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speakir'g of Ôntario's now), and the
Legisiature w'as appealed to to take the
matter in hand by the temiperance
communit>'; and, as the resuit of its
session Iast îwinter, thotigh flot legally
bound, as it thouglit, to enforce a Do-
minion Act, provided a means by
which ail counties nmight more readily
enforce the Iaw.

Since then, the Act in mnany counties
has been more or Icss satisfactorily car-
ried out. In respect to the diffculties
of its enforcemient the Toronto Glob'e of
a recent date says :

IlProbably no law ever placed upon the
statute book uf Canada bis lbeuî >o weakened
andi haras-t-d initi op <erativin Ly technical
ubjiection" -.s the Seo-, Act. Es'er ,ince it
becamne law the mit petty, absurd and vexa-
tious îechnicaliî ies have been used to ctetroy
its effect. l'un ufien the >ynmpatlîy of the
judge hab seittu io 1 e îî'ith the %iolater instead
of the lau'. Iii the M'I:ritiiine Provinces it was
a commion C()iiition that iny liahry objection
wuulcl pre-vail n~iîîthe Act in the courts. It
motst flot becotue oin Ontario. The peuple
have declared for the Act, and it nîuçt be
observed. If îliev. nii-erabIe technicalities
are to continue in îrevai, it wîiI ,implly be-
corne the du:y of the ILegislature to confer
upon cotinty inagiý,trates e'xîr.%orinaýry powers,
and to make .uclh extraordir'ary regiations to
prevent the further etultarrasient of the Act
as will effcth il( ractical <ittl.iwry of the
science of tecbniralities i-, applied to tewyjer-
ance legislation or<Iered 101<) uperation by a
m.-Jority of t iwr ~l.

The Act when once passed cannot
be repealed within three y'ears. An
effort is to hc mad(e soon Ny the liquor
interests to reperd the law in several
colinties. 'l'ie only hope the), have is
in counities whiere it has beeri but in-
differently enforced ; and even in these,
1 believe. their victories, if any there
are, will Ne, ver'- few. No county has
ever ye t repealed it, though the effort
has been repe.atedly made. 'lh ree cities
have passed the Act.

With resp)ect to %i hether prohibition
prohiihit,, (-r %vliether the Scott Act is
having tht, lsie effect, 1 quote from
Mayor Howland, of Toronto. at the
recent meeting there of the Alliance, of
which hie %vas president "They say
there is more liquor drunk under the

Scott Act thin withotit it. I will give
you a few figures. The consunliption
of becr, winu and spi;its in Canada is
34 ga1lot%,;per head per annum---the
smnallest of any i-otntry iii the worid.
Thtc people of British Colunmbia con-
sumed 734 ga!lons ---miiore thant twice
the average for the whiole of Canada,
because they were a rum-ridden com-
munit>'. In Ontario the average was
43,4 gallons, In Quec, mhich was
Iargely under îxîrish prohibition, it was
3,14 9-1llo.s. In Manitobi, and the
NorthNcst it Nvas 2y4---the Nortlnvest
being sul)ject to a prohiibitory lawv. In
New Brunsmick, where to out of r8
counties had adopted the Scott Act, it
waîs t,•gallons. In Nova Scotia,
stili more larg-el>' under the Scott Act,
it was t!4 gallons ; and in Prince Ed-
wvard Island, wholly uinder the Scott
Act, it was a little over 3,' of a gallon."
He further gae another set of figures
show îng the cuid -ionis for drunken-
ness before and after in the various
counties %vhich hiad adopted the Scott
Act, showing that a n average of i5o
per cent, more convictions were miade
before than after, w hile düring the samne
period the numbffer of convictions in
non-Scott Act courties hiad increased.

'lihe position of Parliament on the
temiperance question was clearly' de-
fined at its last session. T1wo motions
introduced by the liquoir interests-
one for the repeal of the Scott Act and
one for its mutilation by the pe -mission
of the sale of wine and beer-were
voted down Ny good majorities, show-
ing that the liouise of Communs ivas
sound on the Scott At. Bt a resolu-
tion ntroducLol bx' the Alliance in
favor of imnmu(iateut pohîL ution %vas lost
by a Vote Of 1 2 tu 70. It is a signifi-
cant fact though tilat 70 miembers of
the House of 0Conutîîoib "Weîe pepared
for imumedliate prohibition. %Vith the
saine advance in teivnpcrance work dur-
ing the next dccade ht hab b Ne niade
in 'the past and proiition wvilI Ne the
lau%' of the land in m:mny of our prov-
inces. God grant that it rnay.
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