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TIhis is my univavering conviction. Just su I believe that the ca1pture
of1 Christian Constantinople by the Turks was a factor that can flot be
cstiniated tuo highly iii the wvorking otit of the divine plan cif Christian
liberty and enlighitennient. No thanks to the Turk- No dhanks a
Priori to theu leaders of the P>rotestant revolutioni. We»t are thus. 1
trust, in a position to put a fair estimiate uponl c.ach individual, ini
:iecordance ivith historical fiicts, and wve shall fot be temipted to rever-
cnce an individual for the sole reason thiat lie sustai,îed ani important
relation to a miovemient whichi lias, on the wholc, resulted in- good.

To undurstand Uie Reformatioiî, we miust knov %vlercin dit iieed
for reforni lay. To appreciate this iîeed we miust have inii d, ini
l>road <utline at least, the course of events thiat led to thie ecclesiastical
r<gtenncss or tic sixteenth century, and tlîat nmade Ulie Protestant
revolution possib>le.*

Froni thîe close of the al)ostolic. age onwards, Chiristianity, ther
universal and absolute religion, soon conscious of its destinied univer-
s-.litv and absoluteness: slirank iîot from Uie stupiendous task of realiz-
ilng this iîiivursahiity and vindicating thîis absolute,îess. Thougli it
sprang Up) ii Uheic idst of iudaismi, Chîristianity was. not Judaism, still
less did it have i commuin with paganisnî. l>aganisin and Judaisili
alike miust 12e transforziied, nîust bc Chîristianized. Ere longb it is per-
fectlv evident tlîat Clhristianity is absorbing I)aganism anid Judalism far
more rapidly tlîan it can h>ossilily assimda.-te theni. Thei -stonîaehcl of
(iîristianity, sensitivec at frst, vomnited forth these nauseating clemetîts
iii tie shape of Ebionisni and CGnosticisi. But this p~ower- of throwing
off noxious clements becamie graclually less anîd less. until finally Juda-
isni and paganisiîî becamle Part and liarcel of the cuirren-t Chiristianity-
I>ersccution, while on thie ont lîand it rutarded thîls process, temided, oni
thie otlier hiand, to fostcr aniong Clîristians ;-n civerwvciiîig desire for
such -in amnount of external power and prosperity as shiould rczîdcr
persectitioiî impossible, and should give frc scopc to the world-subdut
ing religion of Christ. The igh-fty fahric of the Romian- Emrpire nîay
carly have suggcsteh to (Christian thîinkers the idea of a great wvorld1-
wvide ecclesiastical orgalîi7ation, ais puîre and benchiceilt as tile empire
wvas tyraniial and corrulpt. Whien Constantine decidcd thiat his inter-
est la>' in thie adoption of Chiristianity as the religion of thue Sttit %vas
not the pure, simple, spiritual Chîristiaiîity thiat Chïiist liad establishedà

an lat Pauil hîad pruaclied, whiose reprecritivcs so promiil 'ssume
the attitude of courtiers, anîd showcd theniselves at once sucli -Idepts ini
vourt intrigue. It wis Cnristiamîity corruptc.d by two centuries of conitact
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