140

HOME AND SCHOOL.

The Leason of Appreciation.
BY M. M,

TaiNK ; if life were alwammiling.
Troubles never ours to bear ;
And its pathway all beguiling,
Heaveu would seem one-half so fair t
Think, if all the angel concords
Drifted where we're toiling here,
Theg would thrill with half the sweetnesa
Whea at last they greet our ear?

Life's a achool—and God, the Teacher,
Traced a lesaon 'mid the flowers,
And our careless hearts must learn it,
Ere its sweet reward is ours.
This the lesson : "Tis our value
Of each joy that makes it xweet,
And as grasping more we trample
This sweet part bencath our feet.

When we learn to clutch the substance
Of the prize that seems so fair,
Kuowing little of its value,
Half the sweetneas is not there,
Fin;s‘\: the l)e‘ssun, lear;:ed tl}rongh sorrow
"hen the pungs of grief annoy ;
Then at llﬂt,‘;;l i"&am fulness,
Comes its sweet rewand—our joy.
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How to Sustain a Teachers’ Meeting.

How sre we to suatain a teachers’
meeting in our church Sabbe.th schools
Have it regularly once a week, Select
the most convenient hour and day for
it. if possible, have it near the close
of the week, to give all the opportunity
for thorough study of the lesson, Have
it an one of the rulea that every teacher
is expected to be present, Hold it if
only two persons are present.

Do not conduct it as you would a
Bible-clams. The teachers’ mes is
not for the study of the lomson, Pile
up the nuggets that all have dug out.
Let the one grand oentral truth of the
lesson stand out bright and clear in

for any purpose whatever. Use your
beat endeavours to enlist the entire
congregation in the study of the Inter-
national Saries of Lemsons, whether
they attend the regular session of the
Sabbath school or not. Trust the
simple atady of the Holy Book to keep
up the interest of your school, discard-
ing all sensational methods or matter
whatever.  Urge systematic Bible
study upon every one, for their own
hearts’ sake, for their own growth in
gtoe, we, who are officers and teachers

the Sabbath school, searching the
Word of God “as for hid treasures,”
giving to our lesson each week firut
or ourselves, asking, What has God
for me in this lesron?
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It was a significant saying of a
scholar in & oertain Bunday-school,
whose teacher taught more geography
than religion, “1 went to learn the
way to heaven and I only heard about
the way to Palestine.”

Ir is & bad combination when the
frame is more observed and admired
than the pioture. It is bad teaching
when we pay so much attention to the
history and chronology, ete., that we
distract attention from the truth as it
is in Jesus.

TaE most influential paper in Japan,
edited by a native Buddhist, neverthe-
less had the frankness to say in & recent
editorial on * the Jesus way,” as
Christianity is called in that land:
““Ses what blessing this religion con-
fera!| Open the map of the world and
look at the nations of the earth. There
is not & Buddhist nation among them
that knows what liberty is. The
weakest and most insignificant Chris-
tian countries have more liberty than
the most powerful Buddhist ocuntries.
Is it net time for Japan to advancel”
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Cheap Classical Reading.

WE have received from John B
Alden, Publisher, 18 Vesey Strect,New
York, the following issues, neatiy hound
in cloth, of his library of Classical
Authors, recent poetry, science and
biography, This is certainly the cheap-
eat form in which these high class
issues can be had.

Demosthenes, by W. J. Brodribb,
30 cents ; Aristotle, by C. W, Collins,
30 cents. Lippinoott's editions of the
above,thecheapest heretofore published,
ave priced at §1 each.

Arnold’s Iodian Soog of Bongs, 26
cents ; Arnold’s Pearls of the Fuith,
30 cents. These two have heretofore
been published at $1 each. Elzevir
Li , Science Series, I, 25 cents ;
The Life of Peter Cooper, by C.
Kdwards Leater, 25 cents ; The Life of
Alex. H. SBtepbens, by Frank H. Nor-
ton, 36 conts. The two last named are
oviginal works, upon which the authors
are paid the royalty. The Great

98 cents. This is the only pub-
i of the orations of Hon. Abram
8. Heowitt aud Rev. Dr. Storrs in per-
manent form,
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Jouw WEsLEY onoe wrote to one of
his followers a letter which ocontained

Scottish Characteristics. By Paxton
Hood, New York: Funk & Wag-
nalls, Toronto: William Briggs.
Prioce, 20 centa.

Johnson, who hated Beotchmen, was
no match for the Scot's dry saroasm.
In his dictionary, in defining the mean-
ing of oatmeal, he maid: “Food for
horses and S8cotchmen.” And the
Scotchman who saw it wrote on the
margin : * Were there ever asuch horaes,
were there ever such men!"” If, how-

ever, the work ix to te done at all, |8

there is not a man in Great Britain
who is so well fitted for the task as
Paxton Hood, No man knows them
better. He was near enoigh to them
to know them intimately ; he was far
enough away to be able to take in their
grand proportions of character. His
wit, humour, sarcasm, which abound
in sl his writings, are apparentiy con-
oentrated in this. Some of the anec-
dotes we have meen before, but Mr.
Hood tells them in such a quaint way
that we find a new interest in them.
The old as well as the young will be
amysed and greatly edified. This is &
XEW BoOK, printed from ocopy sent
direct by the author.

Grandmamma's Recollections. By
Grandmiamma Parker. With num-
erons illustrations. New York:

Carter and Brothers. Toronto:
‘Wm. Briggs.
This is & charming book for the

little tolks, full of attractive pictures
sud with a beautiful illuminated cover.
The best of it is that the stories are
all true, and they lose none of their
intereat on that acoount., And not
only are they interesting, they are also
instructive, and teach noble lesmons of
truthfulness, obedience, and kindnees,
It will be & nice birthday present tc
aLy little boy or girl.

The Gathered Lambs. By the Rev.

E. P. Hammond, New York:
Funk & Wagnalls.
Probably no man living can reach

the hearts and influence the minds of
children like Mr. Hammond. This
little book will be an excellent one for
mothers or primary class teachers to
read to the little ones under their care.
The chapters are simple, touching, and
in ing, and will be very helpful
in gathering the lambs for the Good
Shepherd’s fold.
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Abuse of Helps.

It is an abuse of helps when we
put them firet. The first thing to be
sought is the help of the Holy Spirit ;
and this is to be obtained upon our
knees. And then there is the help of
our patural faculties—the powers of
understanding with which God has
endowed us—that are to be focalized
upon the Scripture lesson, and held
there until, as far as we may be able,
we have mastered its meaning, Read
it over and over every day of the
wm it near, and look at it
mi ly ; put it far off, and look
telescopically ; turn it round, and look
at it from various points of view—for
every truth is manysided—and pre-
sently it shall glow and gleam like &
cluster of diamonds in the light of
the sun.

In addition there is the invaluable
help of other Soriphures, “ God is His

hrt.ndﬂ will make i
A () 'mld'uudentmd:

passage of the Word of God, we must

study it in the light of correleted pus.
sages, each giving ita own peculiar tint
of truth, and all together giving the
ttuth in its glorious entirety. Huviy
devoutly besought the help of the Lord ;
having fsithfuﬁ studied the Word of
the Lord; having diligently brought
to bear upon it all our powers of heart
and mind—then we ave at liberty to
avail ourselves of, and are properly
prepared to appreciate, the pious
labours of Christian scholars who have
iven their lives to the patient study
of the Book of ks, and have luid
their accumulated tressures of learn.
ing at our feet.

These bring to us such lesson helps
as it is surely worth our while to use,
But mark, we are to uss them as not
ubusing them. And we abuse thew,
when we use them as an indolent
student uses s “pony"” at onllege |
Too lagy to dig out his Latin or Gieck |
by the legitimate uid of his lexicon ||
and grammar, he avails himself of au ||
interlinear translation, and so, at the |}
very last moment, before going into ||
the class-room, makes hurried prepar- ||
ation, which is no preparation, but only ||
s wicked and misersble sham. He |}
merely mouths the words in s mean-
ingless way, and utterly misses all
scholarly development.

Even so is he but a pitiful pre-
tender, instead ot a respectuble Bible
teacher, who postpones preparation un-
til Sunday morning, and then, instead
of personal investigation, simply crams
himselt full of somebody's Lesson
Helps, and then hies away to Sunday-
school, to reproduce as his own, what
80 lately he has appropriated. This is
an abuse of Helps that cannot be too
deeply deplored. Others still are
even too indolent to master the helps
which others have made all ready to
their hands; and so they take them
with them in the presence of their|
classes, and confess alike their indolence:
and impotence, by spending the time,
in reading aloud what some one els
has written on the lesson, There is s
show of honesty about this Ilatter
mothod but it is imomensely stupxd,'
nevertheless, and is such an abuse of
Lesson Helps as was never meant by
those who made them.

Use every help you can at bome,
bus leave them all behind you woen
you start to schoc or take them only
in your head; and then, when you
meot your scholars, you can look them
in the eye, and talk to them out of
your heart; and even if you do not
“tulk like  book,” you shall, at least,
not “talk like a parrot,” and your
speech shall glow with a genuine en
thusiasm, which shall not be lust on
those you teach.—Baptist Teacher.
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GovERNOR St. John says: Abolition-
ints wero called fanatios just the same
as temperance people are to-day brand:
ed as fanatios, I like the name,” he
mid. “John Brown was called a fan-
atic, but when he died on the gallows
the aoil of the south was bathed with
toars of millions of slaves. He was
branded ax a fanatic, but his death will
form one of the brightest pages of hix
tory. Those abolitionista who wer
calied fanatios fought the fight to the
bitter end, and names are nov
revered. The time vﬂlmowhenthﬁ
people who to-da; ¢ fanatios,’ ¥l
shout, as they noyt:zren sons reel
ing through the stroets, ‘Cowe O
you temperance fanatics, and help sv

our boys.”
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