4 THE RESOURCES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

; has sinee been repealed, maindy from the fact that
the arguments in support of its continuanee were far
outweighed by those sgainst it. The small anount
of Revenue derivable therefrom, as compared with
the expense of enforeing it, and the ditlicnlty in ob-
. taining sueh stamps in seattered districts, where even
Cthe ordinary postage stamp is with difficalty pro-
curable.

Not tlhree vears ago an official communication was
sent to the Bowvd by the Lientenant-Governor re-
questing to know the opimon of the Board as to
© whether the number of German residents, and the ex-
tension and importanee of the German commerce in
this Provinee, justified the further maintenance of
the German Consulate in the City of Vietoria, and to
which the council of the Board replied that the num-
ber of German residents in said ety alone would ias-
tifv the maintenance of said Consulaie, wrespective
of the extension and importance of the commeree s
affeeting British Columbia,

The subjeet of telegraphic  communication hins
ever amd anon been mnsi&cr«d, amd steps taken re-
peatedly to urge the necessity of improving it upon
the Minister of Public Works, and it is indeed gra-
tifving 1o mark the suceess attending the importu-
nities of the Board in this regard, as we now have a
land line from Vietoria to Nanmaimo, 0 cable from
Nanaimo vin Valdez Islind to Point Gray at Bur-
rard Inlet, a lasd line bailt from the latter point to
New Westminster and the land lines 7o New West-
minster to the northern part of the Provinee, put in
good working order, instead of, as heretofore, being
mainly. i not entirely, dependant upon the Western
Union Cou.  Bat this is not all, as we attribute, in a
areat measure, the prospect i the near future of a
secoml cable, to the inereasing offorts of the working
committes of this institution.  This cable, we are
eredibly informed, that some $15,000 has been voted
Ly the Dominion Government for a new submarine
cable route between Vancouver Isbund and Washing-
. ton Territory vis Victoria and Port Angelos, o else a
" Jand route from Victoria to Cape Beale ria San Juan
Harbor with cable, thence to Neah Bay «Cape Flat-
tervy in Washington Territory. We ventare an op-
imon that the former pln wonld he more prefer-
able, (and  probably less expensive) und connect
it with the Puget Sound land llinv to Cape Flattery.
"The commercial clement will doubtless hail the ad-
vent of cither with much pleasure,

A committee of the Board in 1880 drew up a very
careful report  upon the effeet of the “Canadian
Taurifi™ 1 British Columbix, but more particalarly in
reference to Duties on Freight™ (clanse to Tanff
1879 giving 2 very neat table showing that the en-
actment referred to, was especially burdensome to
British Columbia, owing to the great distance which
separates it from the Eastern Provinces and United
States, as also the consequent excessive freights which
are churged on importations from those parts, and a
vesolution was passed urging the Ministers of Cus-
toms and Finance to amend the Tariff as would at
onee place this Provinee in the same position as the
Eastern Provinces of the Dominion, in regard to -
portation from the United States.  The result of this
step has been the cancellation of such duty on the
cost of transportation of merchandise to the port of
San Fraucisco, destined  for British Columbia by an
order in Council, dated 12th May, 1881, upon the
recommendation of the Minister ot Customs, and en-
dorsed by the Treasury.

We show, in the aceompanying table, some of the
different countries we patronize and the extent of our
The totals for the different years are not
~ntall when we consider our population, but the grand
time for British Columbia will be when the figures
become greatly redueed througls the sgeney of small -
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factories est witshed in our midst.
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ABSTRACT VALUE OF d0OODY ENTY

® Your ending June i, {42,
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the quantities consumed, it does seem an though there
are many openings formanufacturers in a small way.
and with this end in view we shall, hereafrer, cvery
quarter, give a full return of the different articles we
import and their value, together with the duty paid |
thercon, hoping to stimulate our capitalists to action.
and. m the event of their failing to avail themseles
of opportunities, to let enterpaising men, wherever
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