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have continued up to the time when tho, injury was received,
and to be,' in a physical sense, constituent factors of the total
sum of incidents which made up the injury, the defendant
should in justice lie required to make good the dAmage done.
In other words the law should concern itself, flot with the
time at which an act is done, but with the question whether
that act is stili potentially operative for harm at the timne
when the injury itself was inflicted. For the purposes of
legal responsibilty, no act can lie regarded as dead so long as
the disturbance produced by it in rerum naturoe is palpable in
such an appreciable degree that it can lie regarded as a juri-
dical, as opposed to a merely nietaphysical, cause of the ulti-
mate resuit upon which the right of action is predicated.
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Grî,enweil v. T/we Low Beeckburn Coal Co., (1897) 2 Q. B. 16 5,
was an action against the lessees of a coal mine for damages
caused by subsidence. The plaintiffs owned certain buildings
situate over a coal r ewhich their predecessor had granted
to one Sharp, the derendants were Sharp's lessees of the mine.
The deed to S'arp provided that he might work the mines,
making reasonable compensation for ail damage occasioned to
the surface of the land or to the buildings thereon.. It was
contended by the defendants that thîs gave Sharp and his'
assigns the right of mining so as to let down the surface
subjeCt to their rnaking compensation, but Bruce, J., decided
that according to Davis v. Treliarite, 6 App. Cas. 460, the deed
gave the grantee no poNver to let down the surface, and it was
only injuries occasioned by the express powers given by the


