
REPORT TO THE ROYAL~ SOCIETY OF CANAD)A.

(Read «t the Gth, G'eneral Meetiny, ilIay, 18871.)
It is again my privilege to, report to you thiat thie Ottawva Field-

Naturalists' Club, whiclîi have the hionor of' rcp)resenting., stili continues»

to fulfil satisfactorily the objeets of its organization, by the fostering

of a love for nature and the working up) and taking permianent, records

of ail facts; conriected -%vith the Natural ]History of the Ottzt-wa District;.

and tliis in suai a way as to induce al], and particil-arly tiiose niow

securing their education in oui' local institutions, to dir-ect sonie of their

attention to thesge nîost interesting and important pursuits. With the

latter object ini view special efforts 'vere mnade by the Cotincil of the

Club to arrange for the delivery during the jîast winter of Free

Elenientary Lectures in ail branches of Natural History, not only

before the mem-bers of thec Club, but also, wlienever oipportunitv oflèred,
in the Public Sùhools. It was a great encouragement to find liow

popular thiese lectures proved,_ and liow the attendance steadily

increased day by day, as thiey becanie botter knowvn.

Soine important chaniges wvere made in the wvorking of the Club at

thec beginning of the current yeai ; the most notable of thiese wvas the

publication etf a monthly magazine, instead, as herctofore, of' the yearly

volume' of Transactions. This magazine, TRE OTTAWA .NATURALIST
(copies of wliceb have been regularly sent to, vour honorable Society as

issued), contains the paliers and the reports of the leaders ini the
different sections, Nvihel '-vere read at the Sou Ces held during the past,

winter, and also accotunts of ail the excursions and sub-excursions hield

duiug the inontb) previous to its issue, as well as notices of ail niatters

of intem'est t>o the inembers for flhc comingzmoitbi.

The sub-excursions referred to above differ froiti the general

monthily excursions of the whiole Club, in beinig under the direction of
one or more of the leaders 'in thec section, and are ini rcality working
parties or classes, those present devoting their wvhole attention te their
own specialties under the guidance of teaclersvhose duty it is te shiow

the best mode of collecting, and studying, and who, during the present

year, will deliver short lectures iii the field upon the objeets collected

eacli atternoozi. This plan, as far as we are able to judgu froini the

present season, lias Ieen emiîently successful.


