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LOVE IN ART.

i- ove. il the proud
Achilles im-sel( yielded
to thy pJow~er, ire we to

/ ' e surpriseci wven the
Christians, arrned to a-
venge tlie quarrels ,,f a
God, are bound 1in thy

chains." So %v'rtes Tasso
in concluding the fourth

1)elivered" to justify the
conduct of bis own hieroes ivho, almost to
a man, have )eConife involved in somie
11/faire d;/ co//r. 'l'lie apology is artful
and would Ne aniplv stfiin vere it not
ii puigned by those sti nbborn ti ngs--fai-.ts.
Fewv %vho have read the immnortal Grecian
epic, will question that with Tlasso iii this
caise, the wish wvas father to the thongbrt.
'l'le Iliad, indeed, opiens with a rînarrel
over a femiale slave, but doe.ý the aniger of
Achilles spritig from) thwartcd love ? Is
he not radier ired wvith righiteous indligna-
tion at the base ingratitude of thie nian in
wvhose service bis trusty arm- bas been so
long and SQ suiccessfully employed ?
Honer %vas tooc truc an artist flot to se
that love stncb as it Is witnessed In TPasso's
hierocs --that overpowerig passion wbicbi
blinds the reason and paralyz.es the wil

wonld Ne ilitcotipaitilNie withl the strong
and massive rnould of an Achilles or a
Diomie Je, though it mighlt %vell Nelit tic
s0ft, luxutri-ons nature of a Paris. Bry-cis;
wveeps, it is truc, Mihen the parting cornes
tlits attesting tbe kindness of Achilles as
a miaster, wbilst lie too is affected, ratier,
bowvever, Ny tbis evidence of the slave's
affection for hini tban Ny any sentimental
%veakness. \Xe have nen Qf the nmodern
swain's tears and rhapsodies. 1-le sufflèrs
the mnaiden to Ne led 1way %%ithont draw-
ing bis sword, only lie %vill 310 longer fi-lit
tinder the maun îho bas pnl)licly bierped
indignity uj)onliihîm, nor witbi those 'w'bo
Ny tacit consent have jnstified sucb action.
llas lie flot lieen braved to the face before
the wholc armyv ? H-as flot bis liwful
share of booty hecen wrenclied fromi bis
grrasp? And did not bis countrymien sit
îiuietly by whilst ail ibis was being; donc,

and neyer utter a sound of disapprohation?
\'ea the), did, and in future lie wvil1 bave
none of themn. T[bis is the real passion
Ny wvbich tbe peerless Grecian biero is
actuated, a passion fi-r more consistent
with the bieroic character tban is the un-
reasonahle and unreasoning love of Tasso's
chie ftai ns.

So it is throughout Homner's works.
1.ove is present, indeed, just as it is iii
ife, but it is not niade the pivot upon
wvbich the wlbole action turns. And wh'at
is biere said of Homier rnay Ne said with
scarcely an exception, of ail thec great ar-
tists of antiquity. The forrn employed by
the ancient dramatists differed much fromn
that now used Ny playwrights, but their
p)lots differd far More. In general, love
w~as neyer mientioned ini theiiu, 'vhilst in
those of our time it is almiost a condiZo
sine vlua non. And no Netter proof of thc
false estimiate noiv prevaiiing of this pas-
sioni need Ne adduced than the superiority
of thc Grecian ,t.ige mn aIl that is grand
and noble over that of the 1)resent day.

In Virgil's great epic, likewise, Acneas,
îbiotigh a biero som)ewvat of the inilk-and-
watcr type, proves limiiself to Ne able to
cope successtuily wvitb mere sentiment
wvhen greater intcrests are at stake. His
mode of procedure is sonicwliat steady, it
is truc, stitl the fact remains that baving
made a mé,%a/iance, he fiad tue moral
cturage, or if you wishi, the moral
<:owardice to tre-t it Mvien the occasion
re(1uired.

And so on to the end of the chapter.
I .ove's shrine iii tlîc ancient temple of art
%vas a lowiy QliC indecd. If w'e seck for
Causes, tie degraded condition of ivonan
%vill immiiediatcly pîrescrit itself as a primary
mie. A\s long as she was considered a
l)eing of a lower order than man, love could
hlave no p)lace in hinu art. But it is a
fact of daily experience that ~xesin
an), direction engenders a reaction equally
violent. Hence w~hîen, tbrough the in-
strnientality of cbristianity, ivoman ivas
cecvated to lier proper sphicre iii life, ni
not content to Icave lier there, miust needs
have inade bier a someîthing little less than

t',,

i

2.19


