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TH1e SNAIKE CHARMPIR8.

BY REV. NORMAN M. RUSSELL*
(For the C11illDItE,'S rECoitl>.]

Our picture represente a not uncommon
sight in India-the snake charmers, or men
who travel about exhibiting tricks with
snakes.

Among the many uncanny reptiles of
India the snake ije not the least significant.
Strange to say the commone8t snakes are
the mostpoisonous. Thebite of the cobra,

The Karite is a emali enake that oft on
infeste the house, cllmbing the curtaine,
and hiding behind sofa cuehione; and often
narrow escapes are mnade from being
bittcui by it. The daboya, thongh not
perbape s0 common is even more danger-
ous. But the cobra is the most dreaded,
as well as the most reverenced ofIiiy
enakes, and many thousande of Hindus
meet their death annually from its bite.

These snakes have very developed
poison bags on either side of the bead,

The Snake Charniers.

daboya, and karite, je very deadly, and which, when distended, as they always are
these are the snakes generally found under excitement, present the appparance
around about our bouses, out houses. and of a hood. It i'3 this hood, sonietimes
gardons. marked also in the shape Gf a V,which gives

In my own experience, and 1 have tra- the cobra euch a noble appearance in the
velled thousande of miles through the eyee of the Hindu. Hie reverence goee
districts of India, I havo met with very few the longth of believing it to be a god, and
enakes in my camp life ; but I bave found glving it worship. Especially in Nag-
them to be much more commonly en- pauchmVi or 8nake festival season, these
countered in and about human dwelling people will place miIk beside the snakes'
places. h oles as an offering.
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