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Many ni the reports presented nt the
Gencral Assembly are eacouragiug and te-
assuring. Tht finances, considering the
general depression throughout the cauntry,
are la a bealtby condition although a lament-
able cry ls set up owing ta a shartage la tht
Foreign Mission Fund.

One depiorable statement cames out la
the report on statistics, where itlis declared
eiRbt hundred and two less unltcd with the
Church on profession ai falth ln t896 iban ln
1895. lloçw can this be accaunttd for?
Elundreds ai Presbyterians, doubtless, enter-
ed the country durlog the year ; we presumne
tht ministry vias equally faithint and knw
that Gad would not stint us ai His grace, if
we were doing aur duty.

Have aur mehads anyîbing ta do with
tht diininutian in numbers ? Let us exim-
ine anc of tbese only, viz, tht system ai giv-
iag for tht extension ai Ohrist's kingdom,
aad wbat do vie find ? We find a systeni
wbicb, wbist it bas gant uncballcnged by
the Church, and bas not, as ycî, brought aay
ai aur aumber belore tht civil courts, bas,
lievertheless, ateatimes caused us ta bang
outrbeads witb shame and frankly admit ht
ta bc mcrceaary ta tht bilt, and uaworthy
the great Church in whose defeace aur an-
cestry drained their hlood. That this system
bas somne redeeming features is truc, but
that lt embodies worldly, sînful methads
cannat bc denied.
Christian liberality is giviog without receiving-
Tihe liberality a1sialais giving and fectiving.

Therefore, tht latter is not Christian
liberality. If this sylogism ho truc, and it
seems 50 te the writer, lncreaslng church
fonds hy socials and other eaîertainments,

is coatrary ta God's Word and cansequent-
ly nuay be charged witb kceping back lis
blesslng. In a word, we substittite a buman
for tht Divine method ia tht ont case, and
is it ta be wondered that sinners take ad-
vantage aifvibat vie 50 nractlcally îeacb and
substitute ln the other ?

Tht Churcb says the world's raethod
may bc substitutcd for Christian iiberality ;
the worid says, and with equal cansisteacy
and plausihiliiy, a moral it may be substi-
tuted for iaith la Christ and Christian can-
secratian. Ta deny the ont and accept the
other is Inconsistent. This tht Cburch is
and bas been doing, and few, for fcar ai
shrinkage in thet roasury or sanie other
reasan, have raised their voice agalnst it.
Let as rernember ibai tht Presbyttrian
Oburch la Canada bas tnat been command-
cd ta evargelise the vihole world, but she bas
becai commandefi to do ber part la a way
that vii barmonize iitb the Revelation
wich God bas leit us. How scidoni do we
hear a mninister ai the Gospel asking Gad's
blessiag (rom tht pulpit on a money-making
social. 10ow seldorn even Is His blessiag
asked upan it, as the apening item ai the
programme 1

The cangregatian trembles lest tht even-
ing should bc wtt or the attendance smal,
and lime and money lost, bat, if it Is a suc-
ctss, the amaunt secured is aaaaunced by a
flurry ai triampts and tht crovid disperses,
pleased that God's wark does nat cail for
very rauch self-dental after ail, Ithe malter
can aniy ho shouidered an thteiiitng hall
dozera, and bc wldeiy advcrtlsed amangst
the niffrail of thetolav. Again tbey sec la
il an advantagc la this way :Tht wvomen
caa do the wark wilst it leaves the men
with a frcet and Ia look ta the larder. Do
fiat think ibis a far Ietchcd and tmaginary
picture. Nat long aga la a Canadian tawn,
with a papulation ai nearly a tbousand, a
minister (ram a neigbboring place presided
at the congregationai meeting. At this
meeting tht malt tiement, members i ai tht
church, forsonaîb, vire htnt upon electing a
board ai management, compased wholly ai
ladies, as the work would mastlv devoive
upon theni at any rae. They vert dîssuad-

cd [roma taking this course, but tho Impres.
sian was fixed lndelibiyuipon the chaîiman,
that moncymaking soclals wvere responsible,
lu pirt, at Icast, torthis state ofa als.

Maney soclais, kIt s claimed by some,
have theit advautages. They bting the dit-
ferent denaminations together, so that the
syrnpathetlc chain is tbrlce foided about
theni, and tbey become unIted lu spirit,
althougb, as it bas been amuslngly put, they
may throw dirt*and pommdl ane anotber la
body. This is indeed the fruit that rnay bc
expected (rom the modern money social.

Wbat would aur friendsbip mnian If,
afier invilg some witb whom we desired ta
bc on gond relations, we chargcd cwo bits for
thcir entertainment ? Cannot tbis question
be as apprnprlately asked af the difierent dc-
nominations ? Who wauld drcamain laI-
creasing Individuali riendsblps lu this way?
Then, If unworkabie witb individuals, why
canclude it thc best schcme with the differ-
ent religiaus bodies ? The tact of the niater
is, friendship, if there can bc any produccd
in that way, ls.,ca.-cely discaverabie, and this
mcthod shauid give way ta the free social,
which, Ih cannot bc doubted, would briag
about a beaithier state ai affairs. This Is a
live question and shouid flot be avcrlooked.
Lct there bie ligbt, and that, If possible, fromn
the lcading men nf aur Church, sa that, bath
East and West, there may bc no uoccrtainty
as ta the praper caurse for Christians ta
pursue.

"CAUL YLEPSE."

11V REV. WV. G. JORDAN, B.A.

This word is uscd by Emersan la describ-
iog a Mr. E. P. Clark, a cashier la a baak,
wbasc services may perhaps bc securcd for
the purpose ai unravelliio and vcrifying the
honlsellers'accounts: "lA Catlylese af that
iaîcnsity," etc. Naw, tbe ward seems ta be
used in reicrence ta Carlyie's iterary style,
witniess the following statement of Mr. J.
Morley : IlIt Is quitc truc tbat a man whn
writes ia dialcct as Carlyle dld is beaviiy
handicapped. Tht ciassic writers arc tbasc
who have wittcn Engiish,and not Carlylese,
and 1 amrnencoaithose for vbom, la spite ai
the attractions and nuerits af Carlyic's lan-
guage, the Engllsh language Is gond
enougb." This criticlsm with Its finality of
tone bas pravoked replies which reflect
strongly an Mr. Morley's ariginaiity and ia-
divduality. IlHis gaod work," we are told,
"smells af the lamp,and tbis addrcss is good
on the whaie, tbaugh n very vivid imagina-
tion is necessary ta conceive wbat Carlyle
himseif would bave said about lt." We do
flot wisb ta concern aurselves at preseat
with Mr. Marley. His remarks serve ta la-
troduce at.r subject, aad wth the comment
that such wards as "diaiect " and "lCar-
lylese " are question-begging epîthets, we
leave him.

This question ai style ls an important
anc ta those af us wba bave a message ta
deilver and wish ta express it clcarly and
forcibly. The aid saying that IlThe style
is the rana" Is perhaps far truer thau we
thiak. For ôven when the style dots flot
niake known the iman, It reveals thetfact that
he bas flot learned fully ta express himseif,
ar is content ta lie buried hehind barrowcd
forms ai expression. One cantemporary
critic bas dcclarcd that, Noçvadays wc
are ail styists," the Ilwe" therc refers ai
course ta the Illiterary mea;" and there Is
mucb truth ia tbat statement also; for there
are many wba bave nothlng ta say wba are
striving ta say it clegaatiy. 'Your proies-
sianai styiist Is apt ta become a bore, deai-
ing la pretty flathings. la literature as
elscwhcre, when dress Is the supreme thing,
and the truth which should smnite like a
sharp sword Is wrapped la eadiess colis af
finery, then Il ail Is vanity and vexation ai
spirit." One great requisite ai any style Is
that it should iairiy express the man and
pravide an appropriate form for bismnessage.
Cariyle's style was ««a literary phenome-
non," ta use a somnewhat slangy expression;
perple did flot know whaîta make afifi, but
they were campelied ta confess that there

walsBorne reality and mlghty passion be-
hiad it.

In the Quarterly Review ai 184a there is
a discussion ai his vlews fromthe*orthadox
staadpolnî and aiso a criticismn of bis style,
writtea on the whole la a kiadly sprIt. (By
Seweil, a 111gb Churchrnan, ai whose
'lPuseyism "I Carlyle speaks with bitter
ridicule : sec Lite by 1. A. Fraude.) This
writer describes Cariyle's style by a que-
tation from bis description af Mira-
beau : "HoR bas the Indisputablist Ideas ;
but then bis style i lu vcry trutbh i s
tht strangest ai styles, thnugb anc ai the
richtst ; a style full of originaiity pic-
turesqueness and sunay vgaur; but aIl cascd
and siated aver tbreefold la metaphar and
trope :distracted loto tartuosities, disloca-
tions; starting out lato crotchets, camp-
turas, quaiatnesses, biddea satire, whicb the
French herd bad no car for. Strong meat
tao toî'gb for babes." This is certaiaiy a
fair description ai much af Carlyle's Wrltiag,
but it Is suggestive that the reviewer bad ta
go ta Carlyle for It. Aiter speaking bighly
ai tht style ai the carlier writings, the Il dis.
tartinas and extravagances" IIo the later
works are accaunted for: (r) By a suppased
desire ta pander ta the depraved taBles af
magazine readers, and (2) by the influence
ai "lan Intemperate and Indiscriminate foàd-
mess for German literature." The first rea-
son rcad now la tht full iigbt ai the ample
records wbicb we passess is tao ridiculous
ta need reply ; whiie the second is put lnaa
very sbaliow fashian and sa Is ai littie use ta
us. We cannot foiiow thîs gentleman inta
bis disucssioa ai the Germans ; like much
cisc la this cssay it is quite nut ai date.
Forty years later, wben thetIlReminis-
cences " camne ta be deait with ln the same
periodical, the question af style Is brlefly
dtaiî witb as foiiows:- "lis style bas fouud
n imitatr-except an occasional anc in Mr.,
Ruskin, wha bas or had an excellent style
of bis owa-and it is no more likely ta bc
reprodued than the very pecullar class af
intellect that created it, and indeed nceded
it, as tht fitting instrument, tht eccentric
expanent oi ecceatrlcity. Tht style Is em-
phatically tht man."

Thase wba bave the sincerese friendship
for and bighest nopreciation ai Carlyle fiad
the style a sttumbling-block. Speakiag of
Sartor, Emerson says : IlAnd yet dld ever
wlse aad pbilanthrophic author use sa defyiag
a diction? As if society were net sufficieatIy
shy ai truth witbout providing it hefore-
band with an abjection ta tht iorm." And
Carlyle Ilwil aot dtfend such attitude," but
calis it "Iquestionable, tentative, and only the
best that 1, la these nuad times cauld con-
veniently bit upon.' On tht same sub;ect a
careful criticisni is addressed ta Carlyle by
John Sterling, so that if tht Sage sinned
again la tbat way bc did h natota ignorance
but la tht fulest ligbt. "lTht abjections ta
pbrascology and style have gond grouad ta
stand an. Maay af tbem are considerations
ta which 1 mysei was -mot lind, wblch
there were unlucklly na means ai doing
mare than nodding ta as ane passed."
"lThe pnor people seemn ta thlak a style can
he put oft,or put an, mot like a skia, but like a
coat. Is flot a skia veriiy a product and
close klasfcilow ni ail that lies under it,
exact type ai tht nature ai tht beast, not ta
be pluckcd off without fiaylag* and dcath?
The Public Is an aid wamaau. Let ber
maunder and mnumbie."J

There is stili another vlew ai the subject
whicb is, that ia arder ta have a style like
Carlyle yau need mtceiy take a f ew wards
such as I"silence," I" cternity," Ilenîity,"'
etc., put thetn la tht plural and begia themn
with a capital letter, when la. you are a
great writer, miçter ai a new and
strange eloquence. Ains 1 that tbeary like
sanie aliers is candcmned by its simpliclîy.
Na 1 evea here tht style Is the nman, the
style is strange because the man Is strange,
flot ta bc mcasured hy small raies ofrÎhetoric.
A greater than Carlyle, even Shakspere,
brake away fram tht ruies and traditions ai
bis art, bis migbty genius could moat be im-
prisaaed by artificialIl uaities," and he nas

regarded by pednts as a strange monster
Balzac bas a gaod saying ta tht cilect Ibal a
man ta he original must «' rend tnoîhinZ or
read everythiag." la many directins Car.
lyle was an omnivorous reader. lie bas a
tremendaus vocabulary, uses vtsy freîy the
rigbt ai caining near phrases, at limes lit
bids defiance ta ail grammatical or rhetorIcal
rutes and fliags bis startling expressions
about la a bewlldcring fashion. There are
limes wheanaly a strange laoking or
sîmange sauading wnrd will satisiy lis feeling.
This kind ni writing was naturaily sîarîliug
ta thoso wha had been accustamed ta a duit
bunidruni style or ta those wha tank as their
madel perfectiy balanced sentences afier the
manner oi Ciccro or Jahnson. That Carly,
could write forcible and beautîfual £oRilsh
with comparativeiy littît eccentrlcity iluil ih
praved by the Lives ai Schiler and Sterling
maay af tht cssays, et.-. Sartor Resartus cou.
iessedly represcaîs ri chaotic condition of
mind, the saut struggliag with thetitttall.
lng nay, and ls fia roubt lnfluenced by that
Wcrtbensoa whicb was ane ai Goetbe's cOnu.
off clathes. "Tht French Revalution,"
caninet b discusscd here, as history, but
thase wbo have studied that terrible tin-.-
and naîed its mixture ai wll elemnents
traglc and grotesque, must leed that tbere is
an appropriateness la Carlyle's pictures 1painted witt bold strokes, manifesting the
grîni humour and passionate pity and scora
wbich such scenes stirred lnabis sont. Onathe
whole we canclude, then, that Carlyie's style
is worthy ai study, and Is fot ta he dismissed
wvth caatempt as I'Carlylese ;" what thetre.
suit nf that study may be will depend upon
the sttudeat's tastes and ideais. It may be
that thîs writer, whose teaching is flot xsow
the suhject af criticism, manifests in bis style
snmething ai morbld egotlsm and ai wiiful
eccentricity, but there is aiong with thts the
genlus that caa toi terribly and is cousclous
ai its strengtb, and la the subject now belore
us.there is tht lesson tbat vit nted each onta
flexible style which shahl enable us to express
witb directaess and farce the thnugbt that.
is in us.

Stratbroy.

'I'EN YSN'SREIIO£v

B3V 'V. HOUSTON, ?'.A.

What Tennysoa's precise religious atti-
tude aadstate wcre itis flot easy tagather
fram bispubiishcd works. Ht wroe hut
la prose, aad wben he wrote la Poetry he
had a pae's right ta put sentiments and
opinions la tht mouths ai tht charactersbe
created, wbich be mlght have properli
enaugh repudiat ed il be bad been chaigtd
witb holding thent hitnseif. Aay light,
therefore, wbicb can be shed by others où
this side ai the great Lauroatt's nature musI
always bc welcome ta those who, tbrougb
acquaintance wltb bis wrltiags, bave corne
in sanie sense ta know the man.

A. ferv months ago a near relative gavre
some glimpses ai Tennyson's religions state
ia a magazine article ; quite recently a more
important revelation bas been made by an
Intimate personai irlend, Mr. Wilfrid W'ard.
This ls contained la an iateresting article ln
tht Ne-w Review for july last, in whicb Is
given a sumnmary ai conversations with tihe
paet an questions nf PhilosophY and religion.
As bc dreuv near tht end ai bis long lite
tbese subjeots nccupied an increasinig P10ý
portion ni bis time and tbougbt, andi wben
he recavered front a serious, almost a fatal
iiiness, la bl% tigbtitth year, tz -raic (tem
under tht very shadaw ai dcath that most
beautiful af uninspired religions iYrics:

Sunset and eveningR star,
And aneccar cali for me!1

And May there bc no moaning ai thc bar,
Wbcn I put out ta sea.

But sucb a tide ns movinc! seems asiecp,
Ton fulîl for sound and foarn,

When that which drew (ram out the boundlcss
deep

Tumas agnin home.

Twilight and evening bell.
And atter that the datk i

Anai May there bc nsadncss oifta reweil,
When I crabalk;1

520


