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11YEI n A. G. KNs'N

Aru~srIN THI~E* G.sIS>xRw (J>asser douties/jicis).-
As timie goes on and this introduced species comes more thortoughly
under the influence of our dry climate with its extremies of rtmtiierature,
the appe:irance oi occa.ion)ial individuals lacking the usual quantum of
colouring mauter in parts of the pluinage seems to growv more frequent.
lV-rom) colonies plantecl in B3oston andl Ncw York about thirty y'ears ago,
the sparr<>w moade its" first appe.irance in this northern latitude about
I S7 2. Until recent years a sp)arrov shiowing white markings (.:part
fruni the normal pittcrn of the species) was looked upon as a rarity
mîoi a1nmost every large lock about the streets and gardens, if closely
emarmncd, will ho (ound to contain at least one bird with here. or there
an odd white fe.ýther.

T1he,e mnarks are generallv irregular, but occasionally a dermnite
pattern is noticeable. l'Žwriter lins in his l)0s-sssiof a specimnen,
takcen in ?lay last, in which the secondary Nwing,-qudils are wholly white
and ihie -.ai] wvhite with a slight bar of grey at the tip. \,r. Fletcher
reports having seen one of somewhiat simniilar plumage a few days ago in
Ann Street. The following paterns have -ilso been observed

(i) A male %vith the usual black patch on the throat suTiuunded
with a horder of white, which also extended as a wvhite collar
around the ncck.

(2) One with white seco)nd.-rie..
(J) One wvith two parmllel white stripes between the shoulders.
(4) One with the whole crown white.
Any of the readers of the NATURAT.IST who may observe cases of

aibinis11u, or of the opposite peculiarity, melanis;n, an undue darkening
of the plumage, in sparrows would confer a favour by sending a short
note to cither of tic lendcrs of the Ornithological Section.

MIGRATION Nom m.s.-Tlie migration of birds iF to most persons
one of those mysterious niovemnents of nature whichi they are comipelled
to, believe in, but whose proccsses can hardly be expected to, he made
evident to the senses. Our fethIcred visitors disappear iii autunmn and
Treturn to sight in spring, but the number of persons, even among those


