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of Jordan aguinst the habitation of the strong. In
this passage too, there is obvious beanty and even:
sublimity of description ; but it is considerably more
obscure to us than the former. It would however
be perfectly familiarand intelligibleto those for whom
it was first written.  What we here know of a lien
15 chiefly by description, and by the exhibition of a
few of these monarchs of the four-footed race en-
caged in caravans, ‘These ave comparatively small
and teeble, and at the same time so tame through
confinement and the discipline of keepers, that they
shew s nothing of the true character of that unrival-
led animal, who walks in conscious superiority
through the forest, or bounds with resistless speed
and violence across the plain, and 8lls, by his tre-
mendous roaring, a whole neighbourhood with ter-.
ror. Theriver Jordan, too, is so dissimilar to our
rivers, as to increase the obseurity of the passage to
those who are not acquainted with the peculiarities
ofits course. When the snows of Lebanon and of
the neighbouring mountains began to melt, and
when the rainy season commenced, the mountain
torrents rushed into the vale below, and regularly
caused Jordan to overflow all its banks, and thus
inundated all the adjoining lowlands. ‘The lion
had his abode among the lofty reeds which grew on
the bank of this river; and when the descending
waters caused Jordan to sweil so asto invade his
resting-place, he was driven to madness by the in-
trusion of an enemny whom he could not resist, and
flew to revenge himself against the inhabitants of
the adjoining cities. How striking a li)icture of the
ra%e and violence of an invading army!

n the second verse of the fourteenth chapter of
Hosea, the prayer of repenting Israel is, « Take
axway all iniquity, and receive us gractuusly, sa wilt



