
Jmercantile business, it %vas net.cssary to bc of tliat fih
'~Ta rema.in Protestant was; to bc condcmned ta a tire of,
TsufTcring and înisery. On thec ther hand ta bc Romn
Sanist, wvas ta open the way ta ônurs nt a tiraitiwhcn
froyal favour was cverytlîing. Soinc Conversions took
Splace ta rcward the zczal of the persecutors, who did
neflt hesitate to pursue the Reforiiied stili marc cruelly.

1If a mixcd, marriagc tqok place in a Protestant temple
the building was to bc pulled down, s0 tlint France
sooan became covered wvill ruined buildings. For thejdistance of a hundred Icagues, in somte parts, txe,

*Reformed, sad and silent, witnessed the populace,!
led by the priests, attack the sacred edifices, and
nmidst jacers and sarcasils.. rate ta the earth, the'4temples arounad which clustcred sa many hiallowed
recollections. Nothing escaped,

TIIE MAL OF TilE PERqFCUTORq.

SFront s65; pastors wverc forbidden ta beai ibeuî titles,
tlîcy ould ont> scr%.e thelr uw n parishres , and ifthe
temples wverc tondertned to disappeat, thty liad unI>
the bitter consolation of meeting their fluLks in theart
dttellingse * and there ta %vorsh;p Cod. But e,.cn dtlis
was nat long tolerated, fur on avili April, 1681, urdeis
were g:%en that pastors should only %,isit the skk ,.

and ý%hcrc there was noa temple, the pastur was tu
remrve at least six leagues

I.. replying ta adýcrsaries w~ho ceased flot ta de,.r>
the Protestant religion, the pastors heamea able con-
troversialists and powcrful speakers, refuting eith solid
arguments the statements of the Romanists. Claude,
Jurieu, Pajon, Allix, sprcad their wvritings ecr>n
where, animaît*ng the cour..gc of those whose faith
the priests were trying ta .3hake. But even this con-

*solation was denied them, for an order wvas obtained'
front the King, August, 1685, forbidding Protestant
pastars "lta speak, directly or indirectly or in any w~ay
whatcver of the Catliolic religion."

Seeing Louis so docile ta suggestions, Cosnac,
*Bishup of Valenc~e, a disreputable man, said tu bina,

in the name uf his colteagues . 'To be the restorer of
the fa'ith, ,and the exteruiatar of heresy, are solid
title%, immortal titles, which will flot only picrce the
depth of aIl tinte, but will cxist nhen time shall bc no
mare.»

Pcrset.ution wais also ta rcach the domestic hearth.
'At inarriage and baptismal --cermonies of P'rotestants,,

flot marc than tell persans tan be present," said thei
Edict of 9th November, 167o. Ten years Inter marri-,
age between a Protestant and Romanist, was brandedý

~.b> making tbc thildren "aillegitîmate and incapable of
succession," and this by a King %l se profligacy %vas,
natoriaus, and %%hose bastards Lad ta be.iegitimatisedi

sby the niagistra tes. Faither the sç.hool as well asthe temple had ta becondemned, and!io, on November
9th, 1670, the King uirananded that masters, of Pro-
testant st houl, should tcath only " ta read, write andý
i.phez " -in th.. w~ay pieventing ail religious instrucý
tien. Oniy cnie âthool and anc teac.her were allawed
in each pariAh, however numerous the thiidren ta be:
taughît, thus ~.ompelling parents ta send their çhiIdrcn
ta Catholic schools. This %vas justifled on the principle
that b> torturing the minds and bodies Of Protestants,
they.wer etving their seul-s. On the saine principle
the pricsts counselled and the King commanded that
«'It wvas lawful for aur.-subjects of the so-ca led re-
formed religion - males as %4el1 as females--on attain-,
ing the age of seven ycars, ta enibrace the Catholic
religion, without any hindrance on the part of fathers
or mothers or relations." ý168i)

Nothing better proves the

SDCONDITION OF FRENCH PROTESTANTS

at thi: tume, than the petition they addressed ta Louii
<1 XIV. the text of which is preserved in the National

Archives. IlOne af your declarations," said theyi
« forbids your subjects-ta leave the kingdàm. Siie,

fretain thern by the'bonds of chatity, and desi gn at
Sleast ta render their habitation'possible, by frustrating
Sthe wicked devices of those wha carry off their children,

i who take their bread firoin thein by-refusing ta admit
them* ta trades, who deprive themf af their foods, ivho

* blight their honour, expose- their life ta continuai
perils, and forbiù thern the exercise cf their religion,
witha 'ut wvhich lifec itscif is but a long- death, your
petitioners aspire flot ta great advantages in yaour
kingdom, aIl they propose is ta, live simply in peace,
and ta serve God according ta the .dictates of -their
conscience. -Permit -not, Sire, that hatred 'déprive
thern of? thehappiness of' breathing in your empire.
They-will not be useless therin,,for they.will contribut4
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tu make toinimerLec iluurish as wcil ab the arts and
manufactures.»

To this humble petitian tLe King replied anly by
publisldng fresli decrcs of proscriptian. At last,
weary cf accumilating edict upan ediet, and pawêr-
less ta convince the mass of Protestants af the truth
af Roman dogmas, die priests, raising the miask
organized tlîe formi cf persecution wvhiclî Las left in
history the naine cf

THE DRAGONNADES.
French soldiers, marching under royal standards,
punetrated, sword in hand, inta tîte towns wlîere Pro-
testants lived ;nt the hcad af these "'infernal legions,"
mnarched bishops, monks anti missianaries, cager ta
sec tîte mîsery and tears of those tvhomn tlîeir argu.
ments hiad flot canvincéd. P>rotestant France 'sas
thus pillaScdl the dratgoans shamaclessly treating men,
%vomcn and tlldcn ti pel thein tu abjure Abhat
they dared to cali their errars, aIl justi,-e was ma anr
end f :the rcfurmed portiun of tlîe populatiun. «' 1
wvill tell you," %%rote l'astor Claude tu Lis sun, " that
%ve are alrcad> reduLed ta frightful extremtics. There
are marc than 6o,.ooo draguun. sc-aîtcred avez the
pro% ies, ainangst tîtose of out religion. The> -ail
upon crntire towns ta embrae the Catholic religion -
the King no longer allowing more than anc faith.'
They pillage, break, kill and drng the people ta inabs
with cords around their necks. Pra> God for us,, foi
ai! is lest, without ren1ed> and awithout resuurce."

WVhile this was going on, Colbert, coadjutor of the
Bish,)p of Rouen, presented Iimself before tîte King,
and in the nanie oftuc clcrg) af France pra.scd bimfui
that Le liad ýmined the licarts af the herctkcs, subduini;
the oabstinacy of their spiritt, far the> would, perhaps,
neyer hasec returned ta the bosoin ofithe chur-ch b> an>
ather way than thie road stre'wn wtJlnuo-ers awhih he
had opened up." Thus it %vas they sougbt ta delude
public opinion ; and sortc months later (March, 1686).
Bossuet did flot fear ta print these wvords "lNone of
you have sufféred violence eitlîer in your persans or in
your property I hear the s.sme froin other bishops
and yet the diocese of Meaux, of which B3ossuet %vas
chief, had just been ravaged by the dra.-ooi.s !

Couriers naw followed cachi other daily ta the court,
announcing that, afier solemn deliberation, the Pro-
testants of Montpellier, of Nismnes, of Montauban-
those north and those south, had abjurcd their errors.
This being sa, there was no longer any necd for the
Edict o ai antes. Uts revocatian, so long demnanded
by the clergy, might nowv be pronounced, nccordingly
on the i8Sth October, 1685, the court being at Fontaine-
bltau, the KCing signed the

EDICT REVOKING TIIAT 0F NANTES.

'<WaT sec nowv," said Louis, Il'with gratitude ta God,
that out .-ires ha,,e Lad the resialt %we propascd, sînc e
the best and grcatcst part af our subjects af the religion
called reformed, haa eembrai.ed Catholicîism." orders
were given ta demolish aIl temples stîll standing.
Fastors wcrc commanded ta change their fith or to
leave France %vithin fiftcen days, on pain of the galîcys
for flle ; and aIl schaois were closcd. Thus rights af
conscience despised and troddcn underfoout, ruins of
towns and villages, burnaing hatred, intense suffering
on the part of intiocent persans, blood of martyrs, and
the flight of thousands af the choicest men in the
kingdom, carrying ta other lands, the riches of France,
wvere some of the consequences of tbis measure whîch
covers with ineffacable disgrace the king and min-
isters who, at the instigation ofithe parlests, put nt inta
executian.

The church, on wvhose bciahf this wickedness had
been perpetrated, returned

THANES TO THE KING

througli the Pope, who in a brief, deciared Ilthe Reva-
cation of the Edict af Nantes, wvas the flnest thing Lis
Majesty Lad ever dlonc, the flttest ta cause Lis
memory ta endure for ever, and ta draw down upan
hinithe sptcial benediction of Èheaven!' irn ibis the
Pope was mistaken- Tht revocatian did for a time
prove the ruin of French Protestantism ; but it 'vas
aise the commencement of those reverses'from wvhich
the House of Bourbon Las neyer recoverc-d. As I
write, 1 arn reminded by a friend, that from that day
ta ihis, no son Las ever succeeded Lis father upon
the throne of France-

IN CONCLUSION

1885 differs, no daubt, in many respects, from 1685
still it must ever bc borne in niind that the sg,-itof
the papacy, changes net, but remains the saine to-day

as it vvas front iie Ibcganngnt. Ilappat>, 11rantcr, in
nio-t couniries, that spirit is net altowed ta mnanifest
itself, as i once did, anal inertain plai.cs stf does, in
avert acts. T. H.

Claress, Sivitserlaid, :3/h .isu 1 ary, 185.

Fer Ta CANADA PKITiiH

CHIRISTIAN UNIT.

DlY C HARLES ELL1OTTr, D.D.

The Cliurch isdivided autonîany sects. These sects
forni distinct religious commuraîties. This is the re-
suit of the ecrcise af the right of prîvate judgment.
It is impassibie ta make ait anen think alîke, and it as
foîly ta attempt it.

Christians walk in the saine lîghti ;but ench refiects
a diffcrent ray, hîke tLe rays af tlîe sun rcflectcd in va-
nouus hues frram the abjec-tâ af earth. % hile expert-
mient h..s stîuwn that the light front the sun çtn bc
separated iat seven distinct coluurs, ai has aiso slîawn
that these calaurs can be bicnded iai ont, ami thus
furmi the fight ut day. bo expenenice lias shown that
ail truc t.hrisîians, wben vicwed, flot framn their points
ut Jifferentc, but fruni their points of union, and frram
tLeiitle, are anc. Mlan sprîsma.tîc, ntellectual idio-
synçcrasies separ.z the rnys af truth ; their Lhristian
expericnce-rthe wurk of the Hoiy blairit in their hearts
-cýumnbine therri iat anc My, contaînîng in itself tLe
numbc.r af perfection, the sevenfoin gî.ts aind graces
ai the Sanctifier.

Mven ha,.e iuokcd at the points ut cliffcrcncc, nat at
the points of union, ainong Lhnstaans , and they have
lield up the divisions af the (..Lurcli as a repraach ta
the Christian name. Unity-mieaning visible unity-
àt as ssid, as a mark af the truc Lhurch, consequentl>,
tht truc Cliut,.h q-annot be found aînong sects distin-
guislied b> thealogical differences and separate Church
polity.

Perbons %%ho speak, thus look oni> at the surface af
things, and posbsà errancuub %,its ab ta %%hat con-
stitutes true unit). 1-nit> conbsts in harmony of
thoug;ht and feeling, in i-uminan experiengce, in mutual
syînpathy, in ta uperatiun, in a t-ommun lite devoted
ta a common end, nat in an aggregatian of dcad
nmasses, or bodies jained b> some external baud or
paner, %thich they cannat break or resist. Cnity,
in the moral and spiritual %Nunld, is nut a pas:,ite, but
an active condition.

Does such unitv exist in the Cliurch ? It dot.s.
Christ's prayer %vas not in '.ain uhen He prayed .
"'That thcy aIl ma> be une , as Thou, Father, art in
me and 1 in TLee,,that the> also nia> be ane in us.
(John xvii. 21.) Consider the nature of tlîe unity for
wvhich the Saviaur prayed.

It pre supposes a vital un.iýn aith Christ. In the
preceding verse, He says . « Aéther bray I fot there
ahine, but for thern aiso tnLi-.h shahl belie,.e on Me
thirough their wuord." ý'2o.) It is for the Unit> of those
wvho belie%,e in Hirn thai.the Sa'tioui prayed. The,
unity af Christians, therefore, is conditioned by faith
ini Christ.

This unity is described a3 a reflection of the unity
%vhich subsists betwcen the Father and the Son. "lAs
Thou, Father, art in Me, and 1lin Thce." This teaches
uz that it is no mioral unity af sympathy merely-
though this is incîuded but a comnunity of.rpiritual
«(fe. The Father and the Son are indissolubly one,
of the same substance , so Christians are indîssolubly
anc b> a common spiritual liteé, dcrivcd frram Jesus
Christ, through tLe Holy Spirit. TLis cammon spirit-
ual life canstitutes therra brcthren, a relationship which
eterrnity cannat sever; for it centres ina Christ and the
Father. Our Saviaur prays "Il at thcy ail may be
onc in us," i.e., in Him and the Father, who are one.
Christ is the divine harmony ai aIl Christian discords ;
and Christians are anc with each other, in proportion
as they are anc with Nitra.

There is no intimation in aur Saviour's parayer of a
visible centre ai unity on earth, cîther at Jerusalerra,
or at Rame, or anywvhcre cisc. There is no mention
of any form of church goverrament, or forma ai worship,
as a necessary condition for such unity as that for
ivLich Ht prayed. These arc ail good and necessary
in their places, but our Saviaur did nat consider theiri
essential ta Christian unity. The unity that Me con-
templated is not mereîy harmony of will and of love,
but oneness by tht iiidwclling ai the Holy Spirit.

Tht Apostle Peter says that " exceedl; g great and
preciaus pro. tiises " are given ta Chrîstians, that by
means ai ;i =e they may become "ýpartakers of the


