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hearts when you have opened to us the
Scriptures within the Sanctuary, when you
bave couuselled and directed us in private,
in the great matters of our souls salvation, or
when you have eat by the couch af the dying
and unfolded to the drooping soul the hope
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. The termination of a connection of
this kind is always solemn and affecting, and
ealenlated to awaken many serious and sad
reflectiors. He who has long exercised the
charge of a people bscomes familiar with
their most intimate cares, and learns to be
partaker of all the deepest experiences and
fealings of their nature. We may be allowed
to state on the present occasion that the clos-
irg hour of your ministry among us, is an
hour that is {raught to us with sadness and
fear. We remember the faithful 1abour of
your life, the untiring zeal and devotior
which vou have manifested for the gocd of
our souls, during the period of eight years,
on® while bidding you farewell we pray God
that we may he enzbled to appropriate and
improve all the lessons of truth we have re-
ceived from vour lips, and all the high and
haly influences which have beamed upon us
from your life and conversation.

“T'hat the great Head of the Church may
prosper vour labors in the new field to which
in His providence He has called you, and
that the blessing of Almighty God may
rickly deseend on you, and your worthy part-
izer and family, is our earnest and affeetion-
ate vrayer.

We respectfully beg your acceptance, in
the accampirying purse of sovereigns, as a
small token of our regard.

‘In the name and bebalf of the congregation
we subseribe our respective namea.

WM. SUTHERLAND,

Wit McDonavp, |

ALex. McDonawp, junr, | i»
ALEX. McDoNaLD, senr., L Elders.
GEORGE SUTHERLAND,
1aviD SUTHERLAMD, )

REPLY.

Dear Friends :

Having giver separate verbal replies to
these kind addresses, I would now, as pro-
mised reply in a more permanent form. To
avoid repetition of words and ideas, and
aleo to avoid all seeming preferences, I eon-
weive it better to give a conjoint reply.

Having poblicly stated what led 1o the re-
w'gning of these large and important charges,
71 mav not be neceasary or productive of any
‘practical good to do so now, I weuld however
olsetve that ever since I could form any just
estimate of ministeriat responsibilities, 1 re-
garded it no ordinary matter to undertake
the pastorial charge of any people and espe-
cially of one embracing g0 many immortal
souls; and I conséquently have feit that no
trival reasous could justify the dissolutivh of
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the pastorial relationship. ‘There was more-
over very much in my connection with you
that served, in no common degree to deepen
these sentiments and feelings, and to render
it very difficuit to think of serving these con-
necting ties. ‘There was the strong astocia-
tions which bind te one’s native land—a land
possessing many pleasing and alluring attrao-
tiona ; there was the close ties of kindred,
which must weigh powerfully with every ten.
der and sacial heart ; there was the growing
and deepening interest in the trge and last-
ing welfare of the thousands to wham I had
administered sacred ordinances; and thers
was what is not less influential in drawing
forth the tenderest and purest affections of
the soul—the interchange of relhigious senti-
ment and christain fellowship with those who
were manifestly of Christs fold. Iwrite what
I bave deeply felt, when I assert that it was
one of the sorert experiences of my life to
the decisive conclusion, that there was suffi-
cient cause why these binding associatious as
regards personal enter change, should be dis.
lolved ; and having earnestly sought disine
sight and guidance in coming to a decision, I
at length became firm in the persuasion that
the course taken was justified and approved
by the Great King and Head of the Church—
and this persuasion alone served to induce
me to carry it sut,

And now that the pastorial tie which ex-
isted between us during more than one half
of my ministerial lahours, is dissolved, I feel
in some 1espect deeper interest end more
anxious concern for yon, And while in the
exercise of thenght many of my.most earnest
f2elings and strongest attractions of my soul
shall go forth towards you. I cannot but
often revert in solemn thought to the many,
whom in a bedof sickness and death I sought,
in God’s name, to counsel, admonish and
comfort, and to allto whom I speke the
words that are a savor of life or of death;—
and when it is duly considered that we must
all appear and respectively answer on the so-
lemn day of account, and receive an eternal
recompense, 1 cannot but feel that these les-
sons have not been urged with half the ear-
nestness and faithfulness, which the vast and
lasting importance of the subject demands.
May each of us learn to realise this more
deeply in the future, At the seme time one
of the most corsolatory thoughts that occu-
pies my mind, is that there is good reasons
to believe, that there are seals of my minis-
try among vou, aud that there are general
tokens that my labors among you have not
been in vain in the Lord. And my fervent
praver is, that every one to whom I admin-
istered the Holy Sacraments may adoru
the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour; tha:
every one under my care, and every one to
whom I sjroke the words of eternal life may
be washed in the blood that is sufficivat te
cleanse from all sin,—that we may yet be

made prepared, with one heart and one mind,



