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Iamn allen sa weaay ar sorgow,
Sa weary of straggling wila sin,

il tianid concernlng the anarraw.
'ta faithiess af entetlng In

To the beautilai test that reanaineth
Seciare In the city ar lodi,

Wherc shail enter no evii that staineth,
Nor ever the spiler bath troc.

But aye when the struggle is sarest,
And daik are Ille clouds on my snul,

flear Lord, the sweet cup that l'hou hraureit
lits balm, and 1 drink m ad ain mholc.

Fron the qucaichies aid Weil af salvation
i quaif the pute waters divine,

And! a sense of ttrtlumhant etlrion
la thtilled thraugh this spirit of mine.

No band! but Thine own, bieared Milliser,
Couic! comrort and cicer in the day

Wben the tauch af a sudden disaster
lias cumbe-red and ltngled the Aay.

No funk but Thine awn coauId illumine
%%hlen niglat gathera biack a'er the landl,

And strerigîh that is faiing anci humant
Lies prane an the drsoisatc strand.

But ever thy heip Is tire neircat
WVhen aeip, irom Ille eanîh ahetre a tionle,

And ever the word that is dearest
ta the word af the Cruciried s-i;

And arc when the tenikpestl-couttei gatirer
1 fly for su-cet sheiter and peace

Tbrougb the Son ta tbe c r of the 1ather
Tirat tcrror and tremor might ceaqe.

-lie restoreth nay seul, and 1 piraise Iiim
Whosc love as my cbrism and crown:.

Ile restoretb my soul , let me taise hlim
A sang that fils niercy wili own.

Fojr often so wear ai? sanrow,
So weary of fightng witb sin,

1 look and 1 long for tihe morrow,
Wben the ransoned tbeir irecdom shahl win
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Nat cvcry ane wha bas passed tbrougb semsons of
trouble can say witb David.- "I t as gaod for me that
I bave been afflicted." Vet thase ai Gad's cbiidren,
wham Hie bas led thraugli the furnace af afflictian,
when tbey examine carefuiiy and properiy lits dcai-
iaags must cancur in the carrectness of the Psalmast's
statement, and say af tbc Lord-He doeth ail tbangs
well.

There is a notion amang somte tirat, when affliction
fails upon a persan, or upon a hame, it indicates the
failing tapon that persan ar famiy af Gad's wrath.
Not necessaraiy sa. Nat usually so. The wicked
by tbeir wickedness may ircur Gad's anger and bave
special judgments sent ta them. B3ut ta say in a
geracral way that affiction is a taken af Gad's anger,
is ta say wbat we behieve ta be incarrect. Affictian
is ratber a tokez of God's lave. It marks the correct
ing band ai Gad ; it andacates the teachang band ai
God. It saga.ifies the heavcnly Fatber's interestian
Has chîid. The disowncd and banisned pradigal
receaves correction no mare an the home af chilclhood.
But the citler son wb.o as at borne receaves the correc-
tian of bis. tatller. There as a banashment tram God,
the dread cansequences af whach 1 trust noa reader
of mine abali ever knaw, But do flot be carraed away
watia thbe falseness af thbe dec.larataan tbat affiactioa ias
a mark ai God's disfavaur. \Vhat saith the Scripture?
"I( fyc be waîhouî chastasement, . . .then are ye
bastards and nar suns.»* IlWhom the Lord iavelb He
cbasteneth." I U e endure chbtening, God dealetb
witb yau as wath sons." It as weil when affiction clraws
ta the Lard. l3lesscd resuits are sure ta fallaw wben,
aiter a season af retarement or disiress, the Christian
can say witb David-" It is gaad for me tbat 1 bave
br.cn afllicted."

The affiactions that co"ae ta mankind are ai a varied
character. There are spiritual sorraws, and sorraws
othea: than spiritual. There are afflictions that came
tbrough var, plague, pestilence. Tberc are dis-
tresses that tail tapon us when the unexpectcd happens,
when dcath camnes an the watcr or on the land. There
as the sart affliction wben aasgrace camnes tapon a
bame; when the husband, or %vire, ar cbald, brings
graei ta the dweiang. And there as the afflaction that
as-laid upan us far the tame as the active ane as laad
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aiside frant i& aictivity, as tbe anc aiccustorned ta
bealti l tlaroan tapon tiicelbed ai proionged iliness.
Oui ai sucir afflictions and outio aimany athcrs lias
corne gaod. God's band bas opcratcd sa that tirere
irave been grand resuits. Out af darkness liglat bas
airisen. Fram tire soreness ai tlic chastcning licaling
liras foiiowed. Thear tire becfited suffierer rMay say
avith the Psalmist-Il It is good for me thai 1 bave
been nfilicted."

iirst of au, wc may hcarn tbat wlaen thre Lard sendis
affliction He means it for sorti gaod ; it May bc ta
cure tIre perban ai some badl hbit. lt may bc ta
teaci patience, or tendernes3, or sympatiry i cer-
tainly as intcnced ta niake us better, nr*ire hake Jesus.
Nothing takes place withaauî God's knowhcdge. Notir-
ing contes wiîIouî [lis permission or sending. Aflic-
tian is framn Him aand saffliction works in ane oi two
ways. It rairdens aurd drives farther tram Gaci, or
chie i niakes mare tender and draws nearer ta tlae
Saiviaur. li la sad ivlien the formeris thre resuait. It
as alwaiys good whren ave aira attractel ta J cits.

lIn tlae chaud ai afflictioan tlaat overirangs tirose îvbo
arc susceptible ta teacbing ibere is a «" sîlver hiiing.1"
Sorrows open tire way ta joys ; and afflictions aire ait
tbe barbir.gcrs ai delightfil biessings. hi seerns bard
ait the tintec ai tire distress, yet il is truc tirai Gad has
good in vieav wbcn Hc upturns aur plains and lays
Has band tapon us. rihe lion in Saaisan's day
must bre kiiied befare boney could bc taken fram tire
carcaisi. Tire trees ai aur farests nccd tire îvinter's
irait that sap may ire gathercd for tire spring's biossom.
The sun seems ta be brighter aiter tiac storm, aind tire
birds' sang semrs saveeter ritler the confinements ai
tire winter. IlSpices smeil sweetest when paaradcd,"
and" "'ines are the better for bieeding." The chil.
dren ai hîraci iound Elim's waters tire sweeîer ire-
cause tbey bac! tasted ai Marairs bitterncss. And tire
cildren ai <aur heavenly Father rturn ta tire duties
ai hire, made better because thaey bac! icen choseted
witb Hini in tire bours ai bereavement. Wben tire
laand tirai led ia afilict'on icads out again, the im-
proved disciple is prompted ta tire utterance ai tire
saveet singer ai lîrael-"1 I is gaod for me tirai 1
bave ireen -iflicted."

A second hesson fromn affliction is tirai service ren-
dered ta God in active lire is mot thre only service t?'at
can be given Hini. He expects tirat service, but
aften He expecis something aise, In aur Ileaitir we
came ta aur pulpits ta iead aur peaple in tire public
service and ta, preacir. WVe came ta aur worsiripping
places ta warsirip. Wiren tire muscle is sirong and
the spirit brave, tire Chrristian serves God in active
lite. Ohr, thai is good I Believer, do tirai beartily
and avei. Tis is tire labour tirai brings in tire best
return. But isn't :r sometimes tbouRht tirai whien aur
activity is taken fram us, whien aur st-cngtb is reduced
ta beiplessness, and cvc are taken asida from aur
ordinary duties-isn't it sometimes tirougiri tirai tien
we ceaise serving tire Lard? Oh, it is a mistake.
The Lard seeks aur service in whatsoever place He
puis us. Our service ai waiting and enduring on tire
sick lied, or in tire sechuded place, is just as acceptable
in His sigiri as tire service rendt-rcd wben tire body
as strang

Jaohn tire Baptisi was daing God's service in the
desert ahane, as acccpîably as wben ir, vas gatirering
tire crowds in tire land ai Palestine Paul was serving
iris Mlaster as mucir whien tire cirains wvert about iris
persan in tire Pbilippaan prison, as whien ire was de-
livering bis address fromn tire piatiarm ai Atirens.
I ying betwveen twa saidiers in an Eastern ccii, Peter
was serving just as efficiently as avien preaciring iris
sermon an tire day tif Pentecnsi. Elijair aas F.hijah
ai tire brook aviti tire ravens, as well as at Carmel
witb tire propirets ai Blaal. Tire Cirristian invalid is
daing tire work ai tire Lard on tire bcd ai afflictian as
avel as wben restored, in tire activities ai heauîh.
Let tisbe rcmembered. "They also, serve whio, only
stand andwaait." "Wait on tire Lard "is asignificant
injunctian ai inspiration. Ilhe afflicted child ai God
Whoa can enter inta tire spirit manifested by David
whien ire said, Il [t is good for me tirai 1 have been
afflictcd " can daubtiess cancur in tire experience tirus
expressed
I have le-arnied ,i knocking ai bcaven'a gaie
The mlezning oi anc golden 'wa:d ihat sines about i-

Fer, wasb the M2ster wbom we serve, is flot ta ride or ran,
Bit .3nly ta abade lis will-weil waitcd is Weil donc.

Afflact-ton tear-hes a. tirird lessoii-sira noniring-
ness ai man. No anc ai us bas anrything carthly ta
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boasi af. The strang mai is found depending an bis
strcngti, but sickness soun proves thre foolisirness ai
that dependeaice. Thea good aaeed this teacbing vcry
aiten, rand wlicn wc haave tiaî taed if as wcli tirat tb-
Lard sends affliction ta a(Tord tlic supply. Affliction
reveais ta us wbait we reaily are--poor, weak, (rail
creatures witir notiring in aurselves ta depcnd tapon.
Thianks bc ta God tbat in Chrrist wc have everlasting
strength.

Afflictions tcaich us ta estimalte man correctly. lt
is a dangerous îiring for any af us ta put toa much
dcptndencc tapon amy persan-father, another, bus.
baind, wifc, son, dataglter, guide, parTner, master,
fricnd, minister. The anc upan wbom eartbly depcnd-
ence is piaced is as livale as ourselves ta be cast
do%% n suddenly, or ta t.e taken away (ram us. No
malter baw important a part we play In tire cam-
munity, in fic faaaîily, or in tire Cirurcb, it is a da.nger-
ous tlaing ta plac*lver mucia rc-iiarce on an.

Sinca caaning irom thre ciranber ai sickncss 1 me
a man n onnaofthecstreetsa afur tawn. %Witla grateful.
ness in bis beart, and with a warm sianke ai tire baaud,
lac said ha avais glatd ta sec me out again. Hc avent
on ta remark; that it wa:s a gaond tbing i badl b'.cn
spared; for, added hc, if you bail been taken away it
would have been a dcatb strnke ta tire cangregatian.
He said more tirai i must nat repeat. lie said it ail
sincecy and avitia a fondness tirat 1 would seek ever
ta recipracate. But, in tlacse expressisais, affectianate
as thcy were, wvas there flot a sometbing caiculateil ta
Iead ta the canclusion tlaat same ware icaning ta.
avard ait error tirat auglît ta bc dispelled? As far as
tlae ane whirapcaks is cancerned it migirt bave been
otbetwise. Instead of your coming out as usuai
ta this place af worslaip ta find tire aid vaice hcading
in aur devotians, God migiri bave ordercd it athcr-
%vise. That sickness migirt bave cnded in deatir, and
you nîight bave been folhowing tire hearse tbat was
carrying my body ta the cenietcry an yondcr hili, and
you migbî bave witnesscd tbe lawcring ai a body,
asieep in jesus, inta tire place prepared for it. But
wbai ai tirat? My spirit would bave winged its flight
ta the sauls home, and the sun wouid bave a'isen as
usual tbe nexi marning, and i suppase yau avould
bave been found ait your work the rien day, and if you
deserved it God ivould supply you iith arrother faith-
fui minister ta iead yau. WVby, ave are flot a neces-
sity in tbe home or in the churcir. Let man bre neyer
so goad and ;aitlifui-da flot place tao mut h reliance
un bina. Soloman saitb wei, IlWhasa puttetb bis
trust an tbe Lard shall be safe."

WVbile we are tagetirer, that there shauld be among
us mutual sympatiry, tenderness and love, we sbauid
appreciate cacir otber's exceihencies, we sbauid sec,
the ane in tbe atirer, an earnest desire ta bre a prasper-
aus people. But in attaining ta tirese tbings lei us
have as aur starîing-point and aur dependence-"l In
Me is thmne hcip." Tiren, avbat mutual confidence we
repcse in anc another wvill bre rigirt because aur main
confidence is in God.

There is a multitude ai additianai uses and biess.
ings ai affliction. But anc atirer reflection must
suffice. The seasan ai affliction is a poar one, as a rule
for beginning tire great wark ai lufe. Leit for its bc
ginning until inis seasan, aneans too olten neyer bre-
gun. Anad iife's great work neyer begun-the soul
neyer cared for thaugirts of the eternai future become
appal'ing-

Experiencc warrants the assurance .bat tire seed
ai tit new hile bas been impianted by tbe Hoiy
Spirat at tire time thre sore stvoke brought samne anc
ta réel that ire was alane wvith Gad. But tire case-,
wbcre permanent spiritual resiaiîs bave flowed fram
such distress arc very iew, wiren compared witb tirese
wirere appearances ai good have been follawed by tire
hast st-te being warse tran the first, as healtir te-
turraed. WViile experience brings painful recolicctians
oftrose for wbose salvatian thre.e bave been prayers
and strivings, but wvha have passed off ta deai avitir
tire sahemnities ai eternity unpreparcd. Wbo ai us,
baving ta deai aviti men, couid flot tell ai sarrawfui
exits ta thre other worid? A man weii on in ycars
wvas lying low avitir a fatal ilhness, ire n'as racked wita
piin. He spake ai bis sou], lais sins, bis future. WVirn
direc.ted ta Christ ire said bc bil given bis naany
ycars ta, Satan, and bc was ashamed ro offer the time
ibat remainedl ta God. Wien pointed ta thre Eriend
af the chief ai sinners, ha said bis smc)thering as.'i
pain avercsu great. tirat ire could flot look nar think
fiai trust, and ire died. Another man waz taken inia


