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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL. SYSTEM 0F NOVA SCOTIA.
13y A. II. IMACKAY. 1,L.1).

l' 1832 the province wvas divided iîito Sehool Commission-
ers' Districts, avcraging the territorial size of hiaif the larger
cotunties, thc menibers of the various B3oards acting gratuit-
ouisly, and the sehools being organized on the volunitary sys-
temi. In 1835 flhe atteîudance of plipils Nv'as iS,ooo. About
185o, the present Sir Johin W'illiamu Dawson wvas appointed
the lirst Superintendent of Education for the province, and
when lie accepted the principalsuip ofaIMcGill Unuiversity in
185 flue Provincial Normal Scluool was opened uîuder the
chiarg-,e of thie:Rev. Alexanuder Forrester, D.D., w~ho uvas at the
saie tiîuue Superintendent of Education. In 1863 the sehool
attendance uvas 31,000.

Thîe free sehiool svstemi was introduced iuta the legisi-ature
aiud passed inii î64, under the ileadership of the present Sir
Chai-les Tupper, the late Sir AMains G. Arcluibald beiîîg leader
of the opposition, whîch .also supported tlue mneasure. WThile
the Pxev. Dr. Forreser reiuuained principal of the Normal
Sehiool, anc of bis staff, tlue present ,Dr. Tlueodore Rand, of
7-\IacM-\aster University, 1)ecanue the Superixitendent to adnuin-
ister the xuewv order of thin«s. Iu 1869 hie wvas succeeded by
the Rev. A. S. Hunt, M.A., who, on bis deathi, in 1877, -%vas
succee( by David ÏM. Allison, LL.D., of M-\,ounit Allison Uni-
versitv, -%N'luo w~as in turn succeedled by the present incuinubent
iii 1891.

The Council of Public Instrutction is the liead of the educa-
tional systeni, is cndowed wvith e-xtensive powers, and is con-
stituited of tlic nieînbers, of the Executive of thie Provincial
Goveriiiient. w\itlu the Superintendent of Educaition as secrctary.

The Superintexudent bias practically the saine functions to
(liSclarge as a Mâinister of Education, wvith flue exception of'
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