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had certainly foundered ! Sadly wvas the vessel's head set
once more upon hier course; and every, one on board deplored
the fate of the fifteen nien who hiad perishied. Deeply im-
pressed wvitlh the danger frorn whichi thiey liad bcen mira-
culously rescued, ail keenly shiared the grief of the captain
for tbe, loss of his nephiew and of the poor Indians whose
friends and relatives hiad also perishied ini the iii fated boat.
Francis Xavier 'vas also deeply grieved for the fate of two
unfortunate mussulmans whio formied part of the crewv of the
lost boat, and wvhorn lie hiad in vain tried to convert. He
attributed his failure to his own unwvorthinesý>, and beggced
of God, most earnestly, t; *ave the twvo poor creatures byv
a mirat-le, rathier than permnit the eternal ioss of twvo souls
W.; so ardently desired to snatchi fromi the jaws of liell. He
then approached the captain and said:

-- -- " My de.ýr Edîvard, be of good chieer: the boat ivill
return ;the daugliter Nvill corne back to lier miothier."'

"B ut, it is ail over, good F«-athier, " said the captain,
"Icati sec no chance of escape, but by a miracle, for the

unfortunate people in the boat."
Nevertheless, Father Francislhad said: "lShewiili re-

turn. " Thiese 'vords gave hlm hope, and hie sent a inan aloft
to scan the horizon again ...... T.lhere 'vas nothing to be
seen, not a speck on the waste of wvaters!1 Meantime the
saintly Fathier hiad retired; but after two hours; of prayer
hie agrain appeared on the deck, and, addressingr the cap-
tain said

61VelI, dear friend, is there any sign of the boat?"
-"No, Father."
-"Send a man aloft to the tops, captain,the boat wvill

corne back!V"
--- " Ves,"' irnpatientlv exclaimed Pedro Veilho, la

boat wvill perhaps; corne some day or other, but not the boat
ive have lost!"

-"1 Sen hor Pedro," answvered our saint, "lyou doubt
the goodness and power of God ! This is a ivant of faith.
Nothing is difficuit for Him, nothing impossible ! 1 have
placcd the boat under the care of the Blessed Virgin; 1
have voîved to say thrce masses at Notre Dame du Mont
if she retL.rns wvith lier fifteen souls, and 1 arn so confident
of the nmercy of God, that I hiope to sec them corne back


