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O ot y T either at private parties, or else at
on pla';"o’,‘,“t’;“" Very few grounds are turfed.
ang t ® gravel, which is watered and

o pl © 8un having baked it, it is some-
ing

8ying on a brick flooring. People

bo' of an Sort of way, as if it was even too
over, 1 i 8xertion holding their mallets;
Quigg mr’htl & capital vehicle for closing a little
‘ﬂq’.‘m 1:“: 88 algo an excuse for a stroll
hg.% t0 the refreshment tent, and hav-
thepu?g& Some people will persist in

%d of children, There is quite a back-
Yhije ever;yah' and bearers carrying babies,
ore gy, DOW and then a precocious infant

M that anced age dashes in and carries off
Ast tpie"laps has just been put into posi-
gets d; 100 hot to play much vefore six,
b faisheq b Tk an hour after, games have to
h:g "‘“'V!-ntay the light of lanterns, which na-
Ve no ens carry about. Poor things! they
:h.,, Mmy time of it, called hither and thi-
hegy face . stinging blow do they get on
tBoglq g, 20 ankles from hard hit balls, I
°‘( tighy BK that they were glad that the days
hﬂe, ‘h":‘;quetlng had passed away. Mean-
o Play, it adles who are too elderly or too lazy
!e"‘dai, of &part and indulge in a little quiet

Dot always the most good-natured
he.,ﬁﬂOn.

s
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R Mrg, Mrs, Col. Chutney is so shocked to
hug ulwar does not live happily with
he ¢, 3bang
kno.. & and all that, you know. Mrs, Curry
Y s‘l“" Mrs. Godown 1Is going to give &
A oallyy e thought so yesterday, for when she
(n‘“ve t&lg On her, she saw two or three disnees
lors) in the verandah making up ball
Uy doghy op.° Materials must have been bought,
oireq g 8P, from a hawker, s she had in-
Ing ‘bontboth the shops, and they knew noth-
b box w:ﬂ and she was certain she had had
thay e, from England. She seht her ayah
Gy £ to find out all about it from Mrs,
lng o to She pitied her, as she had been try-
hep et those three daughters of hers off
lajy aa ts. It was bard lines for her, particu-
et e 1086 girls had brought out with them
g, fro ing trousseaux on spec, when they
o, I their school in England four years
hag beog"’OVer, she heard that, as the dresses
&brj "Me yollow and spotted, Jamjee and
Qgyy of ¢ taken thiem from her in part pay-
it Waq mgslr bill, which was a very large one,

“\z,; have g pjce little theatre too, well vent-
Ysgeny 4 Commodious. The drop scene s
'Q,, my Painted, and has the conventional
]y°‘1ntalns, and Italian villas, with gor-
Sy 1-Aressed, lackadalsical people lolling
A mthe foreground, playing guitars. With
Mm 8rrangement of flowers and ferns, the
lak, P Um looks very pretty. Performances
O ey ® Usually every six weeks, two months,
%‘mﬂ“ longer intervals, shonld the ever-
Fing! Inhabitants be of a non-theatrical turn
thy ve, The acting in some instances is above
Wayy 7886, but the great drawback is the
d’“‘nm 8ctresses; some trumpeter or youthful
L,d‘a F has to take the part of a Rosalind or
%‘%’Lanxuish, and though painstaking
’Btt.e, Yet a deficlency or redundaney of the
& g ether with a gruff voice, well-squar-
Wy hot?ﬁ" and thick waist, spoil the effect, to
bugt Dg of transient glimpses of anything
X6 ney, kling ankles. However, the spectators
Q“‘Od-v“y critioal, and there is always plenty
ThO!'o applause.
M &re several balls during the year,
he *glment gives one or two, then the
Yary, 14 °"™ 81Ve one, and the married people re-
Ewmmmry balls are similar to those in
Wigh, an inasmuch as the rooms are decorated
b‘%‘ﬂ the spare arms and flowers that can
h Bed; but what is especially noticeable
Py Paucity of ladies to the number of gentle-
Arg = Even in the most favoured places they
.‘;ne to three, There is a tale told, that
At the 1,20 Up-country station a ball wasgiven,
“‘“‘lo last moment, lady after lady semt an
Reps th Whooping cough, measles, or what not,
Wm at home, watching over their little
eve, » One spin—the only one in the place—
thy wa, %, Went., To her horror, she found that
"ery 8 the only lady in the room. There were
Wory " & hundred gentlemen present, and these
Wthe%"dlng round, asking for the pleasure
Bhe h:;“ dance. It was too much for her.
anng only lately arrived from KEngland.
9 tgg, Wildly about her, she burst into a flood
™, and had to be removed. It is a lucky
D 8 gtation can boast of a ball-room
' ed floor, In & great many places
Over theve 10 such a thing, Canvass stretched
but @ floor, and chalked, 1s the substitute;
13
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t‘\n; 8 very indifferent one, as it is always
Somg th:.‘h" Seams come unsown, and down
r°V'xlwm‘hneem. However, a tailor, with a
hh,“d:' threaded and stuck in his turban,
b"«nn Dess, and speedily repairs the damage,
%0 2% 18 & mistake, I think, in Indis. It is
"‘ﬁy .°v°n under & punkah; and it is not a
My, snifht to see Captaln Jones and the lovely
?uln' N th Waltzing past you, the perspiration

°’ldg,.n torrents down their faces. 1 don’t
s‘hlh.. % the Hindoos' astonishment &t the
Nngy b:"' m of dancing, and thinking how
Tor them!"“ their plan was of having it done

::‘ ‘n::o'}f dinner parties given by the differ-

X has to be taken on the part of the
Y8elf geen, repeatedly, the host walk-
a,‘*’??:: € room with an Army List to refer
R ‘h.nd““ of his guests’ commissions ; but
Biar o 28 d0es not always succeed, coming
k“‘ﬁd %v” relative rank., Kach guest 18 ex.
Flog his own servant to wait upon

i she's such a nice little body, but’

4 Ues ar affairs. The.
h‘,.t‘::t care e very ponderous
lnz“g .]::Went any mistake as to precedence.,
to

him; if he did not do so, the chances of his get-
ting anything to eat would be small, as each
servant endeavours to get something for his
master first. The competition is carried on in
a very lively and spirited manner outside the
dining-room door, and has to be repressed in a
peremptory way by the head butler. It is
getting very much the fashion for the gentle-
men to leave the table at the same time as the
ladies—a good practice, particularly as the wine
is often very doubtful. The remainder of the
evening is spent in much the same way as it is
at home; then, the guest senior in rank having
taken his departure, the remainder can file
away as quickly as possible,

Society is ever changing in India. In three
or four years you will be the oldest inhabitant
of the station. Regiments leave, civilians are
promoted, others go home, and the place knows
them no more, fresh faces appearing to fill up
the gaps. Some ladies, on leaving for England,
have a curious custom of selling off their old
clothes. They send round their butlers with a
price list, and coolies carrying the things them-
selves; 80, if you feel desirous of purchasing a
little memento of dear Mrs. Soandso,®you can
do so, from her Sunday bonnet down to her
crinoline. In bygone years there was a great
many more particularities in the customs of
Anglo-Indian Society; but as the facilities of
returning home increased, and people availed
themselves of them, they became more civil-
ized, and one by one these customs dropped
into desuetude. But of those that still exist,
I have endeavoured to give a slight, and I fear
an imperfect, sketch that perhaps may amuse
the reader.
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ENTERTAINING STRANGERS.

The conventionalities of soclety are often
made {0 cover negleet which is without excuse.
‘We stand on our dignity and wait for introduc-
tions and opportunities, when we should dis-
pense with the one and create the other. The
chill that comes upon one’s heart in a strange
place is nowhere so icy as when one in the midst
of & great congregation feels that no man cares
for his soul. The very contracts in the assumed
brotherhood of all the race, the oneness of
Christians, the fellowship of the saints with
the actual frigidity and silence and lack of sym-
pathy, either make the stranger stay away from
the house of God or rob the service of its
power. We talk about the communion of saints,
and yet while sitting at the very table of the
Lord we are as careful to observe the prescrib-
ed rules of social intercourse as though we were
in a railway carriage.

To a certain extent this is the inevitable out-
growth of regulations essential to the welfare of
society, but it is quite possible for persons really
at peace with God and in charity with their
fellow-men, to show more attentior. to strangers,
without in the least compromising their own
social status or drawing upon themselves un-
profitable acquaintances. As an illustration of
this, we quote from a conversation with a friend,
a journalist, who went with his family to the
country during the heated season last year,
“We took a seat,” sald he, “in a Dissenting
church quite far back. Nobody spoke to us, Nq
one asked us to sit farther forward. But one
lady called on us. And there we stayed four
months, attending church regularly, and mak-
ing but a single acquaintance.” These were
people of intelligence, of virtue, of piety, capa-
ble of giving and receiving a great deal of plea-
sure in social intercourse, That church and
that neighbourhood lost a great deal by not cul-
tivating their acquaintance.

Country people are apt to think that city folks
look down on their rustic ways and thelr
homely style of living; that they plume them-
selves on their refinement, their ignorance of
rural labour, and their superior intelligence.
But such is the diffusion of knowledge by the
dally and weekly press, by telegraph and rail-
way, that country people who read the papers
are as well informed as their city relations, and
the free-and-easy way of couatry living, the
openness of house, the roominess, the spacious-
ness of garden, fleld, and forest, more than make
up to most city people for the exact and finish-
ed though contracted mode of city life,

There are many people of wealth and fashion
who carry with them into the country all the
society they wish; but the greater number of
those who seek quiet rural resorts would be
glad to exchange courtesies with their summer
neighbours; and we are persuaded that both
parties would be greatly benefited by this inter-
change. «I make it a rule,” said a plain Chris-
tian woman, a most beneficent and usefu® «old
maid,” now in the spirlt World, « when I see a
stranger in church the second time always to
speak to her,” Our heart Warms now ag we re-
member the kindliness of her manner, which
made us feel thal We Were not entirely strange
in a strange church. .

A large proportion Of OUr Successful city men
were country boys Who learned how to milk,
to weed in the garden, t0 hoe turnips, and to dig
potatoes. Thelir mothers understood the mys-
teries of butter churning and cheese making,
and were practically familiar with all the indus-
tries of the farmbouse. These men enjoy re-
newing their acquaintance with country modes
of life, and are very far, if they are ‘sangible
men, from feeling themselves in any manner
above the sturdy and honest farmer.

Where country People, not from wyjgar cu.
rlosity or love of g088lp, but from a feejing of
pure clvility or courtesy, make advanceg to oity
visitors, they will rarely if ever bg repulsed.

Few there are but are glad to add to thejr cir-

cle of acquaintances and friends those who are
really kind and intelligent; and many there
are who feel hurt at the neglect they suffer
from socleties to which their presence would
lend a charm, and from which they might re-
ceive lasting good. ¢ Forget not to entertain
strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares,”— Home Journal,
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HARDENING OF DRIED PEAS IN BOILING.

——

‘While some peas become soft in boiling, others
become horny and hard, and it has been a ques-
tion whether this is due to the peas or to the
water. Professor Ritthausen examined two sam-
ples of peas, one said to become soft on boiling,
and the other hard, and on boiling them in dis-
tilled water found these characters substantiated.
The analysis of their ashes gave :—

Soft. Hard.
Phosphate of lime...... 10.77 10.41
Phosphate of magnesia 8.14 } 18.91 15 55 }28‘98
Phosphate of potassa.,, 59.74 37.43
Sulphate of potassa..... 8.10 14.80
Chloride of potassium.. 4.72 6.23
Potash......ceiveis cerreens  — 11.47
Phosphoric acid........... 4,48 —

From this we see that the soft-boiling peas con-
tain a considerably greater amount of phosphate
of potasssa, a smaller percentage of phosphatic
earths, and more phosphoric acid than the other
kind, which, for their part, are richer in the
earth.phosphates, poorer in other phosphoric
compounds, and contain an excess of potash.
In the action of water on those peas poor in
phosphoric acid, that harden on boiling, the
legumine, which is present in large quantity,
although partially combined with the excess of
potash, has also its function. It is decomposed,
with the separation of & compound of lime or
magnesia, which becomes horny on heating,
and brings about the hardening referred to. Cold
water extracts from the meal of those peasthat
boil soft, 4.24 per cent. of soluble legumine,
while from the hard-boiling kinds only 1.73 per
cent. can be derived. The difference in the
amounts of nitrogen and sulphur was so slight,
that the hardening could not be ascribed either
to a larger amount of albumen or of sulphuric
acid. Some Kkinds of peas, however, represented
as hardening on bolling, softened when boiled in
distilled water; and analysis of their ashes gave
nearly the same results as with those of the
other character,

THE ENGLISH HEAVY SWELL.

I have a friend (confesses a London writer to
the Boston Post)—though I do not boast of him
—who is a simon-pure man of fashion. He {8
the second son of a lord, and has an income of
five thousand pounds a year. Of course he is
not 8o ungentlemanly as to engage in any occu-
pation; I fear the old baron, his father, would
make short work of his five thousand if he
dared to hint a purpose of going ¢into trade.”
And what does he do? He seems to be the
most enviable of men, for I never saw mortal
more perféctly content with everybody, him-
self included. As his daily career is a type of
that of high London society in general, I will
sketoh it for you. In his person he represents,
more perfectly and exhaustively than any one
I know, the spirit of aristocratic I.ondon in the
season. He rises in his rooms in the Albany
at half-past 8, and breakfasts at the Junior
Carlton, close by; skims the 7'imes and chats
with his boon companions till ten o’clock.
Promrytly with that hour his groom appears
with the sleekest of chestnuts, which he mounts
and makes for Rotten Row. There he flirts,
hears the latest gossip, books a wager for the
Derby, and takes an hour's brisk canter. From
the park he goes to lunch—not to the Junior
Carlton, but to some West End house; likely
enough. he dropsin to lunch with Lady Blanche,
and then goes to lunch a second time with
Lady Amelia—that is, lounges at lunch time
into perhaps half a dozen houses, where he
takes a nibble at the delicacies and has a re.
freshing chat. The afternoon is full of engage-
ments; it 18 a féte champltre at Richmond or
Putney, a match of cricket at Lord’s, a race on
the Thames, a royal breakfast party in the
gardens ot Buckingham Palace or Windsor, a
crack game of billiards at the club, a meet of
the hounds at Middlesex, a drive into Kent or
Surrey, an hour at the Exhibition, a pleasant
little party to the Academy, or a whitebalt
dinner at Greenwich. In the evening his brain
is in a perfect muddle what, among so many
things, todo. There is Pattl a8 Desdemona at
Covent Garden, and there 18 the bewitching
Ilma di Murska as Margaret of Valois at Drury
Lane; there is Dumas’ ¢ Diane de Lys” at the
Princess’s, and «The Wandering Jew” at the
Adelphi. But Lady Tompkins is going to give
an ¢“at-home,” and the Countess of Cranberry’s
ball must not be neglected; there is a musical
soirée at Bir Titus Tite’s, and the masque at
Banbury House; Cremorne, With its lanterns
and song and free and easy frolic, is tempting,
and not less 5o Tom Hopkins's bachelor «pupch,”
8o our man of faghion, Whom practice has
made subtly perfect, dresses himself ingeniously
with a view to a variety of projects. He drops
for a while into his box at Covent Garden; and
makes a tour of the boxes of higacquaintances.
Here he sees no more than 80y plebian may
see for half a crown; who, from his perch in
the “amphitheatre,” may g8%6 dOWn upon the
most daxzlng array of dress, jéwels, fashion and
rank in Europe. Covent Garden on & night in

the mid-geason is wonderfnl; everybody enjoys
himself; and the theatre 18 a saloon as well as
& theatre—where society goes to make itself
heard and seen, a8 well as to listen and behold.
‘What a brilliant, noisy, chattering London it
18, one of these limpid June nights! There 18
something infectious in the gay sounds and
sights of which the stately quarters west of the
parks are full. Every other house is alight
from top to bottom ;. the roll of equipages is
ceaseless; the burly, curly-wigged, scarlet-
coated, cockaded coachmen are everywhere;
the escutcheons on the coach doors glitter in
the gaslight; little covered ways from thedoors
of lofty mansions to the éurbstones, with car-
pets laid beneath, obstruct your way at every
other step; and, as you pass, cloud-like forms
pop out of the carriages, whisk by in & twink-
ling, and hurry along in over the carpeted path-
way ; not so quickly, however, but that you are
dazzled by a glitter of jewels and a shimmer
of silk, Within, there 18 the subdued hubbub
of conversation, or perhaps the rumble of a
waltz; all round about is bustle and rattiling;
and you ask yourself if these are really the
melancholy folk which the blithe old Frenoch
chronicler of the fourteenth century so lugubri-
ously describes. My fashionable friend, who
seldom goes to bed, in the season, until he has
made his appearance in half 8 dozen West End
drawing-rooms, clearly enjoys it all, and comes
out next morning asonly an Englishman can—
as fresh and red-cheeked asif he had just come
off a Devonshire farm.
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THE CULTURE OF MELONS,

Both water and muskmelons require a light
mellow soll, and a warm exposure to fruit
abundantly. If the soil is too rich and heavy, it
can be much lightened by using loads of sand
or dried muck, or some material of a similar
nature,

Melons can be grown so cheaply that every
family should have at least & small patch
devoted to their culture, and will be found a
decided addition to their bill of fare in summer
and autumn, There is nothing more inviting
than cool, rich ripe watermelon, or juicy, tooth-
some, green-fleshed muskmelon when one
comes from the harvest flelds thirsty, tired and
exbausted with the morning’s labor. As soon as
the soll is warm enough the seeds can be plant-
ed, and the soil for each hill should, unless the
ground 18 dark and rich, be mixed with a forkfal
of old, decomposed horse or cow manure.

Then drop five or six seeds into a hill, and
cover them about an inch with soil. Soatter a
handful of wood ashes, plaster or bone dust
upon the top of the seeds to keep away the
bugs. Wood ashes are an excellent preventive
agalnst both grubs and bugs, and for the first
month of the growth of the plants it 1s well to
apply them once a week to each hill.

Lime or plaster is also good to scatter over
the vines, and if applied early in the morning,
while they are yet wet with dew, will be an
effectual remedy for melon bugs and their like,
1If one application does not drive off the marau.
ders, try another, because the lime or plaster
will be beneficial for the plants, even if it does
not keep away the bugs entirely.

Watermelons are usually planted in hille
about eight feet apart; muskmelons need only
six feet distance. If all the seeds come up,
when they have formed the second and third
leaves, it is better to thin them out, leaving
only two or three in a hill—yet when the melon
bugs are around, it is well to defer the thinning
of the vines until they have fulfilled their mis-
sion of destruction, and then take out those that
are the most eaten up. :

All vines grow and fruit much more luxuri-
antly if they are frequently hoed, and it should
be continued until they commence to bloom
well, and cover the ground with their thrifty
shoots,
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ON DANBURIAL GROUND.—A broken-hearted
young thing writes to a weekly paper as fol-
lows: «About three years ago I became ac-
quainted with & young gentleman ; and although
he never paid me any partiqular attention,
he would often accompany me to and from
church, &c. But lately I noticed a great
change in him. He avolds me as much as
possible, and starts if I address him. Can
he have ceased {0 love me ?—for I know he
did, though he never said so, If I thought’
he had, 1t would break my heart.” Perhaps we
ought not to interfere in this matter; but, as we
know exactly what should be done with the
young man, if we feel as we ought to speak out.
Do not attempt to reason with him, or cajole
bhim, or pacify him. The next time he calls
take & morkey-wrench, fasten it securely upon
his nose, lead him off to the dining-room, and
ask him in & firm voice what he means, If he
won’t answer, twist the wrench three or four
times, and butt his head up against the stove or
the mantelpiece until his gloom 1is dispelled. If
he says he has ceased to love you, let your
fingers dally with his ringlets lovingly for a few
minutes, and then suddenly lift out & couple of

‘handfuls, and have an Irishman at band to

come in and sit on him awhile, and knock out
his teeth, and jump up and down on him, and
be sociable. Then let him go, and commence
your arrangements to rope in a fresh man, You
cannot afford to waste your young life upon such
& wretch ag this; and where heart will not throb
to heart, or soul respond to soul, the best thing
to do is to torture the nose at once,



