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A SEIES oIlsK: LiE Ill t.R.'V FRIAIt.

MR.rtII~kI count itan honourto beicquested
hy you tu conttibute what )ou caîl Ila series of I>uiplt
Photographs.I" As yeu suggest, the subjerts require
deilcate and judicious tracatinent. 1 shail endeavour ta
discharge the onerous duty you impose upen met as
faithfutIy as 1 can; and, it is hoped, in a becoming spirit.
The generous ternis you are pleased ta offer....
[Here follow sorti criticismns and haints of a flattering
nature, niodificd by a litile mild censure, but, as tha2se
would be cf ne interest ta the reader, the editar judi.
ciouuly omits tbem)a1

WVîth kindly wshes for the prosperity of TitE
PREiSBYTERIAN, 1 arn, etc (nuEV FItIAR.

TLe ministry of the Gospel has in cvery age been
held in the highest estcem. There have been times
when an almost superstitious veneration was enter-
tained fer those in tht sacred office. That bas passed
away. Now the respect entertained fer theiprgacher
depends on bis fitness for tht werk ta which hoe fi
dedicated, and the fidelity with which hie discharges
its respensible dulies. There is ne special danger cf
minister wership in these days. Vet it remains truc
that those who preclaima Divine truth te their fellew
men are te be held in esîemr for iheir work's sake.
Presbyterianism bas contributedl largely te tht te-
liglous enlightenment of tht nations, and continu; te
exercise an tinportant influence in the formation ci re
ligious belief and character. In thus stating itscdaims
there is ne wish tu undervalue the excellent work
doue by other communions. They are working tethe
sanie glorieus end, andi there is ample roomr andi
urgent need for the united labeurs cf aIl whe seck the
advancement cf the Divine glory and tht good of
men-

While in tht first instances, these sketches wili be
cf pastors occupying preminent places in the Church,
I amn net unmmndful of the principles of Pre-sbyterian
parity. Ht wha butais tht stars in His right hand bas
ne less faithful servants in the remote districts ef tht
country. Their labours art essentially cf equal ima-
portance with these occupyîng the high places cf tht
fiel. Thr Gospel they preach is the saine, se is the
responsibiltty, and se will be the final reward. They
may have peculijax hardships te tadure, but their werk
is honeurabît, and they tee are worthy cf tht hîghest
esteenri.

Nor is there any desire te givep pre-eminence in tht
erder in which the subjects cf these sketches are se.
ltcted. As far as possible tht oider followed avait be
historical.

Tht first Preshyterian ininister that visiteci Little
York and preached in various parts cf western Canada
taas the Rev. Robert McDowell, s.nt as a missionary
by tht Classis cf Albany, in cannection with the Dutch
Reformed Cburch. Tht first sctiled minister was tht
Rev. James Harris, who came front I teland in i 82o.
Tht Rev. William Jenkins aIso laboured among the
scattered Presbyterians, more particularly in tht
County of York. Afler the arrivai of M r. Harris a
church was built on a lot where Knox Church stands,
getrously derioted by tht lait: MNr. Jesse Netchum.
This cbutch was in connection with tht U nited Synod
cf Upper Canada. A number cf persans who were mem-
bers cf tht Church cf Scotland were desirous of formning
a congregatien in connectionwiththat body. They held
a meeting at which Mr., now Sir, Francis Hincks pre-
sided, and William Lyon Mackenzie acted as secretary.
These friends organizeci St. Andrew's Church. Their
firsi mixtister was the Rev. W. Rinteul, who was suc-
ceeded by tht Rev. W. T. Lz.tcb, then by Dr. Barclay,
an whose retirenlent tht preserit niinister, the Rev. D.
J. Maccionell, was appointed. Tht disruption in the
Established C1ùurcb, cccurring in Scotland in 1843,
divideci the Church in Canada the followmng ycar. A
number secedeci from St. Andrew's, and uniting with
Mr. Maris' congreZation formnec what bas since been
knowni as Knox Church. Mr. Marris retiring at this

ie, tht Rev. Dr. Burns resigncd bis charge in
Paisley, Scotland, ta take the oversight cf the Fre
Cburcb congregatien in Toronto. I3cing appointed te
the chair cf Church Mîstory in Knox College in 1856,
the Rev. Dr. Tepp became tht pastoir ef bht church
in i858, which position bc occupied till bis death in
1879.

THEi Rlt%'. IIENR%* YIAItTYN P'ARSONS.

wras Inducteci Inte the pastoral charge of Knox Church
on Aprit 15 th, 1880.

On Sabbath week tht usualty large congiegatnn
assembleci for worship. Tht accasien vias an ordt*
nary one, there was nothing speciat about it. Tht
calai andi orderîy demtanaur cf the assemblage s
strlking. Ont felt as if a spirit cf reverence and de-
votion filled tht place. The devotlenal portions cf
the service tirte Impressîve. The praise lu led hy a
precenter andi a finely toneci organ. Tht music was
conducted ivat gooci taste and most becamlng slmt
pliclty, but tht congregational slnging seemeci defec-
tive. There vias tnt that fuît hicartlnessa of expression
ai which se large a congregation ia capable. This part
ef tht worshlp of Knox Cbur-h is susceptible of Im-
provement. Mr. P'arsons eccupieci the pulpit, and se-
lected for bis text

Deut. xvi. 16. t7 . Tlure time il àn sye a al hy mcies à.e
berore the Lord thy C.od in the place which Il a %hall chue sut h=,
ofunie.%reicd t'crd. and. si, thef..I o dweeks. and in tihe (taa, o(tat.er
nattes . andi they %hall ,,ot apprar beinte the Lor'd empty iFeery . in
shalle.ve as hoai able. accoidîns îo the bîessîîîg of the Lord thy i,od
whàch lie tit givec ibis.

l'ht dly of gsviî as not canfinerd tu sted times. The
dire as every îlsy. %le owe constant gratitude ta God the

Sîver af ait gond. Ail 've have si Gad given. %Ve ought
ltheire ta give ta Goc as a living ptiesan in takemi ai aur

love asîc ehteem. It ai tht feeling of tht hecart liant shomilî

patl us ta gave. Gaving ms an nct ot heatt wotihip. Il
lhshad slirîng tram tht e.anîcîausness af the btrîstngs le
b-stows. After a tief but tucld explanatian at the threc
gîct retigiaut. assemblages ai tht people during tht Jewash
year, the pieachen 'vent on tua isustrate that un ait the,.c ucca.
saurns oi pîublic watîhip tht sanie ecemerit ai giving entered
anto tht setvice. As one gt7ei a presrint tua nfriend, the it
is a bett cfféring expressive of tht eîtecim and love enter.
taineci for tbat friend. In tht' later days af the jeavish sta-
tion there 'vas but hlle telation between giving as an tact ot
acceptable 't.ti.rhp Dr.d similar sacta of aîvice. It ms ta.
much tht saine iii our awn dayi. There lias heer, a large
enough expenditute ai m-ney 1a canvrit tht wearld 'vaîhin
the lait thaca: centuies, but thete ba% tIcen no conmparsin ai
tht givinig te tht Laid os an oct ai 'viîîîhip There as plenty
af money, but it as ai n.' use ta AlmiKshty Gad ticoauic it ia
flot gîven te film. Thatis ant a sufficient ircognition ofthe
peraunthmty ci Ged. WVcmust experience apensanal sente cf
obligation.

a. Tht thîce Jcwith festivals in their design, mbnugh not
a parallel ta tht cxisting state of things under the Chiiaan
dispentattan, are vcmy suggestive. Tht pas.eer commem-.
oaîated deliverance ; I'tntecast. tht giving of the 1mw an
Mount binai ; the fcait cf the rabietnacles, ait tht season ut
tngathnrmng, 'vas a sprcial e..pressio:n lit tlîanksgiving. Tht
fugt 'vas typical oi God'a detiverance ; tht srcand, TESi
ceming down ta dwell 'vith men ; tht third, oi Gid's bounmy.
Christ delivers tram s&m, and cornes ata living teIlIaw.hp 'vîîh
men -. the third as prophetic cf tht gîcat miltenniat harversi.
The Lord's day ms canimemurative ai the resurnectian and the

gfoftebitit. WVhen by tht spird of tht Gospel tht
wol shlibcCtheied for Chrit. then woutd lie tht truc
haivest festival. The Lord'% day îs no Je'ailh Sabt'ath now.
Il is not a rest day, that is gout , it is God's warlc day.

a. Na ont ia exempteci tram givirlg as an oct of Àwotshap
ta tht truc God. la worahip 've are ta commune wimh Ilim
as datas a man who visits bis trienci. l'batnk a< the Loti
Jesur. and attîmbute aIl ta list. gving thanks alwayb.. Att
cimes ta us thraugh Ilis death. WVe are te thane 11mw fer
ort afftctions; thry are sent as bleutngs. %Ve are ta lie
profourdty conscicus ai the perionaltty ai Cht lit. IVe re-
jaîce te bring or juja to am. Aiter glancing britily ut
vastsous motives for gîvîng. M r. P>arsons showed that truc gtv.
ing haci nothing ta do with un'vcrthy motives. Gad bce-
slowvsacccrdisg ta tht measure ai giving. No Chutch that
adapteci tht principle ai givtng lacîccît prospetisy. Thry ai-
ways had ptcnty oi money. ti 'as sa wih ancient Isrzel.
Ait eutpsue tht laraclites' flrst.horn 'vert spared ;
they àeogc aGd Insteaci cf tht finît -burai, tht corn-
mand as tlied by tht seleciion of ane tribe, Levi, tu
maintaîn tht sacted service. Every ont land ta redeem his
hnast.born. Se, tac, :hrjsttan parents ought ta dedicate
their ions ta tht service ai Gud in the Gospel ot 1Mis Son.
Tht Ctiurch cught mn furnish ils minuatrv. They auRht ta
Cive tht redemptin moncy ai thein firt.born. oi haid a
lien on liant chîlci. A ver ditifenent seatiment tram ibis
prevails. l'copie say *1 1 cars do as 1I plear.." There att a
thousand ministera 'vante i n Canada and the Unitedl States.
Gcil 'ilI pethaps raise tliem out ai tht bOwtst. Set how
l le bleuses the labours af b1sady andi Sanlcey. Why i Bc-
cause tht Chuich has been *ecteaunt. Lhnmst chose as lits
apostîts twetve uneducaied men. There was net a dnctor
of dîvintty in aIl jeiur.alem fit te prew.h the Gospel. I tas
because ai the Church's failute te Cive te the Lord. God's
poieeist net Iiniteci, it is aur obligation. %V'ben nieney is
asked for tht Lard, it is loaked an as a species ai b>eggfirg.
lias ne begging. jesus Christ says, Il liw much have I
dont for yau. what are you giving forani M?"I Tht 'vholt
prohlcm is slved 'vhea thet tuc sitea entera the beat. Il hlaw
muzh levest thau, wbaî hait thau dont for Me?"

3. Tht measure af tht service is Ilas hie ia able." XI
maust bc hatait giving. If y-nu are in debi, if ynu awe
moncy, GOc docs nt want il. Gmving must bc tht afisprinr
et yaur delight in Christ. Think af what yau have bet:m
saveci tram. When a person bias recciveci a tavaur hie is
gratifled. la anything due te God fur protectioni Arc wc
net rcemv-ing tram Ilim weck by wec, day by day ? The
piactice of tht primitive Church wau ta lay astde on the tirsi
daycf tht weehc. The Church 'as neyer ro îhîsty as itx'as
thens; thosagh reyer se paon as in tht first threc centuries.
WVhen t i.snonty increasecd tht Chuich lest lis power. In
giviag ta Geci believe Mlis wcid, put il te tht test. lie

love I le leted. The lArd*i love teallzed In the hetr' k
the tiue btisi of ail %ci% of waiship. Gosi ls ta ticat you as

"lu it film, andI 1le sa the larcer Civer. lie osns evety-
îhlng. Quî,ting the s.asge. For le know the grace ci
out Loird Jeus Chîlîit," etc.. bit. Parsons illustrated tl by the
ealî of the icîlemptian cf the wiqlnw's son. There is
no limitation on (n.".% ipait. it av an cuis. Every (sculty oif
budy and naini carsbtille il ly God'a becicence. Glving
ts a grestri lpleilng abatn receivîr. . Afier rlvlng several
Illuttatsions cf ibis ptlnciple. hc thowel how miserable Il
%VAS fur people trylng ta tait thematîves wlth sellith comtuits,
clusing the dîscaursc wîth the iollowing alîîuiolstte lies

"l thy crisse cf comfort wastlsag il Iit and share it wlth
assotier.

Andi thioaîgh aIl the years cf famine It shaîl serve thee and
uand thy lîrother ;

L.ove divine wtll fil thy storeheuse, or thy haadful stilI
rcncw :

Scanty fart fur ont will allen mnale a royal teast fer two.

For tht litt gtows rich in givîng ; &Il lis wealth Is living
grain

Seedi, vllicb mildew in tht gainer, scattered, 611 wlth gold
the plain.

la thy buntena lian antI haravy ? Do thy %lep% drag wettîly?
Jî,Clip ta lies mhy tb.uthcr's busiers God wall heur bath it

unît ttitt.

Nunîb andI weaiy un the mounitaîns, wc-«Id'it thnu ileci,
amîdst thetmoisit

tha(e chat (ratec faim beside there, --à togehr bath 2as»
gluw.

Ait thou strichien in ies 1batt!e ; uiany a'ounded round
tîce mocmli

Lavish an thesr %%concis thy balsama, andi abat bains shaîl
beal thine awr.

Is thy brait a Weil ldft empty? None but Goac ils vold
cans 611;

Nathing but a ceaseleas faunitin con ils ceasclesa longing
still.

la thy brait a living puwer ? Selt-entwined lis strerîgth
sinki luiv;

Tt can .nly live in luving. and by serving lave will grow."
Afier proyer anumer Dus anneuncements 'vet made. whlch

lndicated the varied and wclI equipped otgmnmzaiions for
rilicient Christian wu'rk mn the conMmcegatians. bit. Pasaons
thbn charactirinically said. I Let us worship Gad by making
our usual contribution."

Mr. Parsons is a native cf East Haddam, Ct., wbere
bis father, tht Rev. Isaac Parsons, was paster of tht
Congregational church for tht long permed cf forty
years. Henry M. Parsons studied at Yale CoUege,
wbere hie graduated in 1848. For the next three ytars
hie vas cngaged mn teaching, having laea appointeci te
tht classical schoel a% Lynne, Ct, andi afterwards ta
tht Academy nt Richmond, V'a. Ht recesved bis
theolagical education nt tht Connectictut Theological
Instituîe, graduating in 1854. In the samo year,
licensed ta preach tht Gospel, hie was called.to tht
pastoral eversight ef the Fmrst Congregational Church,
Springfietd, Mass., heing ordained in November of
that year. Mere hte remnained tIl 1870, when hapras
settted as asseciate paster of Union Churcb, Spring-
field, M ass. In 1874 hie resigned this charge te galber
and organîze Olivet Church, Bastc.t. After e".celtent
work in tht latter charge, lie receiveci a call te
Lafayette Presh> terian Church, B3uffalo, where hie was
.ettled imn 1877, continuing titi called te Knox Church.

Mr. Parsons' mmnmstry as cminently practical Ht
is an indefatigahît worker. Mis efforts at gond doing
are large. mnany-sîded and effective. Recently has
begun a Sabbath aiterneen meeting for Bible study,
and large numbers attend, taking a deep nterest in
the subjecis selecteci fer consideration. This is a de-
pariment of Christian werk that with tht Divine bless-
ing cannot fai! te hc very prohitable ta tht large nuni-
ber ef people wbo assemble for the study of the sacred
Scrîptures. Mr. P>arsons evideratly undtrstands the
practical spiritual wants of our time, and bis large
sympathies qualiy hîm for the exercise cf a futful
mnirist ry. __________
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Ov bs..*.. Z~AY. B.A., %VOOOSTOC&C. A'TIek op '« lsu4airnu %
X0540.0 INiVENTION.'

Froin 1he Christian Standar-d.

Mr, ED)iToR,- Tberc is ont thing in which you
excel mosi wrlters, even immnersionists. Tht unhesi-
tating confidence with which yau make your state-
ments is really rema-kable. These statements are
net infrcquently botb logically and chronologicaly
absurd ; yet yeu make thetnwth as match compoeure
as if tbey werc the utterance-, cf tht Divine Spirit. The
argument cf " confident assertion » is ont in wbich
jnimtrsioîisst writers geritrally are very poecrfui, be-
cause with a certain arder of mincis it la se patent.
But you, sir, cught te be aware that a considerahle
number cf yotir readers have copies cf my book in
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