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Ont Contributoms
PRINCIPAL GRANT OPENS A MINE.

DY KNOXONIAN.

Principal Grant rcturned ta Kingston the ather day front
bis fiftb tour across the continent and was interviewed as a
matter ofcurse. The geniai Principal is greatly pleased witb
the progtess af the country and greatly disgusted and indig-
nant at the treatmenh recetitly received by Mr. Duncan, the mis-
sianary on thc Pacific coast. The Principal thinks that Mr.
Duncan has been badly used, especially by the Phaisees and
Sadduceesoaithat region. No one knows better than Principal
Grant that carneat, active, manly workers ini the Church always
do suifer more fram the Pbaribees than from any ather dlass.
But that is not the mine we wish tu work to-day, though it is
nlot a bail ont. Referring ta statements made against Mr. Don-
cari Principal Grant csks sone most suggestive questions :

He is certain ta flght azainst pawerful forces, anid If you throw
atom at doga they will bark and, if they dire bite. How could be
be popular witb whiskcy attitra who were not aliowed fno bit pros-
perous settlement, or witb their frends? How could hie b. popular
with ruffians, whose aim vas ta debauch Indian girls, ta wboin Lord
Dluferin paid so bigh a compliment? Would even tradrs be fond of

him, wbo useàl ta maIre cent percent out af tht Indians, and who saw
ther trading with Victoria ta tht extent of Sxoomoo a year ? flow
"as ta set &tories afloat and bow muay ready ta lndustrlously circulâte

tt.
Is there any man under heaven other than a minister or a

missionary who is expectedl to be popular witb bis entruies ?
If is an outrage on cammon sense anid decency ta coudemu
a missionary becaust lie is not beloved by wiskey sellers and
debauchees. What kind ai a missionary would bie b. if peo-
ple of that kind loved hirn ? Cari a man fight ruffians and b.
popular witb theru at the sane time ? If be can be is a slima
fighttr. Tht harder tht blows hte gives tht Dtvil tht more
wil the Devil and his emnissaries hate bun.

In tht case of aniissionary ail this ought ta b. self.evideut
but it is not sa evident in the case ai a ninisttr. Is it fnt a
notoriaus fact that a large proportion-af tht ministers wbo are
turntd out of their pulpits are turned out niainly hecause tbey
are not popular with their entemits. Preshyterits rnay glass
tht mater aver and canting aid Pharsees mayutr unctuous
platitudes about tht " dear brother,» but tht plain bard facts
of the case aten are that tht minister bas ta go becmizse hie
wus not popular with bis cnrniîts. Ht vas put an trial bc-
fore bis enemies and af course thty decided against bi.

Mr. R. J. Burdette, ai the Brooklyn Eale is not Prin-
cipal ai any Coliege, but he is a local preacher and ont of the
sbrewdest men in Auneica. Tht saine mail that brought us
the interview with Principal Grant brougbt the falloving ex-
tract from Mr. Burdette in which be expresses in a striking way
tht injustice which Principal Grant denounces so vigorously-
tht absurd and cruel injustice ai going to opponients, rivais, or
enemies for unbiassed information. Tht case in point is that
of a returned Unitarian missionary wbo got some celiable in-
formation fram the lapanese about Christian couverts. Mr.
Burdette says:

The returned Unitadan nusionaaq, who bus been Ciping ai -c-
count cihia labours i japan. says that whtn hc askel the iigby in-.
telligent japmnest about the couverts madle hy other missionsi s. tht
reply 4- was a meaning smle." It fa a gond thing for tht Cbnui
wold that there is one intelliRent missianary in Tapan. That b.e i
intelligent, een ta rashness, is ahown by tht fact that wben lie va-its
ta knov the standing and character of Ch.-tian couverts he gars ta
the heatben for et'idence. Tbat'a ight. If yon vint ta knav about
Chrltianity askt a heathen or an infidel ; go ta a Deniocrat for infor-
mation regarding tht excellence of the Republician patlorm ; alvays
talce the word af a saloon.keeper in regard ta tht meri;s of prohibition;
go ta an anaichiat for correct ideas af goverumnent; .f g7S isb ia be
houestiy and correctly informed upon tht metits ai civil service reforun
go ta the oldest and vonit spailman that eez bung on ta office tbrough
Jour administraions; helieve everything a Preabyterian tells yon about
the Pope, taIre the word of a lapanese heathen about Tapimese
Chriazian evy time; and# as a mate ai course, adoptirg bis own
Mie af evidence, thte Unitarian niissionau vil] not kicik if tht Mfeth.
odistst go ta the Baptiats for correct opini on oceraing bis work.
Notbing like gaing right ta the unbasd pare fomntinbead for clea.r
'aies.

Tht principle tha: underlies the gond points madle ini the
foregoing extracts may be applied-usefuly applied-in a
hundred directions in Canada.

If you vaut thoroughly trustwortby information about
Jtsuitism aie somebody who knows notbing about tht subjtct
but wba bas been industrious1y denouncing the Jesuits for tht
latsix months. If you witunbiassed information about the
Roman Catbolic Cburcb always ask a rtd bot Orangenmn, and
if you vint taget trustworthy facts about Orangism alvays
ask a Roman Catholic priest Tht best min ta giv. correct
information about tht merits ai the Scott Act is a liquor seller
vho bas just been put in gaol for violating its provisions. He
will always be canspîcuously fair. AIw.zys go to a Tory for
utbiassedl information abaut Radicais and ta Radicals for hon-
est information about Tories. To get a tair account cf wbat
is dose in Ctbolic couvents be sure ta asic that American div-
ine wbo figured ina Toronto a fev moutbs ago and vho told an
Engiish audience tht other wetlc that " the Virgin Mar vas
not rach of a virgin after aI For an unbimssed and cosispi.
coously fir a=cunt ai wbat tht Bible teachts about tbt use of
liquor it iight be well ta consuit tht temrperance mani vbo de-
dlaeed that if out Saviaur made wineat Cana he did that wbicb
vas morally wrong.1

There need be no difflclty in getting correct information
about anytbing or anybody. lif yavnt to Inow about any
minmess character or work alwa is ak sme one wbo dis-
likes hitn. Thoersonl dislike wili give a. tige ta the min-
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f ster's semions, te bis spachos, ta bis communion addxes!eiS,
ta everything hosays artdo.. By gtttiag opinions coloàred
by persoal disflikt, or een' bate, yau ill fcitrie v.a
tboroughly ttustvorthy information. If yen vant gonnini truth
about a session asic somnebody wbo bas badl a quarrel with it,
a tman susptuded for drrukennoss might do very veIli If you
aant correct information about the finances ai a congregatiata
always apply ta a mani that tht treasurer bas hotu conirlled
ta asic about six tumes for arreams Tht ight person ta go ta
for inforrmation about a Sabbath achool is a boy that the Sup-
etintendent bas just expelled.

If you want ta know exactly what knd ai a persan a young
lady is, always be sure ta ask somte iellow who bas tried ta
gel ber and couidnIt

If you vaut unbiassed, trustwortby, rtligioaslv fair informa-
tion about Queen's University don't (ailta asIr a Tarante Un-
iversity man wbo tbînks there is really only ane university in
Ontario.

Clergymen are perbaps tht only niembers ai society who
habitually judge mien by wbat their rivaIs, or apponents, or
enemits say ofi bu. Usually about the first drive a lawyer
maires at a vitness in cross-examianation is an atlempt ta show
that bieand the man he is swearing against bave not been on
good tems. If bie mares that clear, the witness s -morethan
hall discredited at the start.

A good ruie is nover ta pay the slightest attention ta evil
things that a tman says ai any ane be dislikes. Tht opinions
that niast men give and tht stories tbey tell about their en-
emieý are beneatb the notice ai a gentleman, flot ta speak ofia
Christian.

ZNE GNOS71C RERESV.-I-TS RISE, PROGRESS
AND EFFECTS.

FROM THE POST}IUMOUS PAPERS OF THE LATE PIE. T.
HENNING.

Sucb vere the general tenets cf tht Gnostic sects, emana-
ting from one geatral principle. But the details of their cos-
mogony, their pbilosopby and their religion, vere fnfinitely
modified by local circumnstances, by tht more or less fanciful
genius ai their founders and by 'tht strange infusion cf tht
différent elements of Platoism, Cabbalism, or tbat whicb in
its strict sense, mav be calied Orientalism ; for as tht learned
Dr. Burton rtmarks Guosticism was by no means a new and
a distinct phâilosophy, but vas muade up ai selectiaus (ram
aimait every systeni. We find in it the Platonic doctrine cf
idean d the notion that everytbing in this laver world bas a
celestial and immaterial archetype. We find in it evident
traces ai that mystical mand Cabbalistic jargon which, mter
their retura iri Babylon, deformed tht religion of tht Jtvs:
and many Gnost7rcs adopted tht Oriental notion of two inde-
pent co-eternal principies the one, tht author cf goad, tht
other, of eviL Lastly we find the Gnastic tbec!po"y faloa
ideas muid ternis wbich must bave been taken fromn tht: Gospel;
and Jesus Christ, under some form, or other, of acon, emana
tion or incorporeai phantoni, enters into ail their systems and
trom tht Gospel oi Christ tbey seexi ta have obtamued that
knowitdge wbich in their conception rised theru above ail
other mortals and entitled tbemn to their peculiar name

111. THE SOURCES 0F ONOSTICISt4.
Having thus briefiy sketcbed tht great leading doctrines

commnon ta ail tht Gnostic sects, and having remrked gener-
afly that these doctrines wert neititer new nor original we
would proceed ta make some observations on tht sources
front whicb Guosticisin is supposedl to flow. On this point a
différence ai opinion prevails. Sanie veitees bave dedaced it
tram tht Eastern notion ai a gooad dvii principle: sanie,
from tht Jevish Cabbala, and others, tram the doctrine ofithe
later Planists. Dr. Burton, who devoted ytarsof study ta
this subject and vho bas given us tht resaIt ai bis researches,
ina bis Banipton lectures, considers that tbose have taken the
most natural and probably tht truest course, vho have con-
dluded that ail these opinions contributtd ta build ap tht mon-
strous systeru, kuovu by tht naine ai Gnosticism. As ve
agree vith the ltarntd professor, in niost oi vbat lie bas ad.
vanced upon this point, vo vould britfiy allude ta the"e thete
sources ina order, vi.: i. The Oriental doctrines ai tht Magi
of Babylon, or tht Dualistic system; 2. af tht Cabbala ai tht
Jewisb doctors and lastly, tht philosopby ai Plato-that papa.
Jar phiiesopby whicb ended in meegiug tht pbiiosophy ai
Greece in the mysticism of tht East-painting out at thre
sainetintie sncb of, the Gnostic tenets as vC may deeni trace-
ablc ta eacb source.

1. Tht Eastern doctrine of a çCood and evii principle. ht
seens certain thax tht Persian religion recogni2ed tva beings
or ptinciples, whicb, in sat way or other, txercised ad~ influ.
ence oves the worid and its inhabitants. To oe eof these
tbey g4ve the naine ai Ormuzd, vbom they invesW d ith the
attributes of ligbt and beneficence. Tht ather thiey called
Abremen or Arinianand idemtified bini vith tht notions ai
darkmri anmd malignity. Ther. is evidence, indeed, that a
diffmaece of opinion existed betveen tht Magi upon tbis
snbjtct'sonie of tbem enbracid wbat bas been.called the
Dualistic systeur, or the ption that both principles vert un-
created and, etenail; vhile others continued ta maintain the
ancient-doctniw, ether that ont principle was eteriial a"d the
othor cieated, or that bath peaceedd (rOi ont scpremé self.
exising sour=e This f ud.aental difeèrenc of' opinion,
tagethervitfb tht idolatry Which vas Mf aitining gZ.und.

sasas a bveledto tht refoïmation .ifected by Zôroaiter in
the reiga of Darius Hystaspe s.

[OciTosea pIb, iS8g.

Fr= t is Eastern doctrine was probAbly derlved tait con.
stant hosdility vblcb existed inun(ustkclsm, beiveen the sup.
jreme <iod and the cmetive aton or Deiu rge, alded, perbaps
by wbat the Seriptures say af Satan tht great adversari of
ian. Tho.. of the Gnostics who cmhraced tht doctrine of
two principles, sald that tht vorld vas created by tht evil
ont.

2. The mystical philosophy ai thteIecvs calied tht Cabbala..
ht vas ever a prevaiiing sis of tht Jews t a lu into idolatry..
la consequence af this their clty vas dtstroyod and îhey
themmelves banisbed ta wep by tht streams cf a foreigri land,
whore they came in contact vith a nov system af superstition.
When reltaséd tram captivity, the jevs who returned ta their
native country would deubtîess bring with thoin the rites and
cestoins of tht people amongst wbom. they bail dweit
Bouides, the mixed races avho, in the mean lime, badl settiei
iau Samarla, had already jointd a variety ai idolatrous niotions
and rites witb tht vorship of tht God of the Jews;
and Josephus shows that a constant communication vas kept
up bteten tht e ava and those Erastern nations, among whou
the religion ai the Magi had lately been rtformed by Zoroas.
te. The Cabbata contains niany doctrines coacernlag the
Renealogy af angels and ocher mystical points, vhich couli
aly originate irai an Eastern source Tht secondary or
allegorical iinterpretation ai Sceipture vîth which thet Cabbala
abouurds, begau n arn ater the returntam the captivity.

Tht resemblance of these ta tht principles cf the Guos.
tics is evident. Tht Cabbaliststaught that God being a spirit
vbo pervaded all space, tht universe misa vas not material
but spiritual, and preceeded by emanation from God. The
first emanatian, vas called ira their language tht first mani, or
tht first begotten of God, andi he was supposed to be the
medium ofi praducing nine other emanations or sepàiroth fnon
vbich tht univrnt vas formtd. Hov mystical aIl this, and
boy liko the systeut aithe Guastics vbo inlerposed their aeons
and emamations between the suprenie God and tht creator of
vorld 1 Agamn, tht Guostics carritd so far tht mystical inter.
protation, introduced by tht Cabbalists, that to interpret
Sceipture literally vas tht exception. Tht cule of theat Irnow.
ing ones, vas ta extrt a hidden moauing tramt every passage
and ta make evtry word and almoat every letter contain a
inystical allusion.

3. It anly rensains, in tht third place, ta make a 1ev obsen.
vatiosson Platoim, vbich, according ta Dr. Burton, vas the
greatest, or at lemst, tht more immediate cause ofi Guosticisu.
Tht Greeks bail tbeic ovri way ai getting avec the stutnbliàg
block, vhich at tht outset met every systeru imaginative on
rationmi that bmdl been previously made, vit.: tht Origin of
Evil Tht Grein philascphy did not mdopt tht systeni of
enmnation. They ail beîd that inatter 1 vas etèrial and such
undoubtediy wms tht opinion ai Platô. "This vas îIreicmod>
of rescuiug: God tramt being the author of evil-thus -most un.
pbilosophically Iimiting bis omnipotence and subjtcting bita
ta tht influence ai evil, for a being vbo is ail gond and yut
eestricted in bis power, is undoubiedly subject tao eWl Pligo
conctived that God acttd upon mattes ofbis own ree t ii am
by calling order out ai disarder forined tht world. Ht elW
that everytiig in heaven and tartit bas a celestial mechetype
or patteen in tht tboughts of tht eternal Fate. Tht Gara.
tics agreed with bini in niaking matter co-etenal vith GoL
They also belitved accordiug ta lIrenaSus, that tht matera
world itself vas farnied ater an eternal and intolectual idea,
a mystical notion vhich vas the very soul of Platonismt May
vo not suppose, too, that tht meons ai the.Gnostics vert jus
personifications of tht ideas cf Plate ? Or may vo mot say
generally, that tht Guostics formed their systent ofaeans by
combining the intellectual b:einga cf tht Platonic pbilasophy
vith the angels of tht Jtv:sh Scriptures ?

Mosbeim and others have taken a duflertrat view oalibis
mattor, and it nmy be that Burton bas laid emîher ton, mua
stress upoci Platonismn as tht chief source ai Gnosticisni ; at
tht saine tut vow carnet agree with Mfoshtima, vit spemicirg
of tht ancieut teacher, says "qsuvnt nom&nUla Gýwsicona
daXgmais PW#WtoMiwerunaud esse disimiUa cefreret, totan
eorumn dima)Phsm m cosju*ctone Plalonc ioeolu~ir cmu
C/l'ùtaaa regw*ve salarnem ieraniau~ d theu
adds *«Eeo zr, subductùs robeaccicuns*gcie raînÎèm4
in L'Aionis sectatoribu s ulo ,erodGnosiîcgvum sekolarus
jris>es jlont josse, rer/i issus faclsvim. Daubtiess tbey
diffoeed matexially in sanie points, e. g., according tg Plac,
God ordered the intellectual bezurgs vhom be had producod to
create tht vcrld; and be dlegated tht e rctô theut, that bce
migbt mo hintseli b. thteathar qi evil: Bat accarding ta tht
Gnostics the Demiurgus creited tht e rd vitbout the know-
ledge ai God. MÀay mot these tva byj-theses, bowever, ont of
vhicb is as rational as the other, bave grava into each other.
during tht trequent agitation of the question concecuing 1P
anigin ci evil,ve 'arm iucliuod tn assent ta tht renmark of
Dr. Patter, vbo, ira bis criticism ai Dr. Burton's vork, says-:
*'The ancient cause of this-heresy Go.lism), motiéanciet
than the tbtosophy of Babylon, nmait b. sout ai-bo mixed
good and evii principles of humaaure, vhwich have so ohm.
led ta iollyin opinion, as voll as ta crime -in coaduct.lmat
tht imniediate cause aif Gnosticisn may certairly ho traced to,ý
types and shadovs iwittephilosopby of -Plate."1

-uL BAllAS vill cm-I iattention at irat meeting of Gi%-
gov North Vl. P. ProsbyWty to>-a the objectîomable.amounS'

-mnt f-the IdisbSecrètury- sgariig t1. eadovat tof a'
Radàsh niv.rityià tm .. *


