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alone, prevefited by the ordcrs of Czar
Nicliolas, %vere flot i attendance. This
is somieihat surprising since die Greek
church, the national chutrchi of Russia,
vies %viti the Catholic church iii paying-
honor to the Blessed 'Mother of God.
These bishops Mho surrotinded thc Pope
did not constitute a format counicil ; but
thcy tiay be said, however, to have repre-
sented t'ie universal church. A\niong those
pesent1 %vere to be found such mien as
Cardinals \Visemian, and Patrizzi .'Arch-
bishops Fransoini of Turin, R\eisbachi, of
Mfichigan and 1l-hes of New York
togetlher with Bisho> 1eazndo
Marseilles the founder of tie Oblates
of Mary Inimaculate, D)upanloup> 0f
Orleans, aîîd Ibuvier of Manis.

Neyer hiad sucli a iiîntuber of Iearîîed
nz assenibled iii Renie since the

Oecunîeanical Couincil cf 1215. Mai
îvbile the whole Caîhiolic %vorid prayc.d
according Io the couinsel of the Sovereign
Pontiff, that the Holy Ghost righ-It assist
the assemîbled p>r&laies and the churchi,
and keelp theni free fron error iii the
decision about to be proîîounced on the
i nînacuilate Conception. Ail the churcb
iiiilir--it ivas rit the feet of the Lord
imploring ini to guide Peter iii the task
of feedirigr the lanibs anîd slîeep, and flot
te allow tic " gates of hell " te l)revail. A
-trange occurrence look place when tie
qîuestion was brotight tup whether the
hishops shouild act iii conjuncliti îviîl
the Holy Father as judges in dcining tic
do'gmi, or wlietlier Pi us -X slîould act
alone. It was ail Ui our af the :Xngelus,
and as the Bishops rose froin thieir knees
îhev, îvh iîlî e voice excliuiied as :hiolgh
nioved b>' divine inspiration " Petre, dore
nos, confirmia fratres tuos *'-" Peter teach
us, confirni l>' brethren." B>' ibis action
ilheirabsoltite faitli in the Papal Infa-ilhibilitv
whici is its&lf -ift-rwairds pronoincred a1
dogmia of our crced by tie saine l>ope,
%vas niade nianifest to the wrd

't'le Sth of Decenîber 1854 was -I
triurnphal day for tie cil>' of Ronie anid
for the wvorld -a day which according to,
Bishop Dupanloup, (tcrowned Uic expecta-
tions of îîast ages, blessed Uic present tirne,
claiîîîcd Uic gratitude of the centuries to
cornle, aîîd left an iniperishable nieîîîory-
the day on which ivas pronouniced the
first dcfmnition of an article of Faith,
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%vhich no dissentient: voice preceded, and
ivlicli ne hieresy follpwved.> '1Ie approaclies
te the vast Basilica of St. Peter were
tlironged by people of ail tongues -
tlîousands rernained outside as thiere was
ne rooni iitin the initrnense building for
aIl who presenteci îhernselves. Slowly
and soleinnly ie procession of bishops in
order of seîîiority, followed by the cardi-
tials, beganti advance ;the Pope
sUrrolunded by a lîrilliant train of atten-
danis, brouglir tilt the rear. 'l'lie Litany
of the Saints was .toned and tic Churcli
Triumiph:înt %vas iniplored Io corne and
j.uin tic cliorcli Militant in ihoîîoring the
Queen of rail Saints.

WVhat a solenin occasion ivas this ! What
ifreat acts %vere te take place ai this nicet-
ing ! The inighity sacrifice of the Mass
was to be celebrated, and during it ivere
to le îîronounced hie words wliich the
%vorld 'vas called upon te accept as true,
being the infallible teaching fteVia
of Hini %vho canniot err. 1!,vcrytlîingr was
donc te niake the cecniony as iniposing
and solenîn as possible. 'l'lie great church,
cf 'wlichlî yroni wrote

4But thuui of temples <,ld,cralrsnw
Staindest alope, %vith n<othisig like todt
\Vorihliest of (;od, the holy nnld the truc.
Silice sion's deoaiowlicn thatt lie

hoso i% former City', %vilnî could hi-
Of tenrilly structureCs, in blis hiouer pilet!,
Of a ulli1 e aspect ? Mjs
I>o)wer, Glory, Sîrell,'tll, ai licanîy, are al

u bsctuernai -ark, of wvorshlîi untclefikl"(.*

Th'lis great church was decorated te suit
the occasion. 'Myriads cf liglîts were
burning, caclb one a token cf lîiîî who
said: " I arn tic liglit cf the îvorld z"
hutndreds cf acolytes iii their white sur-
puices were there to serve aI the divine
sarriice ; Uic highn aliar 'vas ail ahiaze iii
houer of the vciled î'ictini :îtc bisheps,
H-is aposties thie Pope, I-is Vicar, ail
iaested to tic wvotderful aci wvhicli %vas
nh-îut, to be îîerfornicd by Christ's repre-
sentaiive, whio could coiniaiid the wocrld,
)'cî, w'ho ias a prisoner iii lus own cil>'.

Pitis TN. ascended bis tbrone, and hav-
ing rccived the obedietîce cf the cardinals'
and bishops, Mass was heguni. WVhen tlie
Gospîel had becîi retad ir. Greek nnd Latin,
Cardinal Maclii, Dean cf the Sacred Col-
lege, acconîpaniied by tie deans of thie
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