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TIVO MEF rlNlGS T/FA T YHO0UL D BE
BE TTE-R A TTEBNDED.

IIW tNOXONIAN.

Thicusanda cf Ontarlua men and wvomen, who mitre
Oat.ituo boys auid girls thirty yeans ago, remnember
Lilu1lin Traylor. Tlîey remember.hirn chiefly as
.agent uf the Ilible Society, and a capital agent bie 'vas.
If there 'vas nny latent lite in the church-going pee.
Ie ha aay town or village bc could fan it into a flame
thiat liurat briglîtly enougli, at least, as long as the
annial meeting cf the Bible Society lasted.

tittESOCtETV NIETîNGs

airc net wbat thcy once wtt-e. WVe cari remetnber
wlien tie nanual iueting cf thie Bible Society %v'as ont
cf tlle prinucipal events tha: oaccurredt in aÎ t0w» or
village during the ycar. Et-ety body ivent, and every
body fell au it res: an tRie preceedings. TRae local
clergymen were ail preserit, and Lachîha Taylor
tvorkcd up the cntliusîasîn in fine Etyle. Atter MIr.
Taylor caine the Rev. Mlr. 13al. Mà%r. 13a11 tas ont cf
the bcst plattorni speakers un tht Province. H-e haci
sente aduniralule speechies on the Bible Socîety's.
caperatiens, and did capital weark. It was a treat te
taear iîna i a lively Bible Society meeting. Few
juubhc speakers et taose days wiert MIr. Ill's equals,
and somte cf lits best work was dont for tht Bible Se-
ciety. W'e distinctly' temember a litile knot of beys
and girls countîng the days that must pass befere tht
Bible Society meeting wvotld bc heici. They were ne
moye intercsied in such maiters than boys and girls
broughit uala ai Christ'an homes usualiy are; but they
e\pected an enjoyable nlecting. How many beys and
girls ta Ontario watch for a Bible Society meeting
now? Tht beys andi girls cf tht present day bave
just as înuch intetest in their Bibles as tht boys andi
girls et tweaty-flvc or îhirty ytars ago. Tht differ-
tact us net in tbem-tbc différence is ha tht Bible So-
ciety meetuing. lIn tuwns and villages ia which the
Bible Society meeting useci te bc an important event
it is ne"' cne of the pocorest meetings held during the
wholc year. Tht atîcadance as saai, though ai the
Churches are supposed te bie representeci. There it
noecntluusiasm. Exceptions, cf course, theit are-ý
Once un a while ont aneets a manîsier wbe says ibat
tht annual meeting of tht Eible bocuety un his totta
tvas a gond meetîng-good un thetrmaiter cf attend-
ance, gond un spirit, iwu:h a gond collection, gond
speeches and gond ta tvcry way ; but ive fear ihese
gond Bible Society mueetings are an exception.

Hov tani we ac,,ount foi tht change that bas taken
place un se manaylocaluttes? Rt bas notbeen broughî
about by local causes. 'Maay cf tht branches are
marngcd by the meut who managed their affaii-s ivihen
the niceî;ngs %vere' successful. WVhere changes have
be made, the presci officiaIs are quite as effitient
as ilîtîr predecessors. As a t-ut tht officers cf a
branch cf thue Bible Society are the very best men in
their localities. They are tht bet men in the
Churclues tlîey represeat. They are chosena just be-
cause thiey are tht bet mea. Many cf them are
ameag- thetrmosi efficient tvorkers. ia their ownr
Churches. Ttuc blame certaunaly dees net lie ai their
docir if the annuai meeting is a failure.

Do tRuc people takec less interesi lin tht Bible now
tRia» they dud a quirter cf a century ago? There is
a gooci et alk just ncw about the use of tht Bible
un aur public schools. 1: wouid be iateresîing te
k-now how many Bible Society meetings some et tht
taikers have atcnded un tht lasi te» years. There are
tluosc tho contcnd that tht young peeple who arc
g-rowin-, up un tinta-n have not the samie love fr
theur Biibles.-as their tathers -andi grancifiathers land, andi
thai tact, ot interest un tht Bible causes lack cf irat-.
t-es: ia tht Bible Socuety meeting. Tht valut of this
contention us easily testeci. Are Bible Society met.
ings w~ell aitended where tht Old Country elemtnts
prcdominate, and pooarly attended where native Cana.
dians are in a large majority? If this cata be shown,
iluca tht contention bias force. My-e have never nmet
aay bodly whe cari show it. There may bc tt-utb ha
tht contentioa, but tht truth bas neyer, se far as we
k.now, baera made apparent.

WlVt then us the reason why the Bible Society
meeting us net wcll atteuided? It will net do te leok
wise and say, "Oh, tht -teople never go te mec:-
ings naow as they used. te go.n They go te somne

meetings in larger numbers tRia» they ever went.
Politîcal nmeetings have nevcr been se largely nt-
tendcd as :lîey hîave baen during the Inst six mnontas.
Cati the State bold a mpore attractivec meeting than
the Cbuirchcs ? Arc people more atixious te lhenr
about the N. P. and the Ilaciric Raitway than they are
about the operations ct the Blible Society? If the
l3ible Society agents discusscd ticir queetions In as
attractive a wvay as somne cf the poliiians handlc
questions it tlheir big mncetlnge, would il bc se lbard
fir local méta toge: up ai gond Bible Society meeting?

VILI CONIJREGATIONAI. MEE1:TINS;

The time li wlîich arnni cengregation.il nîieings
are usually hield is drawing near. Rt is alwiys an
atixiaus tinte for pastors nnd office.bearers. Macre is
anxiety about the baiance-anxiety about the repenfs,
anxicty about the nauendt.nce, and truth te say there
as someatinitS more or less anxiety lest somc of the
brethren say or do unpleasant things. Sortie men
neyer think a congregationai meeting a success unless
they go berne swinging somebody's scalp in their
hnnd.

One gond way Io make a congregationai meeting
pass off smoothly and plcasantly us te have the work
welI preparcd a fcwv days before the meeting takes
place. No smnall part ef the friction tlint someitimes
arises at congregalinnal meetings is caused by bring.
ing tlic busunese before the meetinag in a crudc, un-
prepared state. Manty office-bearers have tlieir clin
business te attend to-some have a hard fight fur
bread and butter, and cannut gave as mucb time te
Church business as they would like. Stili, for the
sake cf a gond meeting, et'cry gond man ought te be
wilinR te milie a special effort. Sncb meetings
usuaiiy corne but once a yenr.

And at the present time, before congregationai
meetings begin, would it net be w-ell for evmr body
te refresh bis memory wush the fact that the %vork is
the Lord's workand should be donc in the best pos-
sible mnanner? Devotional study cf the one hundrcd
and thirty-third P'saint would alto belp.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRA TION A T NEJIV
GL4SGOW1, N. eç.

A pamphlet on oui table records at length the
proceedings at a mteùing of the cengregation ef
James ChUrLh, Ne'v G'asgow, N S , for the purpose
et caiiing uti the meinuris of tl.e past, recountirg ail
the %,av in nhiýh Cod h.is led ihîemr and their fatiiers,
scîttng up iandaks, and taking a new departure in
the pathivay of progress and consecrated endravou,.*
Rev. G. W. Cadesmood, one of the eiders, occupied
the chair. The report of the meeting in the local
newspapcr, tbe Eastrn Ckr<'nicl, gives an extendcd
list of nartmes of tmembners of the Presbyteries of ic-
tcu, Trutu and Wallace, %%tho %wcre prescrnt, and aise
cf reprebentat;%e men froin congregations in the near
neighbourhuod and at a dista~nce, wtho themnseites
or Ilhest fathers had beld relations more or less
close witb the prescrit or past erganization cf James
Chut-ch. To gise ci en a brief synopsis cf tbe con-
tents of tRac record, extending over ne lcss than sixty
ont pages, vould do ne justice te the subjcct, and
wcauld fat exfced tRie space nt cur disposai. WC
must, theretote. bc -.entent wi:h making a fewv preni-
tient peints.

It is scarccly necessary te say that tlie rhurcb de-
rives its name froni that cf its flrst pamtor. Early in
the year 1786 tRie Re%. James McGregor, afterward
a Doctor of Divinity, in response te urgent catis frorn
the âettiers, largely frein bis own ceunîtry, who, net
many years hefure, land taken up tieîr residences
around Pactou Harbour, and cn the East, Middle and
West Rivers, consented te cas: in tais lot with his fel-
lew-countrymnen and others iwvelling IIsoiitarily in the
wood," 1 and mirristez te iliem ini those valued Gospel
cardinances which they laid enjoycd in their native
lands. He arrived at Halifax in June cf the same
yecr, and at once set out for his appointed field of
labour. It is difficuit fér us, at ibis advanced peric'd,
uith ail our grect facilities fur meving froni place te
place, te realize the conditions cf travel in regions for
miles upon miles threugh unbroken forest,witb ncthing
te guide the way but the comp2ss or the blaze tapota the
trces imade by sorte enterprising explorer. Such
were the conditions under whiclî Dr. à%fcGregor lad

1'cocecdings at the Centeanial Celcbîsiion cf jaaes
Chtirch. New Gisrsgow, N. S., September 17, IM8. WVilh
oppe4iîdces.

tri flnd lits way te the scene cf lits life's wvork, and
%vlla %vlîiclî, in a someihat niodillcd torm, ha bat! for
a gond white te contend. If net the irait, bie was antong
the first Presbyterian miniltners ia tht Doiniton of
Canada, andi certainly, if net tht first, lit tvas nt
least the second te unfuri the Prcsbyeriim banner nt
the foot cf the enstera slope of tRie Iîiglilands it-lîch
divide the waters cf the be.intiftii I3ay ef Fundy frcrn
those of the majestic and îvot less bcautiful Gulf
of St. Lawrence. For many yîŽars, sharhng the pri.
v'ations and harîlships cf tht penale aniong whom
lie lhved, lie lad laboured aioe; anad fi wns flot until
1795 that lie was cheered by the arrivai cf the Rev.
Duncan Ross and tRie Rcv. John Blrown, the former
te take charge cf the Picteu and WVest River portions
cf 'lus large parisli, leaving in fret te bestow bis
labours on the East River, wlulcl was lits borne frein
the bcginning, and whce lue %cnl<ed te the end,nad the
latter to take charge la the distant region of London-
derry. Seventecn years ater bis arrivaI hn l'hctou he
was agaiu made glad by the coing of the learned
and acccmplished Dr. Thomas bNacCullocb, the great
educater cf the Church. Dr. blacCullocb scemed te
comprebend at once tht urgeacy, imniediate and pro.
spective, ei the demand for ministers te keep pace
wifli the spiritual requiremnats of a grçwling poppla.
tien, and wvith a beroisma that cannoat bu cver-csti-
matcd, set bimself to the apparcntly luopeless task cf
providing the ricans cf a liberal education, with a
vîew te the Gospel mhnistry auud other proressions, for
the youth cf the land. apart freont the exclusiver.ess cf
the cnly oilher institution cf highecr learning in the Pro.
vince, and uade- the control cf a then publicly declired
Establishcd Church, and %Yho, in littît more than
twenty years aftcr bii arrivalluad the bigli gratification
of acbicvinga phenomenal -uccess, and seeing tht-et cf
bis first graduantes crowaed witb the bonestly earned
honours of tht oId University cf Glasgow, and nîany
others qu'ilifled te eccupy spheres cf usefulness betb
in Church and State.

But ive miust return. The incumbcncyv cf tht
fit-st mrinaister cf James Chut-ch was over fon:y-four
years, and, in tht language cf cne .vbo sixty years ago
tvas a member of his congregatien, Ilafter liaving
lived te surinount the more ardueus labours and
pet-ils and privations of pioncer life, and te see arcund
humn smîlîng fields, hippy bomes and a flourishing
Churclu, without the shadov of a blet upon bis gond
name through a long anud busy life, hie mtas 1 gatbered
te bis fathers,' amid the hearifeit regrets cf aL deeply
attacbed and sorrowing people." For a full accolant
ef the lite and labours of Dr. bMcGregor we anus: refer
te tht memoîr cf bis grandfatber, pubiîshed seven and
twenty yenrs ago by tht Rev. Dr. George Paîttu-son,
cf New Glasgow.

0f the second pastor, tht Rev. Dr. David Roy, ail
that is necessary te say just aient is tRiat he tound
tbings very much " made t-eidy te bis liand " on his
induction zato tht pastorale, ini 18.31, and that fui
foarty years, with energy and zeal, lie preached the old
Gospel untîl laid asîde by age and infirmity, nlot long
berore luis deatb.

The- celebration must have been cf abscrbia- ie.
t-est te the congregation at large, as-the istory cf uts
pas: and its prescrnt: was unfoldeci undcr tht graphie
and facile pea of Mr. D. C. Fraser, Barrisîera-L-itw,
and an benoured eIder cf the Chut-ch, -and that unte-
rest must bave baerai vastly inteasified te tht ancienîs,
the select stven-seven only-ccupying a conspicu-
eus plac.e in tht audience, who wvcre anembers ini full
standing uader tht fit-st pastor.

It would taot be right te omit saying that tht celc.
bration uvas rtdeeaned fir. m onoteay as the hsîory
of a single congregation, by the range cf subjects
bearing upen tht condition cf things generally, ta
tht intercst cf tht Chut-ch, embraced in tht pro.
gramme and uapcta whicb papers cf more th2n ephem-
et-ai value wtte furaisliec. 0f tiie&. aur notice must bce
very brief, and it would be invidiotîs toin stitute any close
camparisons wthere ail art se exceptieaally excellent.
Tht papier cf tht Rev. E. A. 'McCurdy, tht pister
since 187 1, occupyîng Ciglit pages, oun IlTht early set.
tIement cf Pictou, and the poriien cf civil, social and
ecclesiasticat affats a hundred years ago,1' is a con-
denased, life-like picture of :hings as they uvere. M\
less distiaguishcd, for careful and exhaustive state-
ment, is IlTht planting cf Presbyterianism ini Picto,
and its progress prier- te 18 1,, by the Rev. Dr. Wm.
MacCullocb, tht son cf the distinguisbpd Dr. Thonmas
?dacCulloch, mind, for nearly hait a century, pastor of


