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rztatenient therefore 15 ver), siniilar to nîiany statîcments of Christ and thec
Apostle James, where they show tlie nccssity of g-ood works as the uttome)ll

tfani active living fiuthl.
.Such are the thrc virtues, laid down by the prophet, that shouild (char-

artcrizc otîr lives. '1hyarc enunîierated. ili St. Nlatthew's gospel under the
ditficrent lîeads, "Ijudgiienît, iluercy, and faitti." They are compreliensive and

decpscarhing and are regarded by Christ as the IIweightier matters"
of thc lawv. We unay well say, Il who is sulfticient for these things " ? l'o
load sucb a life as this we will require, assuredly, the aid of' God's
Spirit. W>e shiah require to exorcise faitlh ici Christ, and look to Flint con-
stantly for strength and guidlance. Our strengtîh nust conie froml God. By
ilitimiate fellowshilp with Christ w~e shail bccomie more likec inii ici character.
Ulnconsciously we hieconie hike those witb who.nî we associate daily. We
imbibe their principles and gradually we acquire their tastes and their habits.
This is what Christ said unito bis disciples shortly before lic was to leave
îhrm :"I Now are ye cleail through the word that 1 have spoken iunto you."
T'he disciples hiad %walked with their Master daily, the), had listened to thc
wcsec words that feil froni bis lips, and so, in sonte iiasure at least, thcy
heraile ike Hlmi ici character. Through thecir intercourse with Hinm, tbicy
foccnd out the secret of a pure and lioly life.

liave we neyer noticed the purifyîng influenice of a sudden realization of
thec presence of God ? There is nothing that will banisbi evil so qnlickly fromi
our hearts. And if the simple tbougbit of God lias sucb a purifying effect
upion uls, what mnust bc the resuit of tryinlg to hiold to the îhougbit, of endeavor-
ing 10 looik to God, and hive in bis presence at ail timies? If tbis is our
attitude to God sin lias lostiiiuch of bts power over us-.

Again, it is only by looking to Christ that wc cati obtin a truc vision of
ocîrselves :and biaving obtaincd suchi a vision, it is not b3' sinîply nîourning
over our sins that we can hope to be miade better, but by continuing to look to
Christ.

Reproaci flot thine own soul, but know t.hyself,
Nor biate another's crime, îîor loathe thîne own,

It is thie dark, idolatry of self
* ~ Vbich whien our thoughts and actions once are gone

I enlands that man should weep and blecd and groan
Oh vacant expiation! Be at rest -

Thie hast is dcatb's, the future is thine own."

The wbiole and sole remecy for this disease of sin, is not, by mourning
over it as thongbit there were no renledy for it, but by looking 10 Christ and
sqccking the aid of the Holy Spirit. Sec Christ, hchold Chlrist, at ahi times and
in ail places. And if we continue 10 be trouhiled with our deforrnity, what
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