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Mr. Cliairmnan, ladies and gentlenmen, iii opeing the present series
of soirees anti lectures pertailliin to te Ott.awat Field NatutiZdisýts' club,
I Cali onlly regret tîcît the ta.sl lias nlot fallenl on soinle ono0 of its ni-any
nienlbers, wvlio froin a largex' and mnore intinidte acquaintance with the
work and ails of the Soeiety, 'vould have beeîî inuteli bettet' littcd te
present its dlaiims anîd to advance thc suh*ject iii ail its bearings. As,
Iaowcver, accident or design li as phîced the responsibility on niy simoul-
dors 1 wvilI attempjt to Iay before yoti, briefly, a f(ev facts bearing Uipoa

tie Club's actiual Condition, and strive to indicate what, udrpoe
and wise guidance, anld witli a. due manifestation of' interest on the part
of its miemibers îvill conduce to the uindoubted successful. future to
which the Society slild do its ttnost to aspire.

Establishied iii 1878 by a, siI body of enthutsiastie amateurs in
the stuldy of the N~ ý-io11s branîches of Natiural Ilistory, this Society lias
growil stceadilx' iii pubit. fivor, tili 11011 w' are hiappy to p)oint to a
nienbersl of not 'air froin 250 persomîs. mogthiese we aie proud
to be able to nuniiiber msauy of )tir best anid mniost enterprising citizens,
both ladies and getee. \e include ii our list, 1 think. iiearly or
quite ail tliose wlîose tistes andl inclinationis hiave led thenli to ilesire a
more intimiate acqîîaintance îvith the wvonderfuil and beautifuil thinigs
of nature, cither tlîrough the agency of the regular excursions whlich
are lield ditring the siuîner inoîîtls, or tlîrou-l tlîe lecture Courses in
whiehi mantiy of the notes and fatots tlion obtained are presented ili
attractive foirnu, and in a minner ia nîany respects probably more
instructive. 0f our merembers, wvlile niany niay not lay dlaimi to the
title of scientists, iii the strict acceptation of the terri, it may Le said,
that, by some, at least, noucli excellent and lasting wvork ia the cause of
science lias been accompli,,hed, as can Le readily seen by reference to
the published volumes of the Club's Transactions; wvhule of many others
it may be safely asserted tlîat a large store of valuable notes and obser-


