firamis present stated tl.at they were using largo
quantities of the iron turned out at the lamtttiltonaa works, and it
proved quite satisfactory.

Ir. COpp decliared he would be uiite willing for tho \iorican
manufacturers to enter the Canaadia n market if lie could gain ac-
cess to the market of the United States. The Amnerican duty on
stoves, how'ever, wa.s thirty-five pier cent. At the saime time ho
warned the Coniiissioners aîgaiIst lowering the duties iii this
country, iaad wcaîkening the Caniatlian manufacturers, unless there
was ai prospect of tbtaimng equally favorable teras for Canadian
stoves entering the United States markets.

MACHINI Tooi.3.
Messrs. Jont Bertramn & Sons, of the Catiada Tool Works, Dun.

tis, was represented by Mr. John liBertramn. Forierly, Mr.
Bertraim said, American machines, thouigh much l higiier in price,
were in deimand in Canada, but now his firi were turning out ma-
chinery which was thoroughly abreast of the tines. Th> regular
prices of the productions of the two cotuntries were ailmost the sane
iv, but the Aimierican manufacturers hadi an export price for tho
larpose of competition in foreign anmrkets. Mr. Bertrai said that
lately the firit were tryinig to work uap export trade. They had
iad several inquiries fron Japai antd they had sent aliost twenty
lier cent. of their catalogues to that country. They had ailso en-
tered intoai contract with a house in Chili. Hle thought thatit
might bo advisable for the Governient te send al agent to second
their elforts in the foreign markets. At the last revision of the
tariff the duty on machine tools were reduced from thirty per cent.
to 27A lier cent., thougli aie interest had asked for it. However,
he would like te lave the presemt duty maintained su that they
would not have to fight the Aimerican low export prices. Sir
Richard Cartwright told Mr. Bertram that he wçould be glad to
lcar that there was an opcninag for trade in his line ai> Japlan.

WItE, AND MANUFACTURES OF.
Messrs. S. O.'.reening, of the Grcening Vire Co., C. A. Birge,

of the Canada Screw Co., and F. Il. Whitton, of the Ontario Tack
Co., ail of Hamimlton, testified. Mr. Dirge said that theno were
seven or eight vire amanufacturers in Canada, and io change in the
present duty was desired, on the ground that it was alieady insufli-
cient. li view of the difliculty of meeting Ainericani conipetition,
le ientioned the fact that in Pittsburgh prices were practically the
saine oan ivIre as on wire rode, the raw niaterial froin which wire
was amade. No change in the duties on wood screwis and iron and
copper rivets was wanted, but the duties should be specific wher-
ever practicable. Hl comtplaiied, as otiier manufacturers had done,
of niiiiufacturers sending their sarj-.lus products into Canada at
parice.s very miich below those in the 'nited States domestic narket.
le intinated that he liad received 4. communîicaîtion froni a malnu-
facturer across the line containing a stateinent which should give
food for reflection. It was that thc-re were too many manufac-
turers in the United Statez, and they lad te secure foreiga markets
for their surplus. "We," said the writer, "mnaturally look to
Canada as the first market te conquer."

The witness underwent a long cross-examination from Mr. Field-
ing, as a result of his statement that thor was an association of
manuifacturers, and they had an agreement with the mermhants re-
garding prices. This was not for the benefit of the manufac-
turer, but was done at the request of the nerchants, in orderthat
prices should be fixed that would yield a nargin of profit te the
merchants. lie would send the Ministers a copy of the agreenent.
Thera was no combine but an association. Personally, lie cared
nothing for protection, and when prices were normal could hold lis
own. The duties were necessary when trade in the United States
was sa dcimoralized that the manufacturera there were prepared te
sell at prices fromn ten to fifteen, and even twenty-five per cent.
below the cost of production. This stato of affairs set in at the
tine of the Wilson bill, and was not ended yet. The Canadian
Association, which had been referred to, not onily fixed the prices
for the manufacturern, but the me ciants also. If a tmerchant puer-
sisted in cutting the prices, the association would go to pieces, and
they would have te get along as best they could. The merchant
was asked to sign an aigreemnent that ho would maiantain prices. If
he did not do se a penalty was enforced.

Mr. Fielding was on tho lookout for combines and ho scemed to
think ho had found one in the screw industry, but frot Mr. Birge'a


