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chievous systeiii of partial gradiicg in maiiy villagre schools
demiands, before ail, tha-t the teachier shial be botter than
ordinary. Thie mere routine teaclier wvi1l iiot serve the purpose.
Nor have wve aniy use for the apprentice teacher or tdie hialf-
cultured teacher of any kind. I hiope that grood teachers miay
lie found whio wvi1i brave public prejudice and miake experiments
alongt this Elle.

-Dr. Harris's article seemns to us, says the editor of the
Wrisconsîin Journail of Edlitecdoit suggestive of important
matters, yet we cannot agrc with hiis conclusions. Thiere is
so strong a reaction froiin tle mnechanical i- iaagcmiçenet of grraded
sohools as to lead to the expression by an educator of Soule
proinience of the opinion that it is a grreat misfortune for a
youug person to go to a graded sehool. Dr. Harris calîs such
sehools "«stiflers of talent," and the çxtreme reaction is due to.
the observation of this resuit. But this is clearly a resuit of
bad managemient, aitiiîngc at case of adiniistration radier tlîan
at the best good of the pupils. Tliese pestileîntial martinet
managers, wvho rejoice in the iaclinie-like perfection of their
isystem," arc beingr wveded out of school. work, not so fast as

we could desire, but stili with certainty, we believe. This cvii
is a natural. but niot a neccssary result of grading. Whiere the
criticisin of the Comîniiissioner seîns to us at fauit is in assumii-

Ü that grading iniplies the martinet administration. If for
somne defect discovcred at the time for passiiug from one fori
to aniothier, a pupil is to be hield back for three years, thie
systein is indeed too mionstrous for any one to dcfcnd. It is
Vhs vcry fact which wvill prevent the abuse fromn appcaring as
it lias donce in the sehools of inany sinall cities. But without
this, it is suggcsted, to talk of the grading systein is a misnomner.
Wc are noV disposed to inake anl issue of the use of the terni,
and if soine other wcre available we sbould be gylad to hiave it
uscd to designate the new mnovemient, with reference to the
rural sehools. It is îlot just likze the grading systcmn of our
cities, but rather an effort to adapt that systemi Vo vcry differeiit
conditions. This, as wve undcrstand it, is ail that is mneant by
the use of thc terni. The rural schools wcre without a deter-
ininate course of study; this moveinent grives thcm one. The
instruction in thein wvas not progressive and systcmatic, but
hiap-hazard and full of useiess repetitions; a plan mvas devised
for renicdying thisi. To aid in carryingr ou t the plan points of
transition were establisied, whierc teacher and pupil. Valze
account of stock, and endeavour to deterinine exactly the
present, status of thc learnier with referenice to the wvhole course.
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