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te pulpit on te occasion ô( their pitstor* anniver.
tairy ; white on anoather occasion, because a solo was

%"Dng, a limely " piiar of ti churclit" Rot up andi waikcd
o'ut . he we,îder w.,13tglialite roof diln't fail In- -bui
hdidn't.

Of ceiurte thcrt lire limuits toi innovations , but It Is
oocil ta :cnienbcr il<tthec Is no progrels svlthout
î'tcinvation. Inntovation ls oniy a poiysyllAbic syno-
ilytn for chatnge . andi change in ccclesinstcal ns wel
as seccilar aflriirs is tue Silice of Ilire wici Riv~e% il
mactch of ils flavour. lut tue question naituraliy ariscs,
Ilail we htave change in our chttrches? Not (or its
oni ske, nor wh)crc il Es not cnaiied for, ccuîainly
tant ; but fur tae sake of a pleasing variety dcsired by
yuung anel roid j wly not!? WC demand variety iEn
tiilitant we titi, #ad sc>, rnd lienr, in aur îîhensuresand
orcîp.attmons ; andi we should tire ct nature toero lier

c) nomcina ever tRia snnme. WC dla net lierot ;îlcaî for
oct'aseIess change nnd variety ; but only for an clas.
ticity and a frecdoin which shiah àiecurc whatcver of
variaîY ma> be desircd, wich shtll %%ehcure ail acces.
sortes, witeîhcr fawers, or tiCcorattans, or variet>. in
the service, or a festival. -or wha.-tcvcr miay toiake the
church En ai Its appainîments a clicety, clcrful, att-
tractive clîurch, fittcd to emîîhifixeand commcnd tue
joyousnesà of a jomous and yet snkmiin Cliristiinit>.
Such a churct %viil not have te pantin tavr tue problim
îvherc ils yaung people have goe, for it ivill ftnd thtcni
wiitin ils own doors.-Chrisiin ai Il-ork.

PRII YEU AiEET*INCS-ilI4RRED OR

The prayer meting ina>. tin>. caisn to be rcgairded
as second only ta the pulpit in te spiritual lite and
grawth ot a Christiatn church. Saune wouid Rive it
the first place ; fr, while otan>. churches have maan-
aged, te kecp alive without a pastor, none htave evcr
been ablie ta lt'e long without a public service of
prayer. If prayer is te vital breath of ltae Christian,
il is equal. te vital breath ot a church.

In mari> cotigregatians the paliait service on the
Sabbath Es fair in advancc cf the devotionai services
during the week. The one depend.i lpon the mental
andi spiritual sagacit>. af a single mari ; thé other dec-
pends upon the spiritual condition af moan> people.
Il comnintl>. requires tire presence or sevcrail sensible
people le make a good prayer meetintg; but it is En
the power of one or two wcak-hcadcd and troublesome
people ta mar it niost wvrcîchedly. Certain persans
of this sort will cerne mbt a meeting as maths fi>. irita
à candle. The>. stick there like the mnollis; but, in.-
stead of being scorched te. death, liîey neari> extin-
guist lte meeting. Now, Et is tht imperative duty or
tihe pastor or the condiactor of the irneling ta dent
with such brethren oîost tranki>.. If self-concciî niakes
the brother so Iraubiesame, thcn liant seif-conceit
sltould bc kind>. rebuked. If ha offend ignorantl>.,
theri bis ignorance s'iould be kiadly carrected. l'he
mari who has nlot enough sense or conscience ta take
a hiat gratetully will nevoer be tf n>. value te a devo-
tanal meeting. Some Raolld people mar a meeting
waîhaut tnteading il. For ex.oMple, one fiaiernt brother
gels ta mionopaiztng the lime b>. the Enordinate fre-
quency or the înordtnaîte iength cf his utterancés. I
once had an excellent church iiober whta spoke
reguiariy nt evcry prayer service t«and it reqatires a
very full mani ta do titat profltzkby). 1 frankiy tld
hlli that lhe was croA ding oathers out cf their riglits ;
-and aiso suggested that ha might better address the
Aimighty in petilion sometimes, instend et always ad-
drcssing bis neighbours in exhortation. He accepted
the hint kind>. anti rcfonmed. Sanie good speakers
wouid bc listened ttp more eagerly if they relievcd their
taiks wiuth more frequcat 1"flashes cf silence."

A prayer meetîing is somnetimes mnred b>. aimhess-
ness, bath in thh: nadresses ta tue Lord -and te eacit
ather. Brother A îalks -about faith, and barother B
about the Pestilence ail Memphtis, and brothcr C about
-no oaae can exacîl>. tell whant; and lte prayers go
off about as tain>. rnt randlem as tltc squibs which the
boys lire on the Fourth of Jul>.. One iicthod of cor-
recting this -aimiess difruseness and cf compacting the
service Es ta select anmd anncunce befcrcband sorte
profitable topic for discussion. This Miay be even
stlected by the leader and announced cri tht previcus
Sabbath. Theri everybody has some definite object
ta aim at ini bis remarks. Tkien tht whole service
hangs together like a flerece of wooi, anmd thre Es
spiritual instruction afforded, as Weil as a kindling cf
devotional feeling b>. a study of God's tnuths. If a

compan>. of Citnistians will caretully cliicus% SuC, a
practical tepic as IlQbeylng the Conscience," or surît
a passage as te twcnty.tlîird lsalm, or lthe pitablc
of the whent tirai Ille tares, thie> cannai but bc In.
structcd anti strenglhecd. Food fur devatien wvili bc
furnsiei andi boît% lte praying and te speaking ivili
bc directed "atl a mtark." ot course, itis airange-
ment neD olt hoop a meeting au with I!on, or fonbid
an>. one freont prcsenting somte speciai rcquesl or sotnc
niatter ot imotediate interest glit lies near Itis hcart.
Thea moment glait nny systein of mattagetment kilîs te
Irctiomn or tue fanil> gaîhaerlng aI the inency Scat,
tîten tha systens shotild bc aialod. A cast, iran rigitl.
it>. tua> bcans fat-il la the meeting aimiesi vetbia.è C
If tîte Spirit cf Oaci is present ooî;lî great. pawcr, thlre
i., no danger (romi cubher quarter. '*lietrcfoie tita
nias! effectuai clare for an inv.uId prayer meeting is go
open the lE1ts anti the itarts ia fervenît supplication for
te Ir.carnng of the Hly> Spirit.

There ntay ba cases in whirh a mneetinmg is serioausi>
disîunbcd b>. tha tnwciconie tîctrances cf pcrsons
witose citaraorter Es more than doubtfu!, aimd wli ti c.
site ta gain a cliîeap repuisition for piety by taking
part in praycr and exhortations. Suci tratîgnassers
sitaulai bc frank>. lnfôrmned tiant <lie> ltait beffter re-
nmain silent tii <bey are ready ta open tueuir lips in
hoîîest confession. Mn. 'tMoody pîithily says liant IlaI
min*wîo pays fîfty cents on lte dollar wviten lie coutl
pay one itundred cents on the dollar fitad better kecp
stili." To canfcss flagrant wrong-doing En a soci.al
meeting is no easy lhing ; but 1 once lîcard a mari (Io
Et in a way titant net cnly thnilled the assenthi>, but
btouglit a ricli blcssing on hais awn saul and reinstated
itm in tite position which lie h:d lest. Staccre con-

fession to God or Io aur (ellowpien flis a prayer roont
with an odeur as swel as that et lte brokeri alabaster
box in lte btouse of Siiori.the laper. lt ditue is a
species et waordy and windy paradirag of onc's own
ilaw(ui guiltinesi " which cal>. nauseates lte auditors
andi cannot impose upio God. It is a terrible t)ting
ta tll lies En te name eftîhe Lord. Wlta-tcver cire
bc tua faitits et our prayen services, Ict îlîem ba de.
livered from pious fraud anmd soiemin falseltood.-Bravity sbauld bc rigorously enrorced in the lîrayer
meeting, cxcept in those rare cases where an indi-
vidual is speakîng sa evidentiy uncler lthe Divine WVas.
dem tiat Et would ha a sin ta app> lte gag-haw. 1-ive
minutes is cemînonly long ettougît for an idglrcss and
ttroe muinutes for a prayer. The niedel fur Our Peli.
tien% whiciî aur Lord lias taught us dlos not consumte
half a mimnutte ;aîîd even tliant wondertul iritercessar.
prayer which lie elteéred for I-is toletters ori ta
ntght cf I-las betrayal, occupied Just twenty.six sen-
tentcs. We titnisters ton oftît transgress ini illean.
peliztitg titot at. our pcpie's devotienal meetings. it
ts their meeting. WC bave ample eppontunl>. fon
ile exposition on the Sabbatiî. If the social rlacet.

ing lias broken down under the weight cf long, heavy
precachînents. it is lime il wene mended. An ener-
getic leader cano dlais by. a Prompt tap of a bell or a
kind word cf mtonitin. Wlîen the service takes t00
continousl>. tua (crin cf exhortations, hc tnay prit.
deahl>. suggast that " sae brate: (or sister, in Chîrist
simuli citer pnatyenY The face cf a prayer meeting
should always bt kept toward the diront. ThortorIr
L. Cuy/er, 1))..

PAUL ÏV'EVER DISrENCIPelNTED.

But there are ne coitiplainîs, no murînuirs-there iý
netlîing queruilous or dcpnessed En thosa words cf St.
Paul. If the Pastoral Episties, nad above ail this
ane, were net genuine, the>. must have been writtcm
by oea wto nlot cal>. possesscd the Miost perfect liter-
an>. skill, but who had aIso entencd with consunomate
insight mia tue chancter anmd teant cf Paul-ot PatIl
-but net cf ondinany in, even of endinar>. great
nmen.. The characteristic cf wariing lite Es disencitant-
ment, a sense cf inexorable wea-tnaess, a setîse of in-
cvitab le disappointment. WVe trace Et iii Elijait -and
John the Biplist; wc trace Et in Miarcus Aurelius; we
trace it in Francis of Assisi ; ire trace il En Rager
Blacon ; we trace Et: En Luther. AhI in vain ! We
have lived, humnanlv speatking, ta littie or no purposc.
«Ve are not better than curfaiiens." "Art îhou He

titat should cerne, er do we look for aitother?» I
shili dia, and people wili say, Il Ve are glati ta gèt rid
cf lths schoolmasler.»" "Mly,oî-*.r s more t hall I cao
maniage." "lMenar annet worth tht trouble I have taken
for thcin.1 "WVê must lake men aiswe lad theni,.tnd
cannaI change ilheu nature.' Ta soîne suc6 efrect

1t-tve il these vrent men, and ma i>.ohers, %poken.
lthe> have becit ttteni>. disîllusioned; îhcy have heert
larlineti raltier ta chec-k tue zolth, te cur) lthe cailttt
Lt%ttm, t> darke i vii Ille .1)illoru cfxpt-nîenrc the
radiant litpes cf their yotuager foliowers. If la an>.
mari stlaria a scase of disappointmenî -suci a cnnvic-
lion titat Illfe Est too halai fon us.. ail tliant wc cannot
olîaka ait te Crusihmng wcigit of tIl-% mtic-otl
Ii-tv aven been excusable. tt wnuid hava been su En St.
Péaut. WViat visible su-ress hland ha achieved? 'lie
touiding cfa faw chîrctîcs oI wltîciî tue ntaity %veto
alrocady cold te ii ; in vitî.h lit saw lis cfiT't* being
qslswly tinderminedl bî hcrectial teatchcrs whc mvlaivi e
t)eiitg sîthjcctcd ta <ha îicry ordeal or terrible lIersecul-
tiens. Tu the failli et Cltnit lie saw glialt the tiu
was utîcrhy hostile. It was arrayiîîg ia.inst thia trn%,s
ail its intellect and ahi its power. l'ie Christ rcttitcd
n-'t : anmd wltat could lis <loves dla ntung Serpetel,
I-lus slîcep rimoag wolves ? The va:>. Dame " ClrEs.
tian" liait mow ceinte ta bc rcgandcd as syriont-tiaus
with crimîttal ; and Jew and PiigAm-lke 1'watcr Witm
ire tIn raja reconcic<i,» amid saline great starm-wec
unlled En commuon liastit>.y ta the trutits he precteh.
And wviat ladt lie personally gained ? WVcalth ? 1le
is absalutel>. deitendent on the chance gifls oft ciates.
I'ower P At li% wvorst Dotcl therc htall net beeri ona
tntcnd tu staind b>. lis side. Lave? lie hail icarmtt
b>. bitter expenience Iîow few ltera %vore whîa wcre mtot
ashamed ta civil hin En hic toiser-. And new aller
nih-ifte.- ait glial lie iîad sumffereu, ntter ail titat lie hatl
donc-whlat iras lais conditionP lie ivas a1 lnc>.
pnisoner, awftiting a nialefactors end. W~hnt was tht
sîtm total ai eartl> goods lit the long discase, and
the long labeur of liEs life,hiad brouiglit hlm En? An aId
cloaik anti saina bocks. AndI yet in what spirit <lacs
ha write taTimoh>-? Dots he coimpliin othishird-
ships? Ioes hie regret hls lite? Dots he dninp th
courage of is ytnger fniend b>. teiiing hEm tîtat al.
nias! ever. cathl>. hope Es donmcd ta failune, andi
that ta stnuggle agalost ittmari wickedaess Es a

truitîcssrtglit? Net so. His iast lettenis fan marc cf
a oi,-iiti tan a miserere. For hinîseif the battit Es
aven, the race Es rita, the treasure safel>. guardeti.
Tht day's wcrk in tht Master's vineyard Es wcii nfgh
ovcr nooo. WVhen Et Es finished, wlîcn he has catcned
tht Maistcr's presence, then and thene-not lite or
noav -gîtait lie receive the crewn et rigiitecausness antI
the unspeakabie ntwa-di. And se liEs hetter te TErn-
tby is ail je>. and encouragenical evea in the îtîidst cf
intîtrn sr.dness. It Es tht yotng man's hiesint, n0t lte
caai mam'ruis lian as tailad. Il Es Timoîheus, not Paul,
whtu Es In danger cf yieiding la hangotîr and tiiîuidit>-.
anti forgcîting that tht Spirit whirh Gad gave was ana
ot et tean but of power, and et lave, antI cf a sound

nîind. IlBean titen, azi1ictions with Ile. le strong ia
time grace of jesuts Christ. Fan up the flatot En titose
wvlitiing cmlbers OF ze,11 ami tcurage. Bor a goed
soidien, a truc atîltiea a diligent toiler. D)o yeu hink
of nu> chils and cf ni>. iîadships? The>. are ne-
tlîing, nct worth a word or a, thought. B3e braye. lie
nmot asîiod. We aIre weak antI may> ha defeatted;
but tieverthclcss God's taundatian stane stands sure
wii tht double legrrnd apon t-ont cf conitont, one
of exhortation. Ble tou stnang anti faitittul, my> son
riiuioth>., even tinte deatti." Saidoes lie handl %o tht
dear but tîîmid racer the tarch cf trutît which in buis
own grasp, ulînougli the long torch-racc cf his lite, lie
cow.irdice land hiddem, no carclessncss lad dimnîed,
uto stort and quenctcd. " Gloniaus Apostie ! woutd
titat every leader's vale cauid btanst, as lie fals, ino
such a triuuipet sourid, îlîriiling the yaung heants tiaat
pant iii the gocd figlit, anti muast tever despain et final
victory.' Vus, aven goe:

' lapes have pncarieu% lire;
Tmcy arc att bligltîti, withercti. saapped stecr aif
la vigortous youth, andi turnocul ta raîtenncss;,
But 4.sIhfulnet ea,, ftAi on sujrtr-n,,

Ati4kliecs-Farrar'j Si. !'aui

rt y. mavemeat. against expenstvc fumilerais seems te
ha rapidly gaini ng groumd tin tte States. lieclergyttit n
et St. Luatis, et vanieus dcaotninations, we observe,
have IaId>. adopted resohutions on tht subject, in
which lte>. express their regret tat bcncaved familirs
shouid bc subjected ta unnecessar>. expense b>. tlist
pnavauiting tuneral customs. Maere cendemnato y-
nesohutians, hnwcver, wiil do littie gond unlcss soute
citectivel>. practical steps bc taken. Ia Canada there
is as much necd for bonue movemneat cf the kind as
elsewhere. N~o ont, lîowcversens inclrned to ;nake
a boginning.
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